














John P. Webster Library

Patricia Malahan, Director

(860) 232-3893 ¢ Look for regular updates online: www.jpwlibrary.org.
HOURS: MON. - 9:00 - 5:00 ¢ TU. 9:00 - 7:00 » WED.,TH. 9:00 - 5:00

FRI. 9:00 - 3:00 # SUN. 9:00 - 12:00

Check out our new Book Nook!
Look for our library
book cart in the
auditorium during
fellowship  hour.
One of our library
board members,
Jane Cave, Nancy
Clement, Marge Bishop, Joel
Huntington, Barbara Goodwin, or
Carole Lund will have a selection of library
resources available for you to look at and
borrow. The selection will change each
week and we will have timely resources
appropriate to the season for children, teens
and adults. The library has a diverse collec-
tion of books, audio books and DVDs and
we would like to encourage you to take
advantage of its many religious and secular
resources for you and your family! If you
have any suggestions for new resources,
we’d be happy to consider acquiring them
for the collection.

Christian Classics Book Group

Our group meets on Mondays at noon to dis-
cuss books on Christianity, religion, spiritu-
ality and other germane topics. Please bring
a bag lunch; coffee and tea are provided.
During Lent we will be reading and dis-
cussing “Encounters with Jesus: Studies in
the Gospel of Jobn” by Frances Taylor
Gench. Copies of the book are available in
the library.

Soup and Scripture

On each Tuesday from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m., our
group meets in the library. A basic meal of
soup and bread is served, we then take turns
reading scripture and have a brief informal
discussion of the readings.

Food for Thought Book Group

This popular book group discussion is held
on the first Thursday of each month, from
October through May, from 5:45 to 7 p.m.
Participants are invited to bring their own

“brown bag” supper and the library will pro-
vide beverages and dessert. Our next meet-
ing will be on March 4 when we will discuss
“Driftless” by David Rhodes in anticipation
of his visit to West Hartford Town Hall on
April 13th in celebration of Library Week.
Copies of the book are available in the
library.

The John P. Webster Gallery

In anticipation of Spring, the Gallery will
exhibit photographs of stages of “Roses in
Bloom” by Ronald Thomas during the
month of March.

NEW RESOURCES

Adult
The boy who harnessed the wind
by William Kamkwamba
Dawn light by Diane Ackerman
Eternal life by John Shelby Spong
Jewish Literacy by Joseph Telushkin
Judaism by Michael Fishbane
Let the great world spin
by Colum McCann
Mennonite in a little black dress
by Rhoda Janzen
The new shape of world Christianity
by Mark Noll
Storms of my grandchildren
by James Hansen
Upbolding mystery, an anthology of
contemporary poetry

Children
Chicka chicka 1,2,3 by Bill Martin
Counting crocodiles by Judy Sierra
The I love you book by Todd Parr
Lights of winter by Heather Conrad
The night of Las Posadas

by Tomie DePaola
Q is for duck by Mary Elting
Ten little fish by Audrey Wood

From Parish Care:

On Sunday March 28th Parish Care
will assist the Pastors of the church with
“Recognition Sunday” during second hour.
We will celebrate a person's years of mem-
bership in the First Church starting at 25
and going to 60+ years. Come celebrate
with us! Dick Moffitt <

Save The Date:

On Sunday, May 16th second hour we
will have Parish Care Sunday again. Our
topic of discussion is “Hospice Care.” We
will have a speaker who will inform and
engage us in “the types of Hospice Care
and how, when and where it can be used
by someone?” Join us for lunch and bring
all of your questions. Call the church
office to sign up. Any questions see Dick
Moffitt, chairman. <%

Easter is just around the corner!
Help make it a brighter day for a
needy child!

Please pick up an Easter basket at coffee hour
on March 14th or 21st. Fill it with goodies for
the child designated on the tag. Then drop it off
in the church office by March 26 (Palm Sunday).
Filled baskets will be distributed to children
at Middletown DCF and
Klingberg Family Centers in Hartford.
Questions? Call Bev (660-561-1521) or
Carole (660-4061-7927)
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Out

(A column from Service & Outreach)

his month the Fourth Sunday Special

Offering will benefit Loaves &

Fishes. Loaves & Fishes serves low-
income and poverty level individuals and
families. Through education, food, coun-
seling, and economic development pro-
grams, Loaves & Fishes hopes to provide
at least some of the community fabric that
is critical to personal achievement.

Through your generous contribu-
tions, last month’s Special Offering raised
$4,600 for the benefit of Church World
Service/Haitian Relief.

