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An Open & Affirming Congregation
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Tidings submissions are due on the 14th of every month for
publication on the 1st of the following month. Please email

submissions (including digital photos as jpegs) to edi-
tor/designer Joy Taylor: jtaylor@hometownmarketing.com.
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Greetings from the
Moderator's Corner and
Happy New Year!

Thank you for your support
of First Church during 2009 and
thank you for your continuing sup-
port and interest as we begin 2010. There are challenges ahead of
us but I for one am optimistic that we can meet these challenges.

THINK SUMMER?
It may seem premature to begin thinking about next summer when our worship

services move to the Auditorium, but there is a small work group forming now to do just
that. This group is beginning to plan and design quilt wall hangings to help make the
space feel warmer and more sacred. Are you a quilter? Would you like to help with this
project? If so, please contact me or speak to Barb Frey.

Peace,
Liz Spencer, Moderator

Please share, save or recycle your
TIDINGS with your newspapers

(A column from Service & Outreach)

Jan. ‘10
Moderator’sCorner

Reach Out

FEBRUARY TIDINGS Deadline:
FEBRUARY Tidings submissions are due on JANUARY 14th to

Joy Taylor. Email to: jtaylor@hometownmarketing.com
Phone/voice mail: 860-231-7617, x12

Support
Our

Troops
As many of you know, Barb Frey’s son,
Ed, recently left for Afghanistan with his

platoon of Marines. The Board of
Service and Outreach plans to begin

coordinating collection of items to make
care packages for these troops. Some of
the items Ed (SSgt Edmund Unger) has
requested include, gum, toiletries such
as mouthwash and foot powder, books

and magazines.

Watch for more details in upcoming
Tidings and Sunday bulletins.

This month the Fourth Sunday
Special Offering will benefit Church
World Service, a cooperative min-

istry of 35 denominations that work to
eradicate hunger and poverty by providing
sustainable self-help and development, dis-
aster relief and refugee assistance around
the world. CWS projects range from sup-
porting foods banks to sustainable fishing
and agriculture programs to hurricane
relief.

Through your generous contribu-
tions, last month’s Special Offering raised
over $1,000 for the benefit of Hands on
Hartford.

Service and Outreach sponsors a
Special Offering every fourth Sunday of
the month to benefit a service organiza-
tion that helps those in greater need than
ourselves. In this time of economic uncer-
tainty, we hope you will be able to sup-
port those who most need our help. If you
support organizations that need the
Church’s wider support, please let us
know. We encourage you to consider a
contribution to Church World Service in
our “Reach Out” envelope. Thank you for
your support. �

Gather ‘Round the Table 2010

We have been eavesdropping again, and it seems that the
Gather Round the Table dinners, brunches and picnics
on the deck have gone well. We are happy that people

have enjoyed the experience and are clamoring for more!
This is how it works: Over a nine-month period of the year, individ-

uals or couples will take one turn hosting a group of six to nine for a meal in their
home (according to a pre-set list of hosts and guests) and attend three other events
hosted by others. The meal can be anything from a simple chili lunch, to a brunch
with a seasonal holiday theme, a simple buffet or a sit-down dinner. The emphasis
is on companionship, not matching dishes and glassware! The host provides the
place, the beverages and the entree; those invited bring an appetizer, vegetables,
bread, salad, dessert or whatever else is needed.

We are looking to begin the cycle again in 2010 with March/April, continue
with May/June and pick up in the fall with September/October finishing the cycle
with November/December/January ‘11.

Once we have the names of everyone who wants to participate, we will assem-
ble a list of all involved with their contact information and randomly select rosters
of names for every two-month cycle. All who participate will get an information
packet.We hope to have this to you by mid-February so we can get started in March.

These small events have worked well to widen the circles of long term and new
church members alike. We hope that if you haven’t been involved, you will join
with us to enjoy the good company and have a nice meal in the process. If you have
taken part, be sure to let us know that you want to do it again. We will have a table
at coffee hour for the whole month of January. Please come and chat with us there,
or give one of us a call if you have any questions! Please fill out the form and return
it to us before the end of January.

