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In the heart of West Hartford
we are called by God to grow together,
inspiring and engaging one another
through worship, learning, fellowship and outreach.

We faithfully serve our diverse community and world,
welcoming and nurturing all people
in the living Spirit of Jesus.

JUNE 2009

12 SOUTH MAIN STREET
WEST HARTFORD, CT 06107

JUNE 2009

PREACHING & 
WORSHIP PLANS 
JUNE ‘09
10:00 am - Meeting House
10:15 am - Church School

June 7
“At Every Age”
Confirmation Sunday
Geordie Campbell
preaching

June 14
“Still In One Peace”
Barbara Frey 
preaching

June 21
“Bless You!”
Scholarship Sunday
Geordie Campbell
preaching

Summer Soulstice 
7:00 PM in the
Meeting House

June 28
“Reaching for Jesus”
Susan Izard preaching

Iknow that “cleaning your plate” is
not recommended in our diet con-
scious world as it once was. But,

according to a groundbreaking study
from Carnegie Mellon, Americans throw away 20% of all of the edi-
ble food (not including bones, rinds and cores) they buy. It takes
125 million metric tons of carbon – 2 % of total US annual emissions
— to get this wasted food on and off our dinner plates. And, the
overall cost of this waste to the economy is $64 billion/year.
Reducing what we throw away by only 35% would be like pulling
29 million cars off the road. So, think about buying a bit less and
eating all that you buy – it will save you money and help our earth
at the same time. �

Please join us as together we care for God’s earth. If you have ideas to help
us all become more green, please contact Bob Izard, rizard@izardnobel.com.

Clean Your Plate

TIDINGS Deadline: 
JULY/AUG Tidings submissions are due on JUNE 14th to 

Joy Taylor. Email to: jtaylor@hometownmarketing.com 
Phone/voice mail: 231-7617, x12 or mail to Joy: 

21 Metacomet Road, Farmington CT 06032

Tidings is Available in Color
Did you know that the church office produces 500 issues

of Tidings per month, for 11 months of the year? That’s 5,500
copies per year, and if you multiply that by an average of 8
pages per issue... that adds up to 44,000 pages of news annual-
ly. That creates a lot of paper, ink, and postage expense as well
as a high volume of production time.  

In an effort to reduce the expense and the environmental
impact, the Communications Ministry, The Green Team, and
the Church Office are giving you an opportunity to opt out of
the printed and mailed version of Tidings in exchange for
receiving the online COLOR PDF version each month. IF YOU
REQUEST IT, a link to an online version will be distributed to
your E-mail address.  

This conversion to an online newsletter won’t happen
overnight, and it won’t happen unless you request it. Sheila
Harris maintains the master mailing lists so it’s important that
she receive your request directly via E-mail. Example:  
To: sheila.harris@whfirstchurch.org 
Subject: Please Email Me Tidings 
From: Your email 
Dear Sheila,  I wish to discontinue receiving the printed version
of Tidings in the mail. My mailing address is (Street, PO Box,
City,State,Zip).Please send me the email notification instead.�

PRAYING 
FOR PEACE
My Dear Friends,
Tucked up high on the steep slope
of the Mount of Olives is a tiny
stone chapel.  It is called “Dominus
Flevit” which, in Latin, means “the
Lord Wept.”  Time and tradition
have also come to refer to it as the
Teardrop Chapel.  

It’s only one small stone room with a single arched window that looks to the west and right into the heart of
the ancient city of Jerusalem. In the foreground is an iron cross on an altar, and through leaded-glass beyond
is a panoramic view of the Holy City.  

History tell us that this was the vantage-point from which Jesus cried as he prayed for peace.  His words are
inscribed on the wall above the window:  “Would that, even today, you know the things that make for peace!”
Those words give yet a third name to the setting: “The Window of Peace.”

The setting is spectacular and also humbling.  It is awesome and inspiring, both at the same time, to see the
famous Dome of the Rock in the distance and to imagine the prayer as text and context are held side-by-side.
This is one of the sites that those who are making the Sacred Story Journey to the Holy Land will experience.   