Service and Outreach sponsors a
Special Offering every fourth Sunday of
the month to benefit a service organiza-
tion that helps those in greater need than
ourselves. In this time of economic uncer-
tainty, we hope you will be able to sup-
port those who most need our help. If you
support organizations that need the
Church’s wider support, please let us
know. We encourage you to consider a
contribution to Loaves & Fishes in our
“Reach Out” envelope. Thank you for
your support. %

Office Hours

The Church Office is open from
8:30 AM to 3:30 PM,
Monday through Friday.
The holiday closing schedule is
posted on the window
next to the office door.

reetings from the \

GModerator’s Corner! 1It's MarCh 10
that time of year again!

Our 2010 Annual Meeting will be

’
Moderator's @ "=
held on March 14, following Corner ~ar g
Sunday worship. Our Youth

group will be preparing and serving luncheon. Many of you will
remember the great job our youth did last year with the luncheon.
We look forward to enjoying the meal this year as well. During
our annual meeting we will vote on the slate of those members who will be joining
boards and ministries. Also, we will be voting on our revised By-Laws. Please join us on
that Sunday if you can.

For those who will be ending their term on a board or ministry, I would like to
extend a big 'Thank You' for your service to our church community. We greatly appre-
ciate your interest and dedication.

Peace,

Liz Spencer, Moderator

New Member Call

Once again we invite any who are new to First Church to a special gathering to

/ ,r:. <

learn all about our wonderful church family and programs. This is a “no strings

attached” meeting with the simple agenda of getting to know one another better,
and getting to know the breadth and reach of First Church’s many ministries. This meet-
ing will be on February 28 from 4:00 - 5:30 in the afternoon.

If, after attending this first session, you decide to join First Church, a second meet-
ing will be offered on March 14 from 4:00 - 5:30. This second gathering is to learn more
about First Church history and the meaning of membership. New members will then be
received into our Church Family on March 21 during our morning worship.

If you would like to be included or invited, please give Geordie or Barbara a call!

A Note of Thanks ﬁom/ Bea:

I thank all wy friends at First Church who have kept in touch with me through phone calls,
cards, and ﬂowwr. 1 appreciate your thoaﬁ/bgﬁdmm and, care. I miss be{l@ able to be with youw
but your outreach helps me more than you know: God, bless you!

fi#wereé/, Bea King

~NN~NNN N~~~

-Ed Unger

~NNNNNNS SN

packs, etc. Thank you!

[
Email from Our “Troops”
This is an email received by Bev Truebig on February 4, 2010 from SSgt Ed Unger, who we are supporting in Afghanistan:

Another two boxes just arrived today! Thanks so much to you and the group for thinking of us the way you have, it is appreciated.
And as far as making them all arrive at different times, it always varied based on the availability

of flights and convoys around our area, and from the US to other places and back. So mailing :

something a week later doesn't mean it won't arrive at the same time as something else, or even F

sooner sometimes. It's crazy how it works sometimes, but often personal mail gets bumped
because of other priorities that they deliver to us.

The snack stuff is by far the most appreciated here, and everyone likes that stuff.

Thanks again for the support and your good wishes.

So far we have shipped 7 boxes. Please continue to drop off items at our Support Our
Troops table at coffee hour. Suggestions are dried fruit, nuts, crackers, pretzels, energy bars,
hot chocolate mix, coffee, tea, beef jerky, already- popped popcorn, cookies, cereal variety

SSGT Ed
Unger

/',1

PHOTO COURTESY OF BARB FREY
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FIRST CHURCH TIDINGS « WWW WHFIRSTCHURCH.ORG ¢ MARCH 2010 » PAGE 6



Journeymen

Another new initiative! Ken
Taylor and Geordie Campbell have
convened a men’s group under the
name of Journeymen. This is an
opportunity for the men of First
Church to explore together friend-
ship and conversation around the
unique experiences of men’s spiritu-
ality. We begin with “Whoever you
are, wherever you are on life’s jour-
ney . ..” and we explore that togeth-
er. Meetings are at 8 AM on Sunday
mornings in the Fellowship Room.
Questions? Give Ken a call.