Fellowship Work Group
Marge Bishop, Gail Hamblett, Dottie Stone, and Ann Conable

SIGN-UP! Gather ‘Round
the Table •Due 1/31/10

� I/We would like to take part
in “Gather Round the Table”

� I/We would like to take part,
but won’t be able to host

Name__________________________________

Address ________________________________

______________________________________

Email __________________________________

Phone number __________________________

Please return this form to one of us below at Coffee
Hour, or send one of us an Email with your informa-
tion by January 31, 2010. We expect to have the
list of groups ready by mid-February, and at that
time will go over the ground rules again in an
accompanying letter. We are available to answer
any questions:

� Dottie Stone 860-521-0554 dottie@stone-stonect.com
� Marge Bishop, 860-521-2189
� Gail Hamblett, 860-521-9136, gailhamb@aol.com
� Ann Conable, 860-313-0378, aconable@att.net

Please SIGN UP/ call
the church office

860-233-9605
Hosted by the CE Board and the

Fellowship Committee

*Each adult and child is
asked to bring a

wrapped
“Yankee Swap” item

(a treasure or gift you’re
not using, OR a new or

old item, OR a food
item, OR a joke gift,

OR just about anything
is O.K.). The

“Yankee Swaps” will be
our prizes!

Bring asalad ordessert toshare

Come to a

“BEACH PARTY”
BINGO NIGHT!

Blest Be the Pie that Binds
An Intergenerational Pizza Party

In the Auditorium
Friday, January 22 • 6:30 – 8:30 PM

Hawaiian Shirts

are Encouraged!

PRIZES:

Bring a

“Yankee Swap”

item!*

They gathered ‘round the table at the home of Gail and Ken Hamblett and a good time was had by all.
From left to right: Dottie Allen, Ralph Worth, JoAnne Taylor, Ken and Gail Hamblett, Ken Taylor and
Marge Bishop. (photo by Brenda Worth). This was just one of 30 Gather ‘Round the Table events held
in homes in our church community this past year. We are excited about doing it again in 2010. All
are encouraged to participate.

Chapel Restoration
The Chapel Restoration Project will begin in mid-January.
Stay tuned in for updates of this exciting project. Many

thanks to our Habitat volunteers who are painting for us!
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John P. Webster Library
Patricia Malahan, Director
(860) 232-3893 • Look for regular updates online: www.jpwlibrary.org.

HOURS: MON. - 9:00 - 5:00 • TU. 9:00 - 7:00 • WED.,TH. 9:00 - 5:00
FRI. 9:00 - 3:00 • SUN. 9:00 - 12:00
NOTE: The library will closed December 24 – January 2 with
the exception of Sundays, December 27 and January 3 when
it will be open from 9:00 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Check out our new Book Nook!

Beginning on
January 3rd, look
for our library book
cart in the auditori-
um during fellow-
ship hour. One of

our library board members, Jane Cave,
Nancy Clement, Marge Bishop, Joel
Huntington, Barbara Goodwin, or Carole
Lund will have a selection of library
resources available for you to look at and
borrow. The selection will change each
week and we will have timely resources
appropriate to the season for children and
adults. The library has a diverse collection of
books, audio books and DVDs and we
would like to encourage you to take advan-
tage of its many religious and secular
resources for you and your family! If you
have any suggestions for new resources,
we’d be happy to consider acquiring them
for the collection.

Christian Classics Book Group
Our group meets on Mondays at noon

to discuss books on Christianity, religion,
spirituality and other germane topics. On
January 4th we will begin a four-week dis-
cussion of “Have a Little Faith” the latest
book by Mitch Albom. Copies of the books
are available in the library. Please bring a
bag lunch; coffee and tea are provided.
Please note that we will not meet on January
18th as the library will be closed in obser-
vance of Martin Luther King Day.

Soup and Scripture
On each Tuesday from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.,

our group meets in the library. A basic meal
of soup and bread is served, we then take
turns reading scripture and have a brief
informal discussion of the readings.

Food for Thought Book Group
This popular book group discussion is held on the first Thursday of each month, from

October through May, from 5:45 to 7 p.m. Participants are invited to bring their own “brown
bag” supper and the library will provide beverages and dessert. On Thursday, January 7, we
will meet to discuss “The Road from Coorain” by Jill Ker Conway. This is her memoir of “her
journey from girlhood on an isolated sheep-farm in the grasslands of Australia” to presiden-
cy of Smith College. Copies of the books will be available in the library.

New Resources

Got a Fresh Idea?
Helping Others… Worship…
Study Groups…
Fellowship…

“Here’s an idea…” “Let’s try this…” “Maybe we
could…” How often these phrases come up
when we’re chatting with friends at church. We

all have ideas about ways to engage in the ministry and spir-
it of church life at First Church.