But whether we make the journey next January or stay at home here in West Hartford, we can still all join in
a constant prayer for peace.  And, honestly, in a world as complex as ours, and so much in need of reconcil-
iation and healing, we can never pray for that enough.

Shalom, salaam, and peace,

Geordie Campbell
Senior Pastor   

We are 
So Cool. 

See page 5

Summer Soul-stice
June 21st at 7 p.m. See page 2
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An Open & Affirming Congregation

12 SOUTH MAIN STREET 
WEST HARTFORD, CT 06107

P: (860) 233-9605   F: (860) 232-8183 
www.whfirstchurch.org 

JPWEBSTER LIBRARY (860) 232-3893 
NURSERY SCHOOL (860) 232-2106

Tidings submissions are due on the 14th of every month for
publication on the 1st of the following month. Please email

submissions (including digital photos as jpegs) to
editor/designer Joy Taylor: jtaylor@hometownmarketing.com.
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Special Offerings
Some of you suggested at the

budget meetings last winter that
Service and Outreach provide more
information on the organizations
that the church supports and hold
special offerings to support those
organizations so that we can all give
more directly to those we care
about.  Starting in September, on
the fourth Sunday of each month,
Service and Outreach will hold a
special offering for the benefit of a
particular organization that serves
those in need in these difficult
times. Although the details are still
being worked out, we will describe
in advance what these organizations
do and how you can help with your
time, talent and money. In this way,
you will have a much better sense of
what the church does to help others
and how you can participate. If you
support an organization that you
would like to benefit from church-
wide support through a Special
Offering, please contact Bob Izard,
rizard@izardnobel.com.�

Greetings from the
Moderator’s Corner!  Our
bylaws work group shared

the final draft of the bylaws and
organizational structure docu-
ments at our May Church Council
meeting. These documents will also be shared with the Ministries
prior to our June meeting of the entire council when there will be
a presentation and discussion of the updated documents. During
the summer there will be an opportunity for council members to review and comment.
We look forward to presenting the final versions of these documents to the congregation
in the fall and bringing them to a vote.

At our budget meeting earlier this year there were questions raised regarding our
funding for the Service and Outreach Board. Based on those questions the Steering
Committee and Church Council have formed a work group to review possible funding
options for this board. That group includes Dale Wolfe, Dallas Dodge, Bob Izard, Ann
Conable, and Court Lewis as chair. These folks are already meeting and we look forward
to hearing their recommendations as we begin our budget process for 2010.

Peace and healing,
Liz Spencer, Moderator

Tadpoles and Tag Sales
First Church Nursery School is winding down for

another school year! Our Morning Program ended on June
5th and our Extended Day Program ends on June 19th.
One of the (many!) wonderful aspects of our program is
that we offer Summer Sessions that run from June 22nd through the end of the summer
in five two-week sessions.  It is extremely helpful for many of our families to have this
continuity in child care.

Recently, there have been so many occasions to observe and marvel at God's crea-
tures.  We had eight precious chicks that the children were able to care for and watch
grow. They are now residents of Westmoor Park. Classrooms hatched Painted Lady but-
terflies, patiently waiting for three weeks for the tiny caterpillars to make chrysalis and
delighting in watching the hatched butterflies take flight!  One Three's class cared for and
released helpful Lady Bugs into the gardens.  Our Four's Unit is helping Preying Mantis
grow and they will release them to benefit the environment and during the summer they
will be observing the metamorphosis of a tadpole into a frog.

Our fabulous FCNS Garden is starting to take shape for its third summer. All of our
classes have started seedlings to transplant. Our garden will be filled with various veg-
etables, herbs and flowers this year. We look forward to harvest time!

We are gearing up for our HUGE TAG sale on Saturday, June 6th.  It will run from
8am - 2pm.  We hope that you will all come to find that treasure that will be waiting for
you! Tables will be set up in the Auditorium and you will find everything from children's
toys, books, and furniture to crafts and antiques!  'See you there!

