











John P. Webster Library

Patricia Malahan, Director

(860) 232-3893 ¢ Look for regular updates online: www.jpwlibrary.org.
HOURS: MON. - 9:00 - 5:00 ® TU. 9:00 - 7:00 » WED.,TH. 9:00 - 5:00

FRI. 9:00 - 3:00 # SUN. 9:00 - 12:00

Christian Classics Book Group

Our group meets on Mondays at
noon to discuss books on Christianity,
religion, spirituality and other ger-
mane topics. Our next book will be
“Wordy Shipmates” by Sarah Vowell.
Copies of the books are available in the
library. Please bring a bag lunch; cof-
fee and tea are provided.

Soup and Scripture

On each Tuesday from 6
p.m. to 7 p.m., our group meets
in the library. A basic meal of
soup and bread is served, we then
take turns reading scripture and
have a brief informal discussion

of the readings.

Food for Thought Book Group

This popular book group discussion is
held on the first Thursday of each month,
from October through May, from 5:45 to 7
p-m. Participants are invited to bring their
own “brown bag” supper and the library
will provide beverages and dessert. On
Thursday, November 5 we will meet to dis-
cuss “The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel
Pie Society”. Copies of the books will be
available in the library.

Coming Next Month

Stay tuned to December’s Tidings for a
synopsis of Dr. Richard Freund’s October
19th lecture on “The Ten Greatest
Archaeological Discoveries in the Holy
Land.

Please see the letter from the Stewardship Ministry on Page 2.
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Out

(A column from Service & Outreach)

FOURTH SUNDAY
SPECIAL OFFERING

Hands

Caring in Action \HARTFORD

werly Center City Churches

This month the Fourth Sunday Special
Offering will benefit Hands on Hartford.

Hands on Hartford supports, among
other things, the MANNA food bank; the
Center for Youth, which serves hundreds
of elementary schoolchildren with after-
school programming and family services;
and Peter’s Retreat, which provides hous-
ing for those with HIV/AIDS.

Through your generous contribu-
tions, last month’s Special Offering raised
$3,500 for the benefit of Habitat for
Humanity. Thank you.

Service and Outreach sponsors a
Special Offering every fourth Sunday of
the month to benefit a service organiza-
tion that helps those in greater need than
ourselves. In this time of economic uncer-
tainty, we hope you will be able to sup-
port those who most need our help. If you
support organizations that need the
Church’s wider support, please let us
know. We encourage you to consider a
contribution to Hands on Hartford in our
“Reach Out” envelope. Thank you for your
support. ¢

Thank you to all who donated hats, mit-
tens and other warm things during the
month of October. These will be given to

our Covenant to Care for Children social
workers, for distribution to the children.

We will be collecting food at
Thanksgiving time to make up food bas-
kets for these children and their families.

Watch your bulletin for information.

Bev Truebig and Carole Carter

Glr\izg:rgastor’s fr(?(ilrlner! th(; NOV- ‘09 ,
Moderator's

have excellent news to

share with you all. For some
months now the Steering Corn er
Committee, Church Council and
Board of Deacons have been working with Geordie Campbell as
we all plan for his upcoming sabbatical in 2010. These discus-
sions have included Geordie’s plans for rest, renewal and refocus,

our plans for senior interim leadership and the funding required for all these activities.
While the church has some money set aside for sabbatical expenses, it falls short of what
we would like or need. Last May Geordie Campbell, our Senior Deacon Eleanor Wight
and I submitted a grant application to the Lilly Endowment, Inc. Clergy Renewal Program
requesting the additional funding. The competition for these grants is very strong but we
remained positive and hopeful.

Iam very happy to announce that First Church has been awarded the grant from the
Lilly Endowment, and it’s for the full amount we requested. With the awarding of this
grant, the Lilly Endowment is recognizing both the progress we have made in recent
years as well as our potential for the future. I am very happy and proud of this recogni-
tion of the work of our church. The grant application was written by just 3 of us but it
represented the hard work of you all. Thank you!

The Steering Committee, Church Council and Deacons along with Geordie will con-
tinue to develop plans for his sabbatical. We will look forward to sharing those plans
with you.