Now – how to carry these sparks of excitement into
more than just talk? One way is to gather 2-3 equally com-
mitted folks together and “do it” as a Work Group. Based on

your group’s purpose decide which Board or Ministry to affiliate
with, and then talk with the chair about your plans. That’s how
the Green Team Work Group linked to Service and Outreach;
Gather Round the Table teamed up with Fellowship; and Habitat
Teams affiliated with Service and Outreach.

New ideas and enthusiasm are bubbling up all around us at
FCCC! All of us on the Leadership Board are prepared to help “put
wheels under your ideas” for new expressions of our shared faith
and vision.

BY-LAWS

In May, 2008 we “suspended” our by-laws to see how a new
organizational structure for First Church would work out - instead
of a hierarchical program, we moved into a more circular
approach to decision-making and communication (see chart
above). In doing so, we moved from 215 “positions” on Boards
and Ministries to 104. Is it working? Are we communicating well
as a congregation? Does everyone know what's going on across
the various Boards and Ministries? Does the vision statement and
our spirit circle inform where we are going as a congregation?

At the March Annual Meeting, the congregation will vote on
adopting the new structure and the By-Laws that go with them.
Between now and then, we invite all members of the congregation
to think about how we are doing. In addition to our senior lead-
ership (Liz Spencer - moderator, Bob Sitkowski - vice moderator,
Eleanor Wight - senior deacon, and Geordie Campbell - senior min-
ister), the members of the Leadership Ministry look forward to
your comments and suggestions. We will plan an open discussion
in the next couple of months to talk about this and importantly,
look for ways to bring members, new and old, into the organized
structure of First Church where we can share your gifts among us.

Please call or speak to any members of the Leadership
Ministry with questions or suggestions your may have.

Nan Streeter 860-521-9794
Dottie Stone 860-521-0554
Carol Lorenzo 860-521-7893
Court Lewis 860-561-2187

“We are the Temple of the Living God.
Glorify God in your body.”

(2 Corinthians 6:16, 1 Corinthians 6:20 NRSV)

YOGA
Sponsored by the C.E. Ministry of First Church

Please join us for Christian Meditative Yoga!
Take a break from the stress of life and connect with your
body, mind, and spirit. Through yoga postures, breathing,

and meditation techniques, quiet your mind and learn to hear
the quiet voice of spirit, while strengthening your body.

This gentle Kripalu yoga class, taught by
Nancy Murray, RYT, is appropriate for students at all levels,

including beginners.

MidWinter series starting the week of January 12.
Three different five-week classes will be offered:

Tuesdays: 7:00 p.m. – 8:15 p.m. *
Wednesdays: 9:15 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Thursdays: 9:15 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.

Treat Yourself to Yoga in the New Year!

Please call Nancy Murray 860-521-8186 for more information,
including suggested donation, or to sign up.

*Tuesday Class is full–please call to be placed on the waiting list.

FROM THE LEADERSHIP MINISTRY

Adult
The Addict: One Patient, One Doctor, One Year

by Michael Stein

America's Prophet: Moses and the Spirit of a Nation
by Bruce S. Feiler

Angel Time (also available on audio) by Anne Rice

The Bible and the People by Lori Anne Ferrell

Blood and Rage: a Cultural History of Terrorism
by Michael Burleigh

Born to be Good: the Science of a Meaningful Life
by Dacher Keltner

The Case for God by Karen Armstrong

Destiny Disrupted: a History of the World through
Islamic Eyes by Mir Tamim Ansary

The Future of Faith: the Rise and Fall of Beliefs and the
Coming Age of the Spirit by Harvey Gallagher Cox

A Gate at the Stairs by Lorrie Moore

The Gift of Stories: Practical and Spiritual Applications
of Autobiography, Life Stories, and Personal
Mythmaking by Robert Atkinson

God is Back: How the Global Rise of Faith Will Change
the World by John Micklethwait

God's Secretaries: the Making of the King James Bible
by Adam Nicolson

The Good Earth by Pearl S.Buck

The Help (also available on audio) by Kathryn.Stockett

How God Changes Your Brain: Breakthrough Findings
from a Leading Neuroscientist
by Andrew B. Newberg

In Hanuman's Hands: a Memoir of Recovery and
Redemption by Cheeni Rao

A Lineage of Grace: Five Stories of Unlikely Women
Who Changed Eternity by Francine Rivers