Blessed to be here!  Ruthie Johnson, Director  232-2106
Please recycle your 

TIDINGS with your newspapers

(A column from Service & Outreach)

June ‘09

Moderator’s
Corner 

Carl Barrows has a big heart for First
Church and is “coming home again” after
some time away.  He was baptized here,
and attended with his grandfather, parents
and sister.  He works for Easter Seals.  In
the past he has served as a Sunday School
Teacher, has sung in the Choir, and has
been involved in Parish Care.  His spare
time finds him enjoying bowling, writing,
reading, singing, and meeting new people.
He looks forward to being of service and to
getting to know our renewed First Church.
Welcome home, Carl!

Jessica Chirdon is a brand new
“mom” as she and her husband, Matthew,
welcomed Lillian into the world on March
11.  She is currently on maternity leave as
an English teacher at Bulkeley High School
in Hartford.  She discovered First Church
on one of her many walks with her dog,
Scout Finch, as they live nearby to the cen-
ter.  In her spare time she enjoys hiking
with Mathew and Scout Finch!  She also
likes cooking, reading and being with fam-
ily and friends.  In coming to First Church,
she is hoping to expand her knowledge
and service in town, and to renewing her

faith as she raises Lillian within our church
family.

Jackie Kehoe grew up in
Newington, worked at St. Joseph’s
College, lives in Farmington, and is mov-
ing to West Hartford with her husband
Charles on June 1st.  Jackie is mother to
Jessica and grandmother to Lillian - and
she basks in the newest member of their
family!  She enjoys watching most sports
as well as quilting and scrap-booking.  She
looks forward to growing spiritually and
becoming involved in the church commu-
nity.  And, small world: she and Charles
will be moving to the house that was once
home to Carl Barrow’s grandfather!

Karen and Scott Myrick are basking
in the wonder of Kayden Layne, born
just three weeks ago!  They feel as if they
have come “home”” in finding First
Church along their way and are looking
forward to “strengthen our faith and let
our family bonds grow as our relationship
with the church develops.”  Karen grew
up in New Britain, works at UCONN

Health Center.  Her interests include exer-
cise, Triathalons and half marathons, med-
ical and nursing research, spending time
with her family, nutrition and sports medi-
cine.  Scott works as a Financial Advisor
and Wealth Management and Insurance
Specialist.  He enjoys (in addition to Karen
and Kayden) . . . golf, reading, cycling, hik-
ing, guitar, and the stock market.

Ryan Schmidt, Michelle Wearing
and their daughter Ella recently moved to
West Hartford from Minnesota.  They dis-
covered First Church in their search for
daycare and preschool programs.  Ryan
works as General Manager of
Transportation Logistics in Meriden.
Though taking care of Ella has become
their primary hobby, he also enjoys soft-
ball, working in the year, and playing gui-
tar; she enjoys walks, parks, museums,
swimming, and adventure!  Both are look-
ing for a comfortable church home for
their family and have found First Church to
be a warm and inviting community. �

First Church
Rock Cats
Baseball
Outing

Save the date for a First Church
Outing to Faith and Family Day at 

New Britain Stadium Sunday,
August 23, 2009  at 1:35 p.m.

Rock Cats
vs.

Reading Phillies

A BRUNCH WITH BARB
June 14 at 11:15 (after worship)  in the Fellowship Room. 

Come and enjoy as Barb shares the fruits of her sabbatical time.

Reach Out Welcome to Our Newest Members

New members from left: Carl Barrows; Jessica Chirdon (holding Lillian); Jackie Kehoe; Scott and
Karen Myrick (holding baby Kayden Layne); Michelle Wearing and Ryan Schmidt (holding Ella).

Interested in learning more about being a member of First Church?  
Please speak to one of the pastors, or give Chris Whalley Chairperson of the

Membership Ministry, a call (Cell: 860-214-4610)!

Join the dozens of members who
have already signed up to get

Tidings in their email box – instead
of their mailbox! 
(See back page)
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John P. Webster Library
Patricia Malahan, Director
(860) 232-3893 • Look for regular updates online: www.jpwlibrary.org.

