











John P. Webster Library

Patricia Malahan, Director

(860) 232-3893 ¢ Look for regular updates online: www.jpwlibrary.org.
HOURS: MON. - 9:00 - 5:00 ® TU. 9:00 - 7:00 ® WED., TH. 9:00 - 5:00

FRI. 9:00 - 3:00 # SUN. 9:00 - 12:00

t’s difficult to believe that the summer

has passed so quickly! Margaret and I are

looking forward to our library programs
beginning after Labor Day. As the John P.
Webster Library enters into its 31st year as a
ministry of First Church, we would like to
welcome you and your family to stop by the
library either before or after service on
Sundays or visit us during the week on the
second level of the building, one flight of
stairs down from the Meeting House. The
library has an ever-growing, diverse collec-
tion of resources for religious educational
and leisure reading and has relaxing spaces
for children and adults to sit and read or
reflect. Here are the highlights of our pro-
grams for the coming months, please stay
tuned for more happenings in future issues
of Tidings! -Patti Malaban, Director

Save the date! You'll Dig it!

On Monday, October 19 at 7 p.m., Dr.
Richard A. Freund, a professor at the
University of Hartford and author of the
recent book, “Digging Through Bible:
Understanding Biblical People, Places, and
Controversies through Archeology,” will
present a lecture and slide show on the
“The Top Ten Archaeological Discoveries in
the Holy Land". Dr. Freund’s book is a
ForeWord Magazine Book of the Year Award
finalist in the category of religion. He has
been featured on Nova, CNN, the History
Channel, and the Discovery Channel and his
lecture promises to be interesting for the
general public as well as provide an educa-
tional preview of Geordie’s group trip to the
Holy Land in January.

J. P. Webster Gallery

In September and October, the Gallery
will showcase works created by Rose
Amodeo Petronella, entitled “Sacred
Circles”, mandela artwork which represents
the sacred inner journey. Rose is ordained
in the United Church of Christ and is affili-
ated with the Spiritual Life Center in
Bloomfield. Rose has been drawing man-
dalas since 2001 as a method of prayer and
self-discover. The colorful and thought-pro-
voking drawings and notecards will be

offered for sale and a portion of the pro-
ceeds will be donated to Heifer
International. Please join us for the gallery’s
opening reception and a chance to meet
Rose after service on Sunday, September 20.

Christian Classics Book Group

Our group meets on Mondays at noon
to discuss books on Christianity, religion,
spirituality and other germane topics. We
will resume meeting on Monday, September
14 when we will begin discussing the latest
book by Marcus Borg and John Dominic
Crossan, “The First Paul: Reclaiming the
Radical Visionary behind the Church’s
Conservative Icon”. Copies of the books are
available in the library. Please bring a bag
lunch; coffee and tea are provided.

Soup and Scripture

On each Tuesday from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m.,
our group meets in the library. A basic meal
of soup and bread is served, we then take
turns reading scripture and have a brief

New Resources

informal discussion of the readings. We will
continue reading from Exodus when we
resume meeting on Tuesday, September 8.

Food for Thought Book Group

This popular book group discussion is
held on the first Thursday of each month,
from October through May, from 5:45 to 7
p-m. Participants are invited to bring their
own “brown bag” supper and the library
will provide beverages and dessert. Our first
meeting of the fall will be on Thursday,
October 1, when we will discuss “The
Shack”. During the year, we will also read
“The Boy in the Striped Pajamas”, “The
Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie
Society”, and “The Wordy Shipmates”.
Copies of the books will be available in the
library.

Outreach programs

The library provides monthly story
times to several classes of the First Church
Nursery School, a monthly book discussion
for residents at the Immanuel House
Retirement Community in Hartford and also
provides a rotating collection of religious
books to the McAuley Retirement Home.
The library is also working with the West
Hartford Public Library to share books for
book groups and provides over 60 resources
a month (books, audio books, DVDs, etc.) to
a wide variety of Connecticut libraries
through the state interlibrary loan system,
www.ICONN.org.

A special thank you goes to Library Assistant, Margaret Morris-Gibson, who donated a wonderful collection of children

and teen books to enbhance the library’s collection. The library is also working with the Ruth Dudley Resource Center to pro-
vide copies of the resources on the suggested reading list for the upcoming Connecticut Conference. Our new resources include:

Adult Non-fiction

+Almost 2 Woman by Esmeraldo Santiago

*Answers from the Heart: Practical
Responses to Life’s Burning Questions
by Thich Nhat Hanh

+At table with Jesus by John O. Gooch

*Between Barack and a Hard Place: Racism
and White Denial in the Age of Obama
by Tim J. Wise