The Lost Symbol (also available on audio)
by Dan Brown

No Enemy to Conquer: Forgiveness in an Unforgiving
World by Michael,Henderson

Our Choice: a Plan to Solve the Climate Crisis
by Albert Gore

Our Greatest Gift: a Meditation on Dying and Caring
by Henri J. M. Nouwen

Out of My Bone: the Letters of Joy Davidman

Paradoxology: Spirituality in a Quantum Universe
by Miriam Therese Winter

Paul Was Not a Christian: the Original Message of
a Misunderstood Apostle
by Pamela Michelle Eisenbaum

Praying in Color: Drawing a New Path to God
by Sybil MacBeth

Rapt: Attention and the Focused Life
by Winifred Gallagher

The Second Book of the Tao with commentaries
by Stephen Mitchell

The Third Chapter: Passion, Risk, and Adventure in the
25 years after 50 by Sara Lawrence-Lightfoot,

Though Waters Roar by Lynn N. Austin,

Too Much Happiness (also available on audio)
by Alice Munro

Turtle Feet: the Making and Unmaking of a Buddhist
Monk by Nikolai.Grozni

Wolf Hall: a novel by Hilary Mantel

Wrestling with Our Inner Angels: Faith, Mental Illness,
and the Journey to Wholeness by Nancy Kehoe

Children
And If the Moon Could Talk by Kate Banks

Bear's New Friend by Karma Wilson

The Circus Ship by Chris Van Dusen

Close Your Eyes by Kate Banks

Otis by Loren Long

Snow by Cynthia Rylant

The Song of Francis by Tomie DePaola

Strega Nona's Harvest by Tomie DePaola

The Super Hungry Dinosaur by Martin Waddell

Youth
The magician's elephant by Kate DiCamillo

Once was lost (also available on audio) by Sara Zarr

The John P. Webster Gallery
We are very pleased to welcome a new

artist to the Gallery, Jeffrey Sims, of
Glastonbury. He will exhibit a stunning col-
lection of “micro” nature photographs dur-
ing January and February entitled, “Nature’s
Treasures”. An artist’s reception is planned
for January 10th to meet the artist and view
his works. Stay tuned to the Sunday Notes
for more details!
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are available in the library. Please bring a
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vance of Martin Luther King Day.
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could…” How often these phrases come up
when we’re chatting with friends at church. We

all have ideas about ways to engage in the ministry and spir-
it of church life at First Church.

Now – how to carry these sparks of excitement into
more than just talk? One way is to gather 2-3 equally com-
mitted folks together and “do it” as a Work Group. Based on

your group’s purpose decide which Board or Ministry to affiliate
with, and then talk with the chair about your plans. That’s how
the Green Team Work Group linked to Service and Outreach;
Gather Round the Table teamed up with Fellowship; and Habitat
Teams affiliated with Service and Outreach.

New ideas and enthusiasm are bubbling up all around us at
FCCC! All of us on the Leadership Board are prepared to help “put
wheels under your ideas” for new expressions of our shared faith
and vision.
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In May, 2008 we “suspended” our by-laws to see how a new
organizational structure for First Church would work out - instead
of a hierarchical program, we moved into a more circular
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and Ministries to 104. Is it working? Are we communicating well
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Greetings from the
Moderator's Corner and
Happy New Year!

Thank you for your support
of First Church during 2009 and
thank you for your continuing sup-
port and interest as we begin 2010. There are challenges ahead of
us but I for one am optimistic that we can meet these challenges.

THINK SUMMER?
It may seem premature to begin thinking about next summer when our worship

services move to the Auditorium, but there is a small work group forming now to do just
that. This group is beginning to plan and design quilt wall hangings to help make the
space feel warmer and more sacred. Are you a quilter? Would you like to help with this
project? If so, please contact me or speak to Barb Frey.

Peace,
Liz Spencer, Moderator

Please share, save or recycle your
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(A column from Service & Outreach)
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Moderator’sCorner
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Support
Our

Troops
As many of you know, Barb Frey’s son,
Ed, recently left for Afghanistan with his

platoon of Marines. The Board of
Service and Outreach plans to begin

coordinating collection of items to make
care packages for these troops. Some of
the items Ed (SSgt Edmund Unger) has
requested include, gum, toiletries such
as mouthwash and foot powder, books

and magazines.

Watch for more details in upcoming
Tidings and Sunday bulletins.

This month the Fourth Sunday
Special Offering will benefit Church
World Service, a cooperative min-

istry of 35 denominations that work to
eradicate hunger and poverty by providing
sustainable self-help and development, dis-
aster relief and refugee assistance around
the world. CWS projects range from sup-
porting foods banks to sustainable fishing
and agriculture programs to hurricane
relief.