Thanks,
Liz Spencer, Moderator

Tea Party/Kitchen Shower
Sunday, November 8, 2009 Immediately Following the
10 a.m. Church Service

Come to a “shower” to help stock up our new
Kitchen! Remember how nice it was to get NEW things
for your kitchen when you first started out on your
own? Now’s the time to bring that same good feeling to our own church kitchen on
November 8th. Sign-up at the November 1st coffee hour, or please contact Kathy Roberts
at 561-4185, e-mail kathyr@comcast.net if you would like to attend.

We are also looking to borrow vintage or new wedding dresses for a fashion show
during the event. Please contact Jean Pearson at 521-4356 who will be coordinating the
collection of gowns.

We are looking for the following items for the kitchen:
Large serving bowls Measuring spoons Butter knives

Cheese grater Sponges Electric can opener
Dish clothes Ladles Dish Towels
Timers Cutting boards

Cookie sheets

Teflon spatulas

Pot Holders

Large cooking spoons
Flat cake pans
Measuring cups

Pot Scrubbers

Whisks

Large colanders (2)

Items that can be bought new or gently used:
Food Processor Blender
Stand mixer Knife sharpener

ltems we are accepting donations towards:
Baskets for rolls 2 large frying pans
Water pitchers Pots/pans

Syrup jugs Casserole dishes
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he West Hartford Fire Fighters have made their annual
ChurCh 50h00' N3W5 I visit to First Church Nursery School and inspired yet Fir\s-’- Ch(Jr‘Ch

ur church school program, Faith
Ojourneys, is off to a wonderful

start! In September our children
explored the many aspects that surround
the Sacrament of Communion. The deli-
cious aroma of baking bread filled our 4th
floor as the children talked about special
meals with Jesus and what communion
represents to them and their families. A
special Communion Together as a Family
Workshop took place on September 27th.
Children K-2nd grade and their families
learned all about this Sacrament in prepa-
ration for World Communion Sunday.

The church school children are in the
middle of a two-part rotation on the life of
Joseph; Joseph, the Dreamer and Joseph’s
Reunion. They are learning about his role
and significance in the Old Testament as
well as The New Testament. The curricu-
lum, lessons and activities explore such
topics as sibling rivalry, favoritism, jeal-
ousy and Joseph’s amazing dreams. Many
of the activities will use color to represent
feelings and help us to express our
thoughts creatively. Our scripture focus
for the rotation is Genesis 37 and 45.

The Live B.I.G. (Believe in God)
Curriculum specifically designed for
today’s preschoolers has been a hit! Our
3’s and 4’s, teachers and parents have
embraced this F.F.F. (First Faith
Foundation) interactive approach for the
nurturing of faith formation. The Live
B.I.G. home/church connection highlights
the importance of Christian Education as a
Family. Be on the lookout...our mascot,
Bongo, will be making special guest
appearances in the weeks to come!

Looking ahead, Bible Funshop for 4th
graders and their families, November 8th,
11:15-12:30. Refreshments will be served.

Bible Sunday, November 15th. 4th
graders will receive their very own Bibles
during the 10:00 a.m. worship service.

As always, questions comments and
ideas, contact:

-Colleen Mitchell
Associate in Christian Education
233-9605 ext 106,
colleen.mitchell@wbfirstchurch.org

another generation of future fire fighters!

M The teachers and children are harvesting the last of the d
crops from our wonderful garden. The herbs will be
saved and used for both cooking and art projects!
B Participating in the Mitten Drive for Covenant to Care
has prepared us for the next sharing project which will be the canned food drive. Last
year, months after the collected food was given for Thanksgiving baskets, food continued
to pour in. So, we collected more and took a walk to the Food Bank at Town Hall to
donate it all! 'm hoping that our families will be that generous again!
B On Wednesday, November 11th, we will be sponsoring a guest speaker, Noreen
Simmons, who will talk about Autism. Noreen is both the mother of a son with Autism
and Chairperson of the Autism Speaks Greater Hartford Walk for Autism. The program
will be in the Auditorium from 7:00-8:00 p.m.
B Please remember that Church members receive priority in registering their children
for nursery school. In-house registration will take place during the week of November
16th. If you have a child, infant through age 5 (PreK class,) please call our office at 232-
2106 to reserve a spot or be added to the waiting list.
M Barnes and Noble Night will be coming up soon! Tuesday, December 1st from 5:00-
8:00 p.m. will be First Church Nursery School’s night! Our classes will be presenting
some songs and fingerplays. They were adorable on stage last year! A portion of sales ALL
DAY on Dec. 1st will go to the school just by mentioning that you are from First Church!
Thank you, in advance, for your support.