+Breaking Bread: the Spiritual Significance
of Food by Sara Covin Juengst

+Celtic Devotions: a Guide to Morning and
Evening Prayer by Calvin Miller

+Chicken Soup for the Golden Soul

+A Church Set Upon a Hill: the Story of the
Prospect Congregational Church by
Boardman W. Kathan

+Faith Begins at Home by Mark Holmen

+*The Gift of Years: Growing Older
Gracefully by Joan Chittister

*Grace’s Window: Entering the Seasons of
Prayer by Suzanne Guthrie

+*The Hidden Spirituality of Men by Matthew
Fox

+Keep Your Head Down: Vietnam, the
Sixties, and a Journey of Self-Discovery
by Doug Anderson

«Living Simply
by Delia Touchton Halverson

+Open the Door: a Journey to the True Self
by Joyce Rupp

*Resurrection: the Power of God for
Christians and Jews by Kevin Madigan

«Stone Crossings: Finding Grace in Hard and
Hidden Places by L. L. Barkat

*Tribal Church: Ministering to the Missing
Generation by Carol Howard Merritt

Adult Fiction

+*The Ballad of West Tenth Street by
Marjorie Kernan

+*The Book of Love by Kathleen McGowan

+*The Forgotten Garden by Kate Morton

*Genesis by Bernard Beckett

+*Rain Song by Alice J. Wisler

*The Rescue by Nicholas Sparks

+Sing Them Home by Stephanie Kallos

+*The Space Between Us by Thrity Umrigar

Teens
*Abel’s Island by William Steig
+*Ancient Rome by George Moore
+Anne Frank: the Diary of a Young Girl
by Anne Frank
*Deep Trouble by Walt Morey
*Escape by Gordon Korman
«Inkheart by Cornelia Funke
+A Time of Angels by Karen Hesse
*Whitney Sews Joseph’s Many-Colored Coat
by Therese Borchard
Children
*Dance at Grandpa’s
by Laura Ingalls Wilder
*Greyling by Jane Yolen
+King of Another Country
by Fiona French
+The Market Square Dog by James Herriot
+Ship of Dreams by Dean Morrissey
*Something from Nothing
by Phoebe Gilman
+*The Woman Who Outshone the Sun
by Rosa Zubizarreta
*You Stink! I Love You by Stuart E. Hample

Getting Here from There: Mail-A-Map directories are available at
main entrances for visitors to West Hartford.
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Out
(A column from Service & Oultreach)
FOURTH SUNDAY
SPECIAL OFFERING

Beginning this month
Service and Outreach will N2\
sponsor a special offering ‘nr
every Fourth Sunday of the
month to benefit a service organization
that helps those in greater need than our-
selves. In this time of economic uncer-
tainty, we hope you will be able to sup-
port those who most need our help. This
month, the Fourth Sunday offering will
benefit Habitat for Humanity.

Our church has been a strong sup-
porter of our local Habitat for Humanity
organization with both monetary dona-
tions and volunteers. We have a group of
men and women who regularly work as a
team on the third Thursday of each month,
and one Saturday every three months. It is
recognized that volunteers have many
other commitments, so volunteering does
not obligate you to work every time, but
only as much as you are able.

We are proud that our monetary con-
tribution has usually been between three
and five thousand annually.

Habitat has a mission to eliminate sub-
standard housing for people in need. This
program enables families who cannot qual-
ify for conventional mortgages to help
build and buy their own homes. It truly
helps people help themselves.

We would like to encourage you to
consider a contribution to this local organ-
ization with a monetary donation in our
new “Reach Out” envelopes on Sunday,
Sept 27th, and to consider volunteering
your time and efforts on Saturday,
October 3rd for the Building On Faith
event.

You can always e-mail Dale Wolfe at
sdwolfe@aol.com with any questions, and
to let him know of your interest in this
local mission.

Thank you!

Deb Cunningham

Board of Service and Outreach

Sept '09
Moderator’s

reetings from the
Moderator's Corner!
Energy and Enthusiasm.

These are two of the words that I
hear so often from church mem- Corn er
bers as we talk about the pro-
grams and activities here at First Church. At our most recent
Church Council meeting we heard from the various boards as they
enthusiatically described the events planned for this fall and win-
ter. First Church is an exciting and rewarding place to be. As you read this issue of
Tidings and the Sunday morning bulletins, hopefully you feel that energy and enthusiasm
and want to participate in these events. In addition to growing our own faith, participa-
tion in church activities is a great way to get involved in our many outreach, fellowship
and educational opportunities and to meet new friends.

See you there,

Liz Spencer, Moderator

Spiritual Life Gatherings Begin Again in September

Lectio Divina will hold its first meeting on Monday, September 14th at 11:00 in the
Quiet Room. All are welcome.

Knitting Ministry will hold its first meeting on September 3rd at 10 a.m. in the
Quiet Room. Kanitters and non-knitters are welcome.