Through your generous contribu-
tions, last month’s Special Offering raised
over $1,000 for the benefit of Hands on
Hartford.

Service and Outreach sponsors a
Special Offering every fourth Sunday of
the month to benefit a service organiza-
tion that helps those in greater need than
ourselves. In this time of economic uncer-
tainty, we hope you will be able to sup-
port those who most need our help. If you
support organizations that need the
Church’s wider support, please let us
know. We encourage you to consider a
contribution to Church World Service in
our “Reach Out” envelope. Thank you for
your support. �

Gather ‘Round the Table 2010

We have been eavesdropping again, and it seems that the
Gather Round the Table dinners, brunches and picnics
on the deck have gone well. We are happy that people

have enjoyed the experience and are clamoring for more!
This is how it works: Over a nine-month period of the year, individ-

uals or couples will take one turn hosting a group of six to nine for a meal in their
home (according to a pre-set list of hosts and guests) and attend three other events
hosted by others. The meal can be anything from a simple chili lunch, to a brunch
with a seasonal holiday theme, a simple buffet or a sit-down dinner. The emphasis
is on companionship, not matching dishes and glassware! The host provides the
place, the beverages and the entree; those invited bring an appetizer, vegetables,
bread, salad, dessert or whatever else is needed.

We are looking to begin the cycle again in 2010 with March/April, continue
with May/June and pick up in the fall with September/October finishing the cycle
with November/December/January ‘11.

Once we have the names of everyone who wants to participate, we will assem-
ble a list of all involved with their contact information and randomly select rosters
of names for every two-month cycle. All who participate will get an information
packet.We hope to have this to you by mid-February so we can get started in March.

These small events have worked well to widen the circles of long term and new
church members alike. We hope that if you haven’t been involved, you will join
with us to enjoy the good company and have a nice meal in the process. If you have
taken part, be sure to let us know that you want to do it again. We will have a table
at coffee hour for the whole month of January. Please come and chat with us there,
or give one of us a call if you have any questions! Please fill out the form and return
it to us before the end of January.

Fellowship Work Group
Marge Bishop, Gail Hamblett, Dottie Stone, and Ann Conable

SIGN-UP! Gather ‘Round
the Table •Due 1/31/10

� I/We would like to take part
in “Gather Round the Table”

� I/We would like to take part,
but won’t be able to host

Name__________________________________

Address ________________________________

______________________________________

Email __________________________________

Phone number __________________________

Please return this form to one of us below at Coffee
Hour, or send one of us an Email with your informa-
tion by January 31, 2010. We expect to have the
list of groups ready by mid-February, and at that
time will go over the ground rules again in an
accompanying letter. We are available to answer
any questions:

� Dottie Stone 860-521-0554 dottie@stone-stonect.com
� Marge Bishop, 860-521-2189
� Gail Hamblett, 860-521-9136, gailhamb@aol.com
� Ann Conable, 860-313-0378, aconable@att.net

Please SIGN UP/ call
the church office

860-233-9605
Hosted by the CE Board and the

Fellowship Committee

*Each adult and child is
asked to bring a

wrapped
“Yankee Swap” item

(a treasure or gift you’re
not using, OR a new or

old item, OR a food
item, OR a joke gift,

OR just about anything
is O.K.). The

“Yankee Swaps” will be
our prizes!

Bring asalad ordessert toshare

Come to a

“BEACH PARTY”
BINGO NIGHT!

Blest Be the Pie that Binds
An Intergenerational Pizza Party

In the Auditorium
Friday, January 22 • 6:30 – 8:30 PM

Hawaiian Shirts

are Encouraged!

PRIZES:

Bring a

“Yankee Swap”

item!*

They gathered ‘round the table at the home of Gail and Ken Hamblett and a good time was had by all.
From left to right: Dottie Allen, Ralph Worth, JoAnne Taylor, Ken and Gail Hamblett, Ken Taylor and
Marge Bishop. (photo by Brenda Worth). This was just one of 30 Gather ‘Round the Table events held
in homes in our church community this past year. We are excited about doing it again in 2010. All
are encouraged to participate.

Chapel Restoration
The Chapel Restoration Project will begin in mid-January.
Stay tuned in for updates of this exciting project. Many

thanks to our Habitat volunteers who are painting for us!