The library will follow an abbreviated summer schedule: Monday-Thursday 9
a. m. – 5 p.m., Friday, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. and Sunday 9 a.m. – 11:30 (June
and July—closed Sundays in August).  Please refer to Sunday Notes during
the summer for any variations to this schedule. 

2010 Iona Pilgrimage 
Susan Izard, Director of Spiritual Life at First Church, and

Cathy Murtha, DW, Director of the Spiritual Life Ministry in
Bloomfield, CT. are offering a pilgrimage to Iona, Scotland
May 7-16, 2010.  This is the second weeklong pilgrimage to
Iona that Cathy and Susan have led together.  We travel to the
sacred isle of Iona to worship in historic Iona Abbey and expe-
rience the weekly worship cycle of the Iona Community.  Our
days will be free to explore the Isle, enjoy the sights,

read, reflect, pray and be still.  We will stay at the St. Columba
Inn, just down the road from the Abbey known for its deli-
cious meals and Scottish hospitality.  The cost of the trip is
$2599.  There are 8 places open for this trip.  

Anyone interested should contact Susan Izard by email:
rev.susan.izard@whfirstchurch.org or call the church office,
233-9605. �

Food for Thought Book Group 
Our discussions are on hiatus until we

resume again on October 1st. This book dis-
cussion group meets on the first Thursday of
the month from 5:45 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. to
discuss a wide variety of books. Participants
are encouraged to bring a “brown bag” sup-
per and dessert and beverages are provided
by the library. Copies of the books will be
available in the library. Some of the books
we will be reading in the fall include:
•The Shack by William Paul Young
•The Boy in the Striped Pajamas

by John Boyne
•Invisible: An Ivy Malone Mystery

by Lorena McCourtney
•The Wordy Shipmates by Sarah Vowell
•Saving Erasmus by Steven Cleaver

Christian Classics Book Group
This group is also on hiatus during the

summer, but will resume meeting after
Labor Day. We meet Mondays at noon to dis-
cuss books on Christianity, religion, and
spirituality. We plan to begin in September
by reading Marcus Borg’s new book, “The
First Paul”. Bring a bag lunch; coffee and
tea are served.  

Soup and Scripture
This group meets from 6:00 to 7:00

p.m. every Tuesday. Our last meeting will be
Tuesday, June 16 and we will resume again
after Labor Day. The library serves a basic
meal of soup and bread and we read scrip-
ture from the Old and New Testaments and
briefly discuss them. 

J. P. Webster Gallery
The John P. Webster Gallery will con-

tinue to feature an exhibit of artwork from
the talented teens at the Children’s Home in
Cromwell through the middle of June. If you
have not seen this multi-faceted display,

please stop by the gallery. During the sum-
mer, Margaret Morris-Gibson will be creat-
ing a display of artifacts and posters from
First Church’s past denoting many of the
ministries and services of FCC. 

Summer Reading and 
Book Group Books

The library has multiple copies of over
60 titles, new and classics, religious and
non-religious, available for loan to your
book groups. Several popular books that
have been loaned to groups this year
include: Water for Elephants, A Thousand
Splendid Suns, The Alchemist and the ever
popular, Three Cups of Tea. You can find a
complete list of titles on our website,
www.jpwlibrary.org/loantitlesrev.htm. The
library also has a collection of entertainment
DVDs, audio books and novels and a wide

variety of children’s books and movies.
Please contact us if you or a friend would be
interested in borrowing any resources and
remember that the library is air-conditioned
during the summer if you need a quiet and
cool place to read, relax or reflect!
A wonderful reconnection 
to the past …

Did you know that in April, 1961, First
Church sponsored a family of Hungarian
refugees? LaSoaphia QuXazs recently con-
tacted the church and asked if research
could be done on her family’s arrival in the
United States. LaSoaphia kindly remembered
Mrs. William Lamb and her offer of a place
for the family to stay when they first arrived
in this country. LaSoaphia, who was then
known as Gizella Suekoesd, has recently
written a memoir of poetic reflections enti-
tled, “Life, Love, Friendship and Work”. One
poem, “Arrival to the USA”, mentions the
generosity of First Church, Mrs. Lamb and
Mrs. Frank Thompson. LaSoaphia has donat-
ed a copy of her book to the church which
will be added to the archival collection.
Many thanks to Esther Spafard who combed
through the church bulletins of 1961 in the
church archives to find mention of the fam-
ily’s arrival which was forwarded to
LaSoaphia!

