In the heart of West Harfford
we are called by God fo grow fogether,

. JUNE 2009 inspiring and engaging one another
through worship, learning, fellowship and oufreach.
We faithfully serve our diverse community and world,
welcoming and nurturing all people
in the living Spirit of Jesus.

Iarst Church?Christ

Congregational UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

PREACHING &
WORSHIP PLANS
JUNE ‘09

10:00 am - Meeting House
10:15 am - Church School
June 7

“At Every Age”
Confirmation Sunday
Geordie Campbell
preaching

June 14

“Still In One Peace”
Barbara Frey
preaching

June 21

“Bless You!”
Scholarship Sunday
Geordie Campbell
preaching

Summer Soulstice
7:00 PM in the
Meeting House

June 28
“Reaching for Jesus”
Susan Izard preaching

We are
So Cool.
See page 5

PRAYING P
FOR PEACE
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My Dear Friends, LY
Tucked up high on the steep slope e
of the Mount of Olives is a tiny <Y 'r
stone chapel. It is called “Dominus ¥

Flevit” which, in Latin, means “the
Lord Wept.” Time and tradition
have also come to refer to it as the
Teardrop Chapel.

It’s only one small stone room with a single arched window that looks to the west and right into the heart of
the ancient city of Jerusalem. In the foreground is an iron cross on an altar, and through leaded-glass beyond
is a panoramic view of the Holy City.

History tell us that this was the vantage-point from which Jesus cried as he prayed for peace. His words are
inscribed on the wall above the window: “Would that, even today, you know the things that make for peace!”
Those words give yet a third name to the setting: “The Window of Peace.”

The setting is spectacular and also humbling. It is awesome and inspiring, both at the same time, to see the
famous Dome of the Rock in the distance and to imagine the prayer as text and context are held side-by-side.
This is one of the sites that those who are making the Sacred Story Journey to the Holy Land will experience.
But whether we make the journey next January or stay at home here in West Hartford, we can still all join in
a constant prayer for peace. And, honestly, in a world as complex as ours, and so much in need of reconcil-
iation and healing, we can never pray for that enough.

Shalom, salaam, and peace,

Geordie Campbell Summer SOUI-StiCC

Senior Pastor
* June 21st at 7 p.m. See page 2






Welcome to

Carl Barrows has a big heart for First
Church and is “coming home again” after
some time away. He was baptized here,
and attended with his grandfather, parents
and sister. He works for Easter Seals. In
the past he has served as a Sunday School
Teacher, has sung in the Choir, and has
been involved in Parish Care. His spare
time finds him enjoying bowling, writing,
reading, singing, and meeting new people.
He looks forward to being of service and to
getting to know our renewed First Church.
Welcome home, Carl!

Jessica Chirdon is a brand new
“mom” as she and her husband, Matthew,
welcomed Lillian into the world on March
11. She is currently on maternity leave as
an English teacher at Bulkeley High School
in Hartford. She discovered First Church
on one of her many walks with her dog,
Scout Finch, as they live nearby to the cen-
ter. In her spare time she enjoys hiking
with Mathew and Scout Finch! She also
likes cooking, reading and being with fam-
ily and friends. In coming to First Church,
she is hoping to expand her knowledge
and service in town, and to renewing her
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An Open & Affirming Congregation

12 SOUTH MAIN STREET
E west HARTFORD, CT 06107
P: (860) 2339605 F: (860) 232-8183

www.whfirstchurch.org

JPWEBSTER LIBRARY (860] 232-3893
NURSERY SCHOOL (860) 2322106

Tidings submissions are due on the 14th of every month for
publication on the Tst of the following month. Please email
submissions (including digital photos as jpegs) to
editor/designer Joy Taylor: jtaylor@homefownmarketing.com.

Please recycle your

TIDINGS with your newspapers

Our Newest Members

New members from left: Carl Barrows; Jessica Chirdon (bolding Lillian); Jackie Keboe; Scott and
Karen Myrick (bolding baby Kayden Layne); Michelle Wearing and Ryan Schmidt (bolding Ella).

faith as she raises Lillian within our church
family.

Jackie Kehoe grew up in
Newington, worked at St. Joseph’s
College, lives in Farmington, and is mov-
ing to West Hartford with her husband
Charles on June 1st. Jackie is mother to
Jessica and grandmother to Lillian - and
she basks in the newest member of their
family! She enjoys watching most sports
as well as quilting and scrap-booking. She
looks forward to growing spiritually and
becoming involved in the church commu-
nity. And, small world: she and Charles
will be moving to the house that was once
home to Carl Barrow’s grandfather!

Karen and Scott Myrick are basking
in the wonder of Kayden Layne, born
just three weeks ago! They feel as if they
have come “home”” in finding First
Church along their way and are looking
forward to “strengthen our faith and let
our family bonds grow as our relationship
with the church develops.” Karen grew
up in New Britain, works at UCONN

Health Center. Her interests include exer-
cise, Triathalons and half marathons, med-
ical and nursing research, spending time
with her family, nutrition and sports medi-
cine. Scott works as a Financial Advisor
and Wealth Management and Insurance
Specialist. He enjoys (in addition to Karen
and Kayden) . . . golf, reading, cycling, hik-
ing, guitar, and the stock market.