FIRST CHURCH SUMMER CAMP

“BUILDING BRIDGES”
Creatively, Artistically,
Biblically

Director---Katie Zahara
July 19- July 23 Mon.-Fri.

9 A.M.-Noon
FOR: children/youth entering K-8

(middle schoolers will be
leaders-in- training)
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CHURCH BULLETIN BOARD
AND FAMILY NEWS

BIRTHS, WEDDINGS, DEATHS
none reported

BAPTISMS
Aidan Sean
Plamondon was bap-

tized 11/29/09 parents are Michelle
and John Plamondon

CELEBRATIONS
Susan Izard was a
guest panelist on Colin

McEnroe’s radio program on December
1st, on WNPR speaking on music’s role in
spirituality & worship. Susan spoke specifi-
cally about the Taize worship experience.
You can listen to the show via
www.cpbn.org/program/colin-mcenroe-
show and find the 12/01/09 episode.

If you have an announcement to share with
your church family, please call the church

office: 860-233-9605.

Church School News

Our Christmas Around the World Unit was a huge success! The Church School
Workshops had the children celebrating Christmas with some of the customs

and traditions of far-away and long-ago places such as Germany, Mexico,
England, and France. There were many surprises and delicious international

food tastings along the way.

The Christian Education Program and Workshop Rotation Model (WoRM) for the
second half of the 2009-2010 church school year will explore the following;

Zacchaeus, Jesus the Teacher, Palm Sunday, Paul and the Underground Church,
The Bible Olympics. Stay tuned...more details to follow!

The Live B.I.G. Church Preschool Program for our 3’s and 4’s will continue
with the Winter curriculum that focuses on Love, Community Service,

Friendship and following Jesus as Good Samaritans.

As always, questions comments and ideas, contact:
-Colleen Mitchell

Associate in Christian Education 233-9605 ext 106,
colleen.mitchell@whfirstchurch.org

Happy New Year to First Church from
the children and staff of First Church
Nursery School.

We would like to thank those of you
who made donations to the nursery school
throughout 2009 – and there were many
who gave to us in so many different ways!
The nursery school is an incredible mis-
sion outreach to the greater West Hartford
community. Some of our families come to
church and join our membership, others
enjoy activities from the large and varied
menu of programs we offer during the
year, and all are exposed to the warmth
and Christian love our Church and its
members radiate. We are incredibly
blessed to be able to shine to so many
“where the center meets the square!” May
2010 create an even stronger bond
between the Church and First Church
Nursery School.

‘Blessed to be here!
–Ruthie Johnson, Director

WoRM (Workshop Rotation Model)
Kindergarten - 8th Grade

Happy New Year to all our Families!

Bob Clark comes to us with his adorable twin children, Catie and Peter, and his
wife Megan. Bob grew up in the congregational tradition in Middlebury. He is employed
at Turner Investment Partners in Hartford where he serves as a Mutual Fund Manager.
Megan is happy to be a SAHM (stay-at-home-mom) and was an executive in banking
before the birth of their children last February. Bob’s father was a member of our church
and sang in the choir some 40-plus years ago! In his spare time Bob enjoys time with his
family, hockey, ultimate Frisbee, and both downhill and cross country skiing.

James Ebert, a UCC Minister, comes to us by letter of transfer from the First Church
of Christ in Old Greenwich where he served as Associate Pastor to Youth. He is currently
employed as the Director of Advancement for Trinity College where his wife, Allison
Read, an Episcopal Priest, is College Chaplain. Their son, Jamie, attends our First
Church Nursery School. They are busy these days settling into their new house in
Wethersfield. In his leisure James enjoys cycling and triathlons.

Karilyn is newly married to long-time member of First Church Will Mackey. They
are still with boxes setting into their new home in Elmwood. Kari, as her friends know
her, is a library assistant at the North Haven Memorial Library. She looks forward to find-
ing work in her field in the West Hartford area. She has a very active background in the
Lutheran Church where she grew up. In her spare time Kari enjoys ballroom and vintage
dance, writing, historical re-enacting, sewing, cooking, fencing, and singing.

Kathy Murphy is a registered nurse at the Hospital of Center Connecticut. She has
been a “traveling” nurse which has given her experiences in health care around the coun-
try. Her daughter’s family, including Brittany, Josh and grandson Tyler are members
here at First Church and she has enjoyed worshipping with them. Her past church life
includes teaching Sunday School when her children were young. In her spare time she
enjoys hiking.