FSNS Tag Sale—June 6!
Please support the First Church Nursery School’s fundraiser on Saturday, June 6 to be

held in the auditorium from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. The JPW Library will have a table of items for
sale including old photography and video equipment, children’s books and videos, toys, and
adult religious and non-religious books. (see p. 6 for more information) �

Church Office Hours
The church office is open 

Monday thru Thursday from 
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and on 

Fridays from 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

TROOP 12 News: Eagle Projects & Troop Elections
Troop 12 has been in the process of helping out two Eagle Scout candidates: Adam

Brown And Jeremy Schmitt.
The project Adam chose was “Peddles For Progress” which is an organization that

sends used bicycles to people in other countries who cannot afford them. The project
was held at Hall High School Saturday April 26 from 9 to 12.  Adam’s family, some of his
friends and of course members of Troop 12 were there as well. The event was a great
success and raised over 70 used bikes.

The project Jeremy chose was to put up NEW Blue Bird Boxes at some of the schools
in West Hartford. Troop 12 has spent 3 to 4 afternoons in scout master Carl Lindstrom’s
work shop assembling and cutting all the pieces for the boxes.  So far there are boxes at
Wolcott Elementary School and Whiting Lane Elementary School. Jeremy hopes to have
completed the project by the end of this month.

Troop 12 has elected Victor Derby as the Troop’s Senior Patrol Leader and he will be
leading the Troop in all of their activities.

~Chris Allen, Troop Scribe

If anyone is interested in joining Boy Scouts or to just to come and see what it’s like,  boys ages 11 to
17 are welcome to stop by at one of our troop meetings on Tuesday evenings at 7:00p.m.

CAN YOU HELP?
Transportation to Worship 

Every Sunday morning the church van
driver, Mary, picks up West Hartford resi-
dents so that they may worship at our
10:00 AM service.

However, we do have a few members
who live in Bloomfield who also would
like to attend services and are in need of
transportation. Can you help by driving
them in your own car once or twice a
month? Please contact Barb Frey at the
church office, 860-233-9605 x102 or
rev.barbara.frey@whfirstchurch.org. �

Worship the Lord . . . 
in the Cool of the Morning!

The Psalmist encourages us to worship the Lord in fullness and joy.  And also .
. . in the coolness of air-conditioning . . . as your Board of Deacons intend for us!
Beginning on Sunday, June 14 and extending through the summer months until
Labor Day weekend, we will be gathering for worship in the Auditorium.  

As we began this practice last summer, a good many folks reported back saying
how much they liked the cooler and more intimate setting of the Auditorium.  The
addition of a new sound amplification system, built in to our lectern, made the expe-
rience even better.  All-in-all this provides a wonderful, comfortable, friendly – even
if less formal – setting for worship.  In fact, our average summer attendance went up
last year because of it!   So . . . come. . . be comfortable . . . be cool . . . and worship
the Lord in fullness and joy! �

(See this photo in color at www.whfirstchurch.org and click on Tidings.)
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CHURCH BULLETIN BOARD
AND FAMILY NEWS

WEDDINGS
John McClure and
Jenna Baldino were
married on 5/16/09.

CIVIL UNIONS
None Reported

BIRTHS
Kayden Layne Myrick
daughter of Scott and
Karen Myrick -was
born 4/21/09.

BAPTISMS
None Reported

DEATHS
Randy Macdonald (son of Dorothy
Maconal Allen) died 4/16/09

Deborah Faller (sister of Ralph Worth)
died 5/6/09.