Ryan Schmidt, Michelle Wearing
and their daughter Ella recently moved to
West Hartford from Minnesota. They dis-
covered First Church in their search for
daycare and preschool programs. Ryan
works as  General Manager of
Transportation Logistics in Meriden.
Though taking care of Ella has become
their primary hobby, he also enjoys soft-
ball, working in the year, and playing gui-
tar; she enjoys walks, parks, museums,
swimming, and adventure! Both are look-
ing for a comfortable church home for
their family and have found First Church to
be a warm and inviting community. <*

Interested in learning more about being a member of First Church?
Please speak to one of the pastors, or give Chris Whalley Chairperson of the
Membership Ministry, a call (Cell: 860-214-4610)!
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John P. Webster Library

Patricia Malahan, Director

(860) 232-3893 ¢ Look for regular updates online: www.jpwlibrary.org.

The library will follow an abbreviated summer schedule: Monday-Thursday 9
a.m.-5p.m., Friday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. and Sunday 9 a.m. - 11:30 (June
and July—closed Sundays in Augus). Please refer to Sunday Notes during

the summer for any variations fo this schedule.

Food for Thought Book Group
Our discussions are on hiatus until we

resume again on October 1st. This book dis-
cussion group meets on the first Thursday of
the month from 5:45 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. to
discuss a wide variety of books. Participants
are encouraged to bring a “brown bag” sup-
per and dessert and beverages are provided
by the library. Copies of the books will be
available in the library. Some of the books
we will be reading in the fall include:
*The Shack by William Paul Young
*The Boy in the Striped Pajamas

by John Boyne
Invisible: An Ivy Malone Mystery

by Lorena McCourtney
*The Wordy Shipmates by Sarah Vowell
sSaving Erasmus by Steven Cleaver

Christian Classics Book Group

This group is also on hiatus during the
summer, but will resume meeting after
Labor Day. We meet Mondays at noon to dis-
cuss books on Christianity, religion, and
spirituality. We plan to begin in September
by reading Marcus Borg’s new book, “The
First Paul”. Bring a bag lunch; coffee and
tea are served.

Soup and Scripture

This group meets from 6:00 to 7:00
p.m. every Tuesday. Our last meeting will be
Tuesday, June 16 and we will resume again
after Labor Day. The library serves a basic
meal of soup and bread and we read scrip-
ture from the Old and New Testaments and
briefly discuss them.

J. P. Webster Gallery

The John P. Webster Gallery will con-
tinue to feature an exhibit of artwork from
the talented teens at the Children’s Home in
Cromwell through the middle of June. If you
have not seen this multi-faceted display,
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please stop by the gallery. During the sum-
mer, Margaret Morris-Gibson will be creat-
ing a display of artifacts and posters from
First Church’s past denoting many of the
ministries and services of FCC.

Summer Reading and
Book Group Books

The library has multiple copies of over
60 titles, new and classics, religious and
non-religious, available for loan to your
book groups. Several popular books that
have been loaned to groups this year
include: Water for Elephants, A Thousand
Splendid Suns, The Alchemist and the ever
popular, Three Cups of Tea. You can find a
complete list of titles on our website,
www.jpwlibrary.org/loantitlesrev.htm. The
library also has a collection of entertainment
DVDs, audio books and novels and a wide

FSNS Tag Sale—June 6!

variety of children’s books and movies.
Please contact us if you or a friend would be
interested in borrowing any resources and
remember that the library is air-conditioned
during the summer if you need a quiet and
cool place to read, relax or reflect!

A wonderful reconnection

to the past ...

Did you know that in April, 1961, First
Church sponsored a family of Hungarian
refugees? LaSoaphia QuXazs recently con-
tacted the church and asked if research
could be done on her family’s arrival in the
United States. LaSoaphia kindly remembered
Mrs. William Lamb and her offer of a place
for the family to stay when they first arrived
in this country. LaSoaphia, who was then
known as Gizella Suekoesd, has recently
written a memoir of poetic reflections enti-
tled, “Life, Love, Friendship and Work”. One
poem, “Arrival to the USA”, mentions the
generosity of First Church, Mrs. Lamb and
Mrs. Frank Thompson. LaSoaphia has donat-
ed a copy of her book to the church which
will be added to the archival collection.
Many thanks to Esther Spafard who combed
through the church bulletins of 1961 in the
church archives to find mention of the fam-
ily’s arrival which was forwarded to
LaSoaphia!

Please support the First Church Nursery School’s fundraiser on Saturday, June 6 to be
held in the auditorium from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. The JPW Library will have a table of items for
sale including old photography and video equipment, children’s books and videos, toys, and
adult religious and non-religious books. (see p. 6 for more information)

Worship the Lord . . .

in the Cool of the Morning!

The Psalmist encourages us to worship the Lord in fullness and joy. And also .
.. in the coolness of air-conditioning . . . as your Board of Deacons intend for us!
Beginning on Sunday, June 14 and extending through the summer months until
Labor Day weekend, we will be gathering for worship in the Auditorium.