Michelle Plamondon comes to us with her husband John and their two children
Noah and Aidan. They recently moved to West Hartford from Canada. She is employed
in Rocky Hill at Ingenix and her work involves regulatory processes for Medicare and
Medicaid programs. Michelle grew up in Southwick, Massachusetts. In her spare time
she enjoys snow-boarding, concerts, play-dates, and crafting.

Joe and Susan Tobin were members here at First Church at one time and are glad
to be coming back home. Joe fondly remembers attending here with his uncle when was
growing up. He is in the midst of some new pursuits which includes Clinical Pastoral
Education at Saint Francis Hospital and studies in Seminary. Susan is employed in the
insurance world. They are the parents of two grown children, Jonathan and recently mar-
ried Martha. �

Please reach out and welcome our newest members
who joined First Church on December 13!

New Members from left: Kathy Murphy; Kari Mackey; Bob Clark; Susan and Joe Tobin; James Ebert
and Michelle Plamondon.
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Calling All Kids!
The First Church’s Children’s Choir is for YOU! Practices are Sundays, after church on the fourth

floor--room 409. We perform about once a month. For more info, contact
Sara Enger sara_enger@yahoo.com or 860-216-2867, 860-216-2867 or

Carol Lorenzo ctlorenzo@comcast.net

Z Time Is Here
Zacchaeus is visiting the 4th Floor

WoRM on Jan. 17, 24, 31

The Z Extension is from 11-11:30 and will
include a snack.

“Hurry On Down” is a musical drama
about Z and how his life was changed

forever by J

Our church school and youth groups will
be the cast and the orchestra.
The performance will be on

May 23 at 10 A.M.

ZZZZZZZZZZZZ is coming...

SAVE THE
DATE!

Something
NEW!

Recycled Printer Cartridges =
A Cleaner Environment +
Reduced Office Expenses

First Church will receive a $3 credit
from Staples for every used inkjet and laser
cartridge we return to them (up to 20 per
month). That’s $60 each month that we
could receive to help defray our office
expenses. Since we started our recycling
program last May, we have received $210
in free office supplies! Just drop off your
used cartridges in the church office, and
we will take care of the rest. You will be
helping the environment and our church
budget at the same time. Thank you for
your support!

– Linda Case, Church Administrator

ANNUAL FINANCIAL MEETING
Sunday, January 31, 2010

Following the 10:00 AM Worship Service
Notice is hereby given that the Annual Financial Meeting of the First Church of Christ
Congregational of West Hartford, CT will be held Sunday, January 31, 2010 following the
10:00 AM worship service in the Meeting House to transact the following items of busi-
ness:

1.To hear and act upon the 2009 Annual Financial Report.
2.To consider and vote on the First Church 2010 Proposed Budget and the John P.
Webster Library 2010 Proposed Budget; and to ratify the 2009-2010 First Church Nursery
School Budget.
3.To take such other action as may legally come before this meeting.

Given January 1, 2010
Elizabeth Spencer, Moderator

There will be an INFORMATIONAL MEETING on the 2010 Proposed Budget on
Sunday, January 17th in the Meeting House following the 10:00 AM worship

Service. Members are encouraged to come and participate.



Did you know that the aver-
age mechanical dishwash-
er uses 15 gallons of hot

water per load, whereas the average human dishwasher
[that would be you], uses only 5 gallons of hot water to
clean the same amount of dishes? That adds up to a lot of
hot water over a year, and a lot of gas or electricity to
heat that water. I am not, I repeat NOT, suggesting that
anyone quit using their mechanical dishwasher.
However, I am suggesting that you do not have to run the
dishwasher until it is filled to capacity. A quick rinse
should get your dishes clean enough to put them in the
dishwasher where they can sit until the dishwasher is full
and ready to go. �
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In the heart of West Hartford
we are called by God to grow together,
inspiring and engaging one another
through worship, learning, fellowship and outreach.

We faithfully serve our diverse community and world,
welcoming and nurturing all people
in the living Spirit of Jesus.

JANUARY 2010

12 SOUTH MAIN STREET
WEST HARTFORD, CT 06107

JANUARY 2010

PREACHING &
WORSHIP PLANS
JANUARY ‘10
10:00 am - Meeting House
10:15 am - Church School

January 3
“Is This My Obituary?”
Geordie Campbell
preaching

January 10
“The Waters of
Baptism”
An Intergenerational
and Interactive Service
on the meaning of
Baptism. Geordie
Campbell and
Barbara Frey leading

January 17
“An After Carol”
Geordie Campbell
preaching.Budget
discussion after
worship.