Taize Worship Services will be held on the second Sunday evening of the month
this year. Taize is an ecumenical, contemporary, contemplative worship service with
song, silence, scripture and prayer. Our first service is September 13th at 6:30 p.m. in
the Chancel of the Meeting House. All are welcome.

Wisdom Seekers is a new class being offered this year that focuses on ways we can
open our hearts to God’s presence among us. Each meeting will explore different forms
for seeking God’s love in our lives through a variety of prayer and worship experiences.
Please sign up for this class in the church office, (860) 233-9605. Our first class is
Monday, September 28th from 7:30 to 9 p.m. in the Quiet Room.

INFANT AND PRESCHOOL MOTHERS’ GROUP

Our church family is growing and we have many families with young children. In
response to that, this new program will be a fun, social group gathered to share gifts, hob-
bies, interests, parenting questions, friendship and fellowship. What a great way to meet
other mothers in our church family! Details will be in Tidings and Sunday bulletin.

Here are some of the plans our Infant and Preschool Mother’s Group can look for-
ward to:

*  Meet for coffee and walking on a weekday or Saturday morning

* Explore and learn about faith based parenting and the resources we have within
our church community.

»  Babysitting swaps to free up one mom while the other cares for the children.

* A special craft/sewing project to make for baby’s first Christmas

* A “Mommy and Me” play date at our First Church playground.

* A “Mommy and Mommy” play date at a one of our local establishments or parks

+  Family support to provide dinner and/or childcare for members of the
congregation in times of need. —Colleen Mitchell

OCTOBER TIDINGS Deadline:
OCTOBER Tidings submissions are due on SEPTEMBER 14th to
Joy Taylor. Email to: jtaylor@hometownmarketing.com Phone/voice mail:
2317617, x12 or mail to: Joy Taylor, 21 Metacomet Road, Farmington CT 06032
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Middle & High School News

Cindy Bemis &
Katie Zahara -

Hello - My name is Cindy Bemis.
I am a member of First Church, joining
with my daughter, FuRen, in 2005. I am
very excited to be sharing the position
with Katie as Youth Coordinator for the
Middle and High School Youth.

As a young girl, growing up in rural
New Hampshire, the Youth Group in our
local church played a significant role in
expanding my world, both spiritually and
geographically. We had lots of fun times
with many trips to Boston, Cape Cod and
surrounding churches. My goal is to bring
that same enthusiasm to our Youth. Ilook
forward to a great year.

Our New Youth
Coordinators!

Hello - My name is Katie
Zahara, and 1 will be “Co-Youth
Coordinator” with Cindy. I've been com-
ing to First Church since 2005, beginning
as an alto section leader in the choir, and

“Be Still and know that I am God” Psalm 46:10

CALLING ALL DIVAS!!

Please join us for a ladies night out—
fun and fellowship. Bring your favorite
yummy hors d’oeuvre to share.

Mark your calendars: October 2
Friday at 5:30 pm. Mystery Destination!

Contact Dawn Quinn (561-9877 or
jquinn08@snet.net ) if you are interested.
Please respond ASAP so we can have a
large enough “mystery destination” to
accommodate everyone.

Geordie Campbell, Senior Pastor
dr.geordie.campbell@whfirstchurch.org
Barbara Frey, Associate Pastor
rev.barbara.frey@whfirstchurch.org
Susan Izard, Director of Spiritual Life
rev.susan.izard@whfirstchurch.org
Jim Boratko, Director of Music
jim.boratko@whfirstchurch.org

EM AIL U S ! Pastors & staff of First Church email addresses:

Cindy Bemis and Katie Zahara, NEW Youth Coordinators
youth.program@whfirstchurch.org

recently became a member. I also served
as Assistant Youth Coordinator last year,
working with Adrienne and our youth. I
had so much fun and so many wonderful
experiences, that I just couldn’t stay away.
In addition to church, I currently teach
choir at Simsbury High School, as well as
directing the Prelude Choir (Grades 3-5)
under the Connecticut Children’s Chorus.
I absolutely adore working with kids and
young adults, so preparing over the past
few weeks for the upcoming Youth Group
season has made me so excited to work
with our church’s youth. We are sure to
have a great year together, and I'm really
looking forward to getting started!

Youth Calendar for
September 2009
(Remember, friends are
always welcomel)

9/13: Homecoming
Sunday—our first youth group
meeting of the year! ALL mid-
dle school and high school
youth are invited.

9/20: Extreme Makeover:
Youth Room Edition

9/27: Common Cathedral
(for High School Only—
Middle School will not meet)

A Moment of
Summer Glory

Susan Izard took this picture of
a loon while kayaking in New
Hampsbhire in early August.

