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In the heart of West Hartford
we are called by God to grow together,
inspiring and engaging one another
through worship, learning, fellowship and outreach.

We faithfully serve our diverse community and world,
welcoming and nurturing all people
in the living Spirit of Jesus.
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PREACHING & 
WORSHIP PLANS 
NOVEMBER ‘08
8 am - Chapel
10 am - Meeting House
10:15 am - Church School

November 2:
“The Reconciler”
Geordie Campbell
preaching
• Peace-Pole
Dedication following
service (see page 2)

November 9:
ONE Service at 
10:00 AM. 
Music Sunday
Jim Boratko leading

November 16:
Youth Sunday
The Rev. Day
McAllister preaching

November 23:
“We Need A Little
Thanksgiving!”
Geordie Campbell
preaching

November 30:
“Hoping for Change”
Barbara Fry preaching

IT IS TIME FOR
COMFORT FOOD

Support the Youth-
Order your pie today!

See page 4

The holidays are coming! 
This year for Thanksgiving we will again be making

up food baskets for needy families. Watch for more infor-
mation in the bulletin and in Sunday School classes.

For Christmas, the Share-A-Gift tree will again be in
the auditorium during Advent. There will be “gift tags” designating
specific children at Klingberg Family Center in Hartford, as well as
at Middletown DCF. Please take a tag and purchase a gift for the
age and gender specified on the tag, then place it under the tree
(unwrapped) or bring it to the church office by Dec. 14.

–Bev Truebig, Carole Carter and Cindy Bemis �

New Members Welcome
If you are looking for a church to call home . . . we would be

delighted to welcome you!  Each year we offer three opportunities
designated as new member Sundays.  An orientation time precedes
each of these. We will be welcoming new members again on
November 23. An orientation time was offered on October 19th.
The next opportunity will be on the first Sunday in Lent.  Would
you like to know more?  Speak to one of the pastors, or to George
Stone who chairs our Membership Ministry. �

Confirmation Class
Our Confirmation Class gets underway this month with ses-

sions beginning on November 12.  It is always a time of growth for
our Confirmands and also our Pastors!  They will be asking and
answering 22 different questions of faith together over 22
Wednesday Evenings.  Among the questions are:

Who is God?
Where does Jesus fit in?

What about the Holy Spirit?
Where did the Bible come from?

How did the church begin?
What about other faiths?

What do I really believe?
Want to know more?  Give Geordie, Barb or Susan a call!

THE BIBLE AND HANDEL’S MESSIAH – 
AN ADVENT STUDY 

This year for an Advent Study we will explore
the meaning of the scripture used in Handel’s Messiah.
Susan Izard will guide us through these discussions for this well
loved piece of music.  The course will be held on Monday nights
December 1, 8 and 15 at 7:30 in the Auditorium.  Please sign up in
the church office, 233-9605, by the end of November. �

Sign Up
NOW!

World Travels...
Visits...Studying
A homecoming message from 
Rev. Barbara Frey

Dear Friends, As you read this, I am back among you and
so glad to be with you again. I may look the same, but
below the surface some significant changes have

occurred. During this precious gift of sabbatical time, I have been
stretched spiritually, intellectually, emotionally. I am grateful for
the wonderful and fulfilling opportunities that I have experi-
enced. In these three months my heart and soul have been
watered and I have drunk deeply from the wellsprings of life and
faith.

My family and I are so grateful for the time that we had to
be able to bond, reconnect, and strengthen our relationships. My husband, Frank, and I book-ended the sab-
batical with an adventure in Alaska’s wilderness and with bicycling in the hill towns of Tuscany, Italy. In late
August, my sister bicycled with me in Acadia National Park in Maine.  In September, my mother traveled to
California with me to visit my older son, Ed, and to celebrate my grandson’s 8th birthday where four genera-
tions of us were together. During this Fall football season, I have been able to cheer and support my younger
son, Tom, who is the head football coach for Guilford (Connecticut) High School.

Woven into the fabric of these three sabbatical months have been intentional reading, visiting other UCC
churches in Arizona and California and Connecticut, and thinking about family life and intergenerational con-
nections at First Church. In Belfast, Maine I visited Catherine Alling, now 95 years young, who is still knitting
and missing her friends here. Through e-mail with my colleagues, I have been in touch and connected to you.
Isn’t modern technology amazing?  

Renewed spiritually and re-energized with new perspectives and creativity, I come home to my First
Church community with a heart full of gratitude and hope for our future as Christ’s Church together.

In my final days of sabbatical, I prepare for re-entry into parish life and service. I am using some newly
acquired skills in PowerPoint to prepare a presentation that will share the highlights of my sabbatical with you. 

See you soon! Blessings and Peace, 

Rev. Barbara Frey

Barb Frey in
Alaska.