January 24
“A Most Special Day!”
Suzanne Carnes will
be commission during
the Service for her min-
istry as a Hospital
Chaplain
The Rev. Dr. Henry
Millan preaching.

January 31
“Tough Talk”
Barbara Frey
preaching.
Budget vote after
worship.

Please join us as together we care for God’s earth. If you have ideas to help
us all become more green, please contact Bob Izard, rizard@izardnobel.com.

Fill Your
Dishwasher

My Dear Friends,
This new year before us will

be very different for me as I antici-
pate a sabbatical and the opportu-
nity to step away from the daily
pace of parish life for a few
months! Not only different, it will
be a completely brand new expe-
rience for me! It is my thirtieth
year of ordained ministry - and this
will be my first full sabbatical in all
of those years!

We are extremely fortunate in
the generosity extended by the
Lilly Foundation. Last year when
conversations about a possible
sabbatical began and we looked at
the economic realities we are all
facing it seemed a dim and distant
dream. But a few of us put our writing skills togeth-
er and applied for a Pastoral Renewal Grant, a much-
coveted and hard-to-get award. And it came true!
The Lilly Foundation deemed us worthy of this honor
and the funds to embark on this adventure are in
hand.

So . . . what will I do with the time? The Lilly
Foundation expects an intentional balance of: (1) use-
ful research that will benefit both pastor and congre-
gation; (2) an opportunity to get outside of the role of
being pastor and renew a sense of call; (3) playfulness
and family time; and, (4) a readiness and commitment
to continue in ministry in this setting.

My time away will begin with a ten-day trip to
Scotland as Pam and I get to know more about refor-
mation history and Celtic spirituality – along with
exploring my ancestral homeland. We will be travel-

ing with Dennis Dewey, a friend to
many of us, as we get to know the
central highlands of Scotland. The
Lilly Foundation believes that the
pastor’s spouse should get away,
too – and we are so grateful for
that! The research component will
be accomplished as I visit congre-
gations that are succeeding in new
forms of worship for the twenty-
first century. These will be experi-
ential in nature, that is, I will go to
worship in these different loca-
tions to get a first hand look. The
playful portion will be my contin-
ued discovery of the world of digi-
tal photography as I make these
rounds with camera in hand – from
worship venues to Scotland and

back. And finally, I will be taking an Alban Institute
course to keep me fresh and ready with insights from
the field of congregational studies.

It all begins in April – just on the other side of
Easter. A talented workgroup is putting plans in
place to have appropriate coverage so that the pace
and progress of First Church won’t miss a beat; and
our superb church staff will be working with an inter-
im senior pastor to keep everything moving with just
the right balance. You will be hearing more!

Ever grateful for your partnership in the Gospel,

Geordie Campbell
Senior Pastor

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land
Later this month a dozen First Church folks will be making

a journey to the Holy Land.They will depart on January 25,
returning on February 3. They will be traveling with Biblical
Storytellers Dennis Dewey and Lynn White and will visit many
of the sights of both New and Old Testament stories. Please
keep our traveling entourage in your prayers. They are:
Geordie Campbell, Charlie Goodwin, Harmon and Betty Leete,
Ed and Carol Lennig, Court and Barbara Lewis, Esther Sparfard,
Nan Streeter, Pat Struglia, and Jim Warner. �

As we go to press for the January Tidings...
pledges for 2010 have not yet met our $495,000 goal. If you meant to

send in a pledge and got too busy with the holiday, please send it in now!
Thanks from your Stewardship Committee.

Got a Fresh Idea?
Helping Others… Worship…
Study Groups… Fellowship…

or ?. See page 4

Happy NEW
Year!

WOMEN - Save the Date
The Women’s Retreat is April 9 and 10 this year. Cost and more

details to follow. You may sign up with Sheila in the office.

MEN - You Are Invited
Geordie has welcomed us “... wherever you are on life's jour-

ney...” Let us gather on January 10th, after worship, from
11:30 to 12:00 and decide when, where and how we might
meet as journeymen and tell our stories. Ken Taylor, Leader.

Watch your Sunday Bulletin for location of gathering.

TAIZÉ WORSHIP: 6:30 p.m. in the chancel of
the Meeting House on January 10th. The Taizé
worship service is based on worship created
by the Taizé Community in Taizé, France. The
ecumenical Taizé Service is a contemporary, contempla-
tive time of song, silence and prayer. All are welcome.