If you have an announcement to share with
your church family, please call the church

office: 233-9605.

As we end the 2008-2009 church school year, I would like
to thank all of the wonderful teachers, musicians, designers and
artists who helped to make this year’s program such a huge suc-
cess!  The children experienced our innovative Workshop
Rotation Model approach to Christian Education.  The students
were able to deepen their understanding of Faith and the Bible
through this multi-sensory experience.  Here are some of the
activities we designed to amplify the Bible and scripture lessons:
table top archeological digs; peace chains; illuminated manu-
script creations by candle light while listening to Gregorian
chants; campfire storytelling; human tic-tack-toe; prayers cards
for our congregation; griddle cake making and more.    
2008-2009 Church School Team 
Barb Frey, Colleen Mitchell, Adrienne Pollard, Dawne Quinn
and the Christian Education Board

May Peace Prevail Unit
Carole Lund, Kathy Roberts, Jeff Mitchell, Erin Halloran. Sara
Godding, Adrienne Pollard, Tom Pollard

Abraham and Sarah Unit
Dawne Quinn, Jeff Mitchell, Kathy Roberts, Denise Cosentino,
Chuck Calvert, Pam Hewitt, Sara Godding, Erin Halloran

Easter Unit
Adrienne Pollard, Tom Pollard, Carol Lorenzo, Carole Lund,
Laury Currier, Colleen & Jeff Mitchell

In The Manger Unit
Ah’Leah Companie, Liz Roberts, Dawne Quinn, Marcy Clewes,
Carol Lorenzo, Laura Punt, Deb Cunningham

The Beatitudes Unit
Liz Roberts, Carole Lund, Donna Dobbins, Alan Dobbins,
Michelle Trabosh, Kathy Roberts, Laury Currier, Carol Lorenzo

Dig into the Bible Unit
Margaret Sitkowski, Dawne Quinn, Shiela Champagne, Carolyn
Joy, Kristen O’Keefe, Jeff Mitchell, Chris Whalley, Wendy
Wigglesworth, Nathan Mitchell

Praying with Jesus Unit
Marcy Clewes, Margaret Sitkowski, Dawne Quinn, Carolyn Joy,
Shiela Champagne, Erin Halloran, Sara Godding, Wendy
Wigglesworth, Chris Whalley, Kirstin O’Keefe

Praying with Jesus Intergenerational Workshop
Consultants
JoAnne Taylor, Sue Wolfe  

Pentecost and the Holy Spirit Unit
Erin Halloran, Sara Godding, Carol Lorenzo, Chuck Calvert,
Pam Hewitt, Marcy Clewes, Laury Currier, Marc Champagne

Pentecost and the Holy Spirit Intergenerational
Workshop
Kristen O’Keefe and Ruthie Johnson

3’s and 4’s
Brittany Dworman, Marc Champagne, Tom and Adrienne
Pollard, Kirstin O’Keefe

Spring Work Group
Cruger Phillips, Marcy Clewes, Dawne Quinn, Laury Currier,

Quilted Wall Hangings
Carol Carter, Liz Spencer, Linda Case and Jean Johnson

Classroom Banners
Brenda Worth and Jimmy Quinn

Heartfelt Thanks to All!
–Colleen Mitchell, Associate in Christian Education

Wow, What a Year!

Church School NewsConfirmation Sunday: June 7
On Sunday, June 7, five of our youth

will be confirmed in their faith.  This is an
important milestone of coming of age in
their growth as Christians and represents
the day on which they “confirm” the vows
of baptism made by their parents when
they were very young. 

This year’s Confirmation Class includ-
ed 22 Wednesday evening classes with our
pastors and the chance to reflect on what
deciding to be a Christian is all about.
Each session was formed around different
“Questions of Faith.”  It also included a
field trip to the United Church Center, our
Connecticut Conference building in
Hartford and an evening of learning with

Regional Minister Ineke Mitchell; a service
project planned and accomplished by the
confirmands and mentors; a scavenger
hunt around our building to discover little
known facts and figures about our history;
and, last but not least, a hike to the top of
the steeple!