Lenten Labyrinth Walk

N

The Spiritual Life Ministry is sponsor-
ing a candle light labyrinth walk on March
18th and you are invited to stop in some-
time between 4:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m to
join us.  The walk will be held in the
Auditorium. Please join us for this time of
reflection and contemplation. All mem-
bers and guests are welcome. %

Annual Women’s
Retreat

The annual Women’s Retreat will be
held on April 9th to 10th at Wisdom House
in Litchfield, CT. Susan Izard will lead us
in the theme: “Open Hearts, Open Minds.”
The retreat is a time for fellowship, reflec-
tion, prayer and enjoying early spring in
northern Connecticut. Year after year we
have enjoyed this time together and invite
all new female members of our church
join us this year! The cost is $91. This
covers housing and three meals. Please
sign up in the church office, 860-233-
9605. %

Church School News

For our 3 and 4-year-olds-Live B.l.G. (Believe in

God) Preschool Program
Each week, our 3’s and 4’s learn specific Bible stories, songs and activities in Room 216.
The theme of our Spring Curriculum will center around the many ways Jesus teaches us
to love, honor, and forgive. The Children will recognize that Jesus will always love us,
even when we make mistakes.The Bible stories and verses for March will be:
Mary of Bethany, John 12:1-3
The Last Supper, Luke 22:7-23
Peter’s Denial, Matthew 26:33-35
Palm Sunday/Holy Week, Mark 11:1-11
The Theme for April will be: Jesus is Alive!

Infant & Toddler care is available every Sunday morning
- Room 214 from 9:45 to 11:15 a.m.

Our K-7th graders are learning about:
“Jesus the Teacher” ¢ February 14th - March 14th
Our Jesus the Teacher rotation is centered around Blessings and Discipleship. The Latin
term for Blessings is Beatitude. The Beatitudes or Blessings have many different mean-
ings and ways in which they are carried out in action and deed. We all have Blessings
and are Disciples of Jesus in a variety of ways, because we are Christians and follow of
his teachings.

Palm Sunday ¢ March 21st and 28th
The Palm Sunday church school rotation will have four centers: Palm Sunday, The
Last Supper, Good Friday and Easter. The children will visit two centers each week.
Through these hands on centers they will explore the events of Holy Week. Centers
will focus on Bible verses, the symbols of Lent and Easter as well as fun games and
activities.

No Church School on Easter Sunday
Infant and Toddler care is available in Room 216

Exciting Plans Ahead...

The WoRM (Workshop Rotation Model) program for K-7th grade has some very
exciting plans in the works! Beginning on April 11th, our 4th floor learning spaces will
be transformed into an underground, catacomb-like prison setting for the children to
learn about and experience our Paul and the Underground Church unit.

The simulated environment, dark, dank and mysterious, will accentuate the lessons,
Bible stories and Scripture messages of Paul and early Christianity. The children will
explore the tremendous risks, perilous extremes and secret codes of the early church

and how important it is to understand the roots of our faith. Secret signs are all around
us. Do you see them? Do you know what they mean? Do you think you can crack the
codes? Visit the 4th floor catacombs April 11, 18, and 25th to learn more!

Are you... Looking for some adventure? Handy with tools? A Biblical history
buff? 1f so, we need your talent and help. Please contact Colleen F. Mitchell,
Associate in Christian Education 860-233-9605 ext 106 or
colleen.mitchell@whfirstchurch.org for more information.
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12 SOUTH MAIN STREET
WEST HARTFORD, CT 06107

Hot Water
Heater Insulation

id you know that if you wrap your
Dwater heater in an insulation blan-

ket, you can save 1,000 pounds of
CO, a year? That is three times the CO, savings from changing
the average house from incandescent to fluorescent light bulbs.
It’s easy. A store like Home Depot sells hot water heater insula-
tion blankets for a reasonable price, and you simply wrap the
heater with the blanket and tape it closed. It takes no time at
all—you are done in minutes. So, next time you are shopping,
take a look. «¢

If you bave ideas to belp us all become more green, please contact Bob Izard
via email: rizard@izardnobel.com.

Iarst Church?Christ

CO’lgTegat’iO]’lal UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

TAIZE WORSHIP MARCH 14TH
Join us at 6:30 p.m. in the Chapel on March 14th. §

The Taizé worship service is based on worship
created by the Taizé Community in Taizé, France.
The ecumenical Taizé Service is a contemporary,
contemplative time of song, silence and prayer.
All are welcome.

Now in
the Chapel

CALL TO THE

ANNUAL MEETING
Sunday, March 14, 2010
following the 10:00 AM Worship Service
in the Auditorium

Notice is hereby given that the Annual Meeting of the First
Church of Christ Congregational of West Harfford, CT will be
held Sunday, March 14, 2010 following the 10:00 AM worship
service in the Auditorium to transact the following items of busi-
ness:

1.To hear and act upon the 2009 Annual Reports.
2.7To hear and act upon the Revised Bylaws
3.To hear any other matters and take such other action

as may legally come before this meeting.
Given February 16 , 2010
Elizabeth L. Spencer, Moderator

APRIL TIDINGS Deadline:
Submissions are due on MARCH 14th to Joy Taylor.
Email to: jtaylor@hometownmarketing.com
Phone/voice mail: 860-231-7617, x12
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