Linda Case, Church Administrator
linda.case@whfirstchurch.org
Sheila Harris, Church Secretary
sheila.harris@whfirstchurch.org
Colleen Mitchell, Associate in C. E.
colleen.mitchell@whfirstchurch.org
John Murray, Building Superintendent
john.murray@whfirstchurch.org
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12 SOUTH MAIN STREET
WEST HARTFORD, CT 06107

Use Your Own Mug

id you know that we
Dthrow away 25 BILLION

styrofoam cups each year?
The U.S. alone produces three mil-
lion tons of Styrofoam annually,
and most of it ends up in landfills. So, why not keep a
mug on your desk, and take it with you when you go to
get a cup of coffee. You will generate less trash, and if
you have a big cup, you might get a bit more coffee.<*

Please join us as together we care for God’s earth. If you bave ideas to belp
us all become more green, please contact Bob Izard, rizard@izardnobel com.

Farst Church?Christ

Congregatzmzal UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

24 Back Packs-Thanks to YOU!

Thank you so much to all who so generously [
contributed to the backpack/school supply drive
for Covenant to Care for Children. We collected 24
filled backpacks, plus extra school supplies. These
were given to our adopted social workers at
Klingberg Family Centers and Middletown Dept. of Children and
Families, for the children.

Bev Truebig and Carole Carter, First Church- CCC liaisons

Hurrﬁ! It’s Not Too Late!
Well, Not Yet Anywcly!
First Church will

On January 25, 13 members and friends o
be embarking on a ten-day pilgrimage to the Holy Land. We will
be traveling with Dennis Dewey, renown Biblical Story-teller
and Presbyterian Pastor, as our guide. Dennis has a unique way
of bringing text and context together as we trace the sites and
moments of Biblical history. Alpha Christian Tours is in charge
of our travel arrangements and they have an impeccable record
at providing high quality and safe travel experiences. If you
would like to know more give Geordie a call. It’s not too late

tosignup . . .yet! <

Getting Ready

In preparation for our trip to the Holy Land - or for any
who would like to learn along with us - Geordie will be pro-
viding a series of five evenings to “whet” our appetites! They
will be offered on the third Monday evenings of each month at
7:30 in the Friendship and Fellowship Rooms. The first of these
will be on September 21 and will focus around the theme: “In
Search of the Historic Jesus.” Please call the church office to
sign up!
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mum

All proceeds to benefit

/_@_p/eWorks inc.

SEPTEMBER 12-13, 2009
$7.00 per plant

e

It is that time of year again!
Hardy field-grown mums in 8" pots. Your choice of 4 beautiful colors,

yellow, white, burgundy and pink to complement your fall garden.

Your representative is:

Bob Izard at 521-2304 or email him at: rizard@izardnobel.com for more information

Reserve your hardy field-grown mums today!



Global Climate Change

An update on
where we are,

where we are headed and
what it has to do with religious faith

Facilitator:
Rev. Tom Carr

When:
Thursday, September 24, 2009
7:00p|v| - 9:00p|\/|

Where:

First Church of Christ Congregational
12 South Main Street

West Hartford, Connecticut

Suggested Donation:

$10

Donations collected to benefit

the Spiritual Life Center and
Interreligious Eco-Justice Network

Rev. Carr was among the first group of 130 religious
leaders trained by former vice-president and Nobel
laureate , Al Gore in Nashville in October, 2008 to
help raise awareness in congregations about our call
as people of faith to care for God’s planet, our home.

Rev. Carr is well known for his concern and action
on issues of environmental justice, particularly as
they relate to human health and sustainability. He
believes that people of faith are vital to the effort to
combat the climate crisis. Carr’s message is one of

hope.

Carr is pastor of the First Baptist Church of West
Hartford and Co-Founder and Co-chair of the Board

of Directors of the CT based Interreligious
Eco-Justice Network.

R
= =
=
Spiritual Life Center
Walking Together with the Spirit
PROGRAM REGISTRATION

Program: Global Climate Change
Date: Thursday, September 24, 2009
Time: 7:00py; - 9:00py
Location: First Church of Christ,
Congregational
West Hartford , Connecticut
Donation: $10
Donations collected to benefit
the Spiritual Life Center and
Interreligious Eco-Justice
Network

Name:

Phone:

Address:

Email:

Do you wish to receive Spiritual Life Center
mailings? (please circle one)

Yes, by Mail. Yes, by Email. No, Thank You.

Please return this registration form to the Spiritual
Life Center, 120 Mountain Avenue, Bloomfield, CT

06002, or call the office at (860) 243-2374, or email the
office at programs@spiritlifectr.org to hold your place

; in the program. $10 of your program donation is
:non-refundable. Thank you.

....................................................... A

SLC * 120 Mountain Avenue, Bloomfield, CT 06002-5003 * Ph: 860.243.2374 / Fax: 860.242.7914 * www.spiritlifectr.org