Blessed to be bere! Ruthie Jobnson, Director

/
Wihod @

Where lacrring & caring go hand in hand

A Rare Opportunity for Interfaith Dialogue

We are just getting to know Lady Mandalika, our international
seminary student at Hartford Seminary. We are Lady’s “Host
Church” for this year of study. Lady’s home is Indonesia. She holds
a Master of Theology degree with a special focus on interfaith dia-
logue. Her husband, Abraham, is a PhD student finishing up his dis-
sertation. Lady and Abraham are affiliated with the Presbyterian
Church of Indonesia where Abraham anticipates being ordained as
a Pastor.

One seed of hope that we are planting for her time with us is that we can
engage some opportunities for Interfaith Dialogue here at First Church with Lady
and a few of her Muslim friends at the Seminary. If you would be interested in par-
ticipating in these, or in helping to make them happen, please give Geordie a
call. Let’s not miss this opportunity to advance our understanding of others! <*

All Aboard!

A space or two are left . . . maybe! Thirteen of us will embark on a journey to the
Holy Land on January 25. We will return on February 3. It will be a life-enriching pil-
grimage to the land of so much of our Biblical heritage. If you would like to know more,
call Geordie. But don’t delay! Time is fast running out! «*

Third Mondays

We continue our “Third Mondays” in preparation for our trip to Israel and Palestine.
These sessions are open to all - whether planning to make the journey with us or not.
This month offers an excellent PBS DVD with discussion entitled “Jerusalem: Center of
the World.” The Date: November 16. The time 7:00 PM.

Please call the church office to sign up! %
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12 SOUTH MAIN STREET
WEST HARTFORD, CT 06107

The Great
Diaper Debate

ou’re not going to believe
Ythis. The average baby pro-

duces one ton of dirty dia-
pers in its lifetime. So, what is a green parent to do? Use
rivers of water and gobs of energy to wash cloth diapers,
or contribute to the 20 billion diapers buried in U. S. land-
fills every year? The answer - according to the U.K.
Environment Agency, at the end of the day, it doesn’t
really matter. But, the best choice may be to use green
disposable diapers such as Seventh Generation which are
chlorine free and replace plastic with wood pulp in corn-
starch whenever possible. These diapers allow you to
avoid the heavy energy use necessary to clean cloth dia-
pers, yet have a much shorter landfill “half-life” than con-
ventional disposable diapers. %

Please join us as together we care for God’s earth. If you bave ideas to belp
us all become more green, please contact Bob Izard, rizard@izardnobel.com.

Did you know you can read Tidings on-line too? A color version of what you are
holding in your hands can be found on our website: www.whfirstchurch.org. You'll
find back issues and Sermons tool Spread the good word!

Iarst Church?Christ

Congregational UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

West Hartford Interfaith
Thanksgiving Service

Once again the religious communities of West Hartford
gather for our Annual Interfaith Thanksgiving Service. The offer-
ing will be one of either non-perishable food items for the West
Hartford food pantry, or a check made out to “Town that
Cares.” This is sponsored by the West Hartford Clergy Group
and by West Hartford Social Services. Please watch our website
and the West Hartford website for details to be released soon.

TAIZE SERVICE: NOV, 8"

Taize Worship is an ecumenical, con-
temporary, contemplative worship service
with song, silence, scripture and prayer. Taize
is an ecumenical Christian Community that
was formed at the end of World War II in Taize,
France. The purpose of this community was to
promote peace and justice through common worship.

Our Taize Worship Services are on the second Sunday of
the month at 6:30 p.m. in the Chancel (Choir stalls) of the
Meeting House, November 8th. (Note: There will be no Taize

R

service in December). All are welcome. %
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