As we began this practice last summer, a good many folks reported back saying
how much they liked the cooler and more intimate setting of the Auditorium. The
addition of a new sound amplification system, built in to our lectern, made the expe-
rience even better. All-in-all this provides a wonderful, comfortable, friendly - even
if less formal - setting for worship. In fact, our average summer attendance went up
last year because of it! So ... come. .. be comfortable . . . be cool . . . and worship

the Lord in fullness and joy! %

FIRST CHURCH TIDINGS © WWW.WHFIRSTCHURCH.ORG ¢ JUNE 2009  PAGE 5



Church School News

Wow, What a Year!

As we end the 2008-2009 church school year, I would like
to thank all of the wonderful teachers, musicians, designers and
artists who helped to make this year’s program such a huge suc-
cess! The children experienced our innovative Workshop
Rotation Model approach to Christian Education. The students
were able to deepen their understanding of Faith and the Bible
through this multi-sensory experience. Here are some of the
activities we designed to amplify the Bible and scripture lessons:
table top archeological digs; peace chains; illuminated manu-
script creations by candle light while listening to Gregorian
chants; campfire storytelling; human tic-tack-toe; prayers cards

for our congregation; griddle cake making and more.
2008-2009 Church School Team

Barb Frey, Colleen Mitchell, Adrienne Pollard, Dawne Quinn
and the Christian Education Board

May Peace Prevail Unit
Carole Lund, Kathy Roberts, Jeff Mitchell, Erin Halloran. Sara
Godding, Adrienne Pollard, Tom Pollard

Abraham and Sarah Unit
Dawne Quinn, Jeff Mitchell, Kathy Roberts, Denise Cosentino,
Chuck Calvert, Pam Hewitt, Sara Godding, Erin Halloran

Easter Unit
Adrienne Pollard, Tom Pollard, Carol Lorenzo, Carole Lund,
Laury Currier, Colleen & Jeff Mitchell

In The Manger Unit
Ah’Leah Companie, Liz Roberts, Dawne Quinn, Marcy Clewes,
Carol Lorenzo, Laura Punt, Deb Cunningham

The Beatitudes Unit
Liz Roberts, Carole Lund, Donna Dobbins, Alan Dobbins,
Michelle Trabosh, Kathy Roberts, Laury Currier, Carol Lorenzo

Dig into the Bible Unit

Margaret Sitkowski, Dawne Quinn, Shiela Champagne, Carolyn
Joy, Kristen O’Keefe, Jeff Mitchell, Chris Whalley, Wendy
Wigglesworth, Nathan Mitchell

Praying with Jesus Unit

Marcy Clewes, Margaret Sitkowski, Dawne Quinn, Carolyn Joy,
Shiela Champagne, Erin Halloran, Sara Godding, Wendy
Wigglesworth, Chris Whalley, Kirstin O’Keefe

Praying with Jesus Intergenerational Workshop
Consultants

JoAnne Taylor, Sue Wolfe

Pentecost and the Holy Spirit Unit
Erin Halloran, Sara Godding, Carol Lorenzo, Chuck Calvert,
Pam Hewitt, Marcy Clewes, Laury Currier, Marc Champagne

Pentecost and the Holy Spirit Intergenerational
Workshop

Kristen O’Keefe and Ruthie Johnson

3’s and 4’s
Brittany Dworman, Marc Champagne, Tom and Adrienne
Pollard, Kirstin O’Keefe

Spring Work Group
Cruger Phillips, Marcy Clewes, Dawne Quinn, Laury Currier,

Quilted Wall Hangings
Carol Carter, Liz Spencer, Linda Case and Jean Johnson

Classroom Banners
Brenda Worth and Jimmy Quinn
Heartfelt Thanks to All!
-Colleen Mitchell, Associate in Christian Education

Summer SUNdays Start June 7th!

Summer is a magical time for all of us
here at First Church. This is a great time for
our church school children to let their minds
wander, wonder, and wish for fun in the sun
Summer Christian Education for our youth
aged 5-10 will take place during worship
with our Summer SUNday Bags.

Each small Summer SUNday Bag will
feature a specific seasonal Bible story,
Bible Verse and related activity to be
enjoyed during the service right where the
child is seated. Here are some examples:
Jonah and the Big Fish
*The Red Sea
*Footprints in the Sand
Jesus Walks on Water

*Bible Bugs
Fishers of Men

*A Net Full of Fish,

*The Story of the Sand Dollar

*The Fisherman’s Net

¢Jesus and the Sea of Galilee

*The Feeding of the Five Thousand

*Noah and the Peace Dove
Every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. childcare

and Bible Story Time for Infants and
Toddlers is provided in Room 206. Please
keep in mind there are no church school
classes for K-7 in June, July, August and
September 7th.
Questions? Contact Colleen Mitchell
233-9605 ext 106 or
colleen.mitchell@ewhfirstchurch.org

Alex’s Lemonade Stand

will be held SATURDAY, JUNE 13th, from 10am until 4pm,
behind First Church on Isham Road.
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