Confirmands and mentors for this
year’s class include: Grace Bugos and men-
tor Wendy Wigglesworth; Toby Caspar
and mentor Dale Wolfe; Allen Currier and
mentor Garrett O’Keefe;  Olivia Mitchell
and mentor Kathy Roberts; Tyler
Terranova and mentor Tom Pollard.
Please plan to be with us on June 7 to cele-
brate their very special day! �

Summer Soul-stice is an annual  Service of Celebration for the gift of life and love that

God has blessed us with. Joining the Adult Choir for this year's celebration will be

renown composer, organist and director, Nicholas White.  Born in London, England,

where he received his early musical training, Nick previously held a variety of prestigeous

musical positions, including Assistant Organist and Choir Director at the National

Cathedral in Washington, D.C., and Organist and Choir Director of St. Michael's Church

in New York City.  He is presently the artistic director of the Joyful Noise choir program,

suceeding Paul Halley in that position.

We will have refreshments and walk the outdoor labyrinth after the service.

Geordie Campbell, Senior Pastor 
dr.geordie.campbell@whfirstchurch.org 

Barbara Frey, Associate Pastor 
rev.barbara.frey@whfirstchurch.org 

Susan Izard, Director of Spiritual Life 
rev.susan.izard@whfirstchurch.org 

Jim Boratko, Director of Music 
jim.boratko@whfirstchurch.org 

Linda Case, Church Administrator 
linda.case@whfirstchurch.org 

Sheila Harris, Church Secretary 
sheila.harris@whfirstchurch.org 

Colleen Mitchell, Associate in C. E. 
colleen.mitchell@whfirstchurch.org 

John Murray, Building Superintendent 
john.murray@whfirstchurch.org 

Wanted:
Four Friendly Visitors

We have four church members who
would like a friend to visit at least once a
month. Would you consider becoming
one of these special friends? 

Please contact Barb Frey at the
church office, 860-233-9605 x102 or
rev.barbara.frey@whfirstchurch.org �

Summer is a magical time for all of us
here at First Church. This is a great time for
our church school children to let their minds
wander, wonder, and wish for fun in the sun
Summer Christian Education for our youth
aged 5-10 will take place during worship
with our Summer SUNday Bags.

Each small Summer SUNday Bag will
feature a specific seasonal Bible story,
Bible Verse and related activity to be
enjoyed during the service right where the
child is seated.  Here are some examples:
•Jonah and the Big Fish
•The Red Sea
•Footprints in the Sand
•Jesus Walks on Water

•A Net Full of Fish, 
•The Story of the Sand Dollar
•The Fisherman’s Net
•Jesus and the Sea of Galilee 
•The Feeding of the Five Thousand
•Bible Bugs
•Fishers of Men 
•Noah and the Peace Dove

Every Sunday at 10:00 a.m. childcare

and Bible Story Time for Infants and
Toddlers is provided in Room 206. Please
keep in mind there are no church school
classes for K-7 in June, July, August and
September 7th.
Questions? Contact Colleen Mitchell 

233-9605 ext 106 or
colleen.mitchell@whfirstchurch.org 

Summer SUNdays Start June 7th!

Alex’s Lemonade Stand 
will be held SATURDAY, JUNE 13th, from 10am until 4pm,

behind First Church on Isham Road.  

HOLY COMMUNION FOR ALL
The Pastors

and the Deacons
would like to know
if members who
cannot attend
church regularly,
would like to
receive Communion in their own home.
We have a “traveling portable Communion
set” and a willingness to connect you to
God and your church community. 

Please contact Barb Frey at the
church office, 860-233-9605 x102 or
rev.barbara.frey@whfirstchurch.org �

NEW EMAIL! The pastors and staff of First Church have new email addresses. 

Summer Soul-stice
Sunday

June 21, 2009
7:00 p.m.

Festival of Word, Music &
Walking the Labyrinth


