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John P. Webster Library
Patricia Malahan, Director
(860) 232-3893 • Look for regular updates online: www.jpwlibrary.org.

The library will follow an abbreviated summer schedule: Monday-Thursday 9
a. m. – 5 p.m., Friday, 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. and Sunday 9 a.m. – 11:30 (June
and July—closed Sundays in August). The library will be closed on
Friday, July 3 in observance of Independence Day. Please refer to
Sunday Notes during the summer for any variations to this schedule. 

Our regular programs are on hiatus
until we resume after Labor Day. 

Summer Reading and 
Book Group Books

The library has multiple copies of over
60 titles, new and classics, religious and
non-religious, available for loan to your
book groups. Several popular books that
have been loaned to groups this year
include: Water for Elephants, A Thousand
Splendid Suns, The Alchemist and the ever
popular, Three Cups of Tea. You can find a
complete list of titles on our website,
www.jpwlibrary.org/loantitlesrev.htm. The
library also has a collection of entertainment
DVDs, audio books and novels and a wide
variety of children’s books and movies.
Please contact us if you or a friend would be
interested in borrowing any resources and
remember that the library is air-conditioned
during the summer if you need a quiet and
cool place to read, relax or reflect!

Save the Date!!!
On Monday, October 19 at 7:00 p.m.,

Dr. Richard A. Freund, a professor at the
University of Hartford and author of the
recent book, “Digging Through Bible:
Understanding Biblical People, Places, and
Controversies through Archeology”, will pres-
ent a lecture and slide show on the “The

Top Ten Archaeological Discoveries in the
Holy Land”. Dr. Freund has been featured
on Nova, CNN, the History Channel, and the
Discovery Channel and his lecture promises
to be interesting for the general public as
well as provide an educational preview of
Geordie’s group trip to the Holy Land in
January.

J. P. Webster Gallery
The Gallery is featuring a collection of

vintage posters and banners depicting the
some of the missions and services of First
Church, entitled “First Church of Christ in
West Hartford, Rooted in the Past,
Flowering into the Future.” On display are
photographs recording the production and
installation of the carillon from July, 1985 as
well as photographs from a recent Shrove
Tuesday Pancake Supper and a partially
completed Prayer Shawl.  

In September and October, the Gallery
will showcase works created by Rose
Petronella, entitled “Sacred Circles”, mande-
las which represent the sacred inner jour-
ney. Rose is ordained in the UCC and is affil-
iated with the Spiritual Life Center in
Bloomfield. 

Blessings for First Church
In last month’s

Tidings, it was men-
tioned that LaSoaphia
QuXazs (formerly
known as Gizella
Suekoesd), wrote a
memoir of poetic reflec-
tions entitled, “Life,
Love, Friendship and
Work”. One poem,
“Arrival to the USA”, was written as a bless-
ing for the generosity of First Church when,
in 1961, church members welcomed her
immigrant family as refugees from Hungary.
LaSoaphia has granted her permission for
her poem to be included in this month’s
Tidings to show her appreciation for the
kindness extended to her family. If you are
interested in reading her book of poetry,
please stop by the library.

Arrival to the USA
On a beautiful April day in 1961,

A Hungarian family arrived and 
their fear was gone.

At last to be here in America in 
everyone’s dreamland, 

And the West Hartford Church of Christ

Gave them a helping hand.

Mrs. Lamb from the greatness of her heart,

Took them into her home teaching them
how to be smart,

With her hospitality, and Mrs. Thompson’s 

Guidance and wisdom,

They picked up fast and started to blossom.

Now many years passed and America
became their home,

They learned the language, found jobs 

And they are safe under a happy dome.

Their great appreciation to the Church

And to Mrs. Lamb’s goodness,

The thoughts of gratefulness 
go to all of them

And the family will never be helpless.

America, the beautiful is their 
real home now,

Glory to God, who knows why, 
when, where and how,

He brought them here and gave them 
help through many friend,

God bless them all and their days 
in health, good life

And true happiness please forever extend.

Medicare Information
Session – Sept. 27

Please mark your calendars! The
Parish Care Ministry will be sponsoring
a second hour luncheon on Sept 27th
(11:30 to 1:00). This Medicare
Information Session will feature 4 pan-
elists, all experienced in Medicare and
caring for the elderly. Users and family
members of those using Medicare are
urged to attend. Any questions, please
call Dick Moffitt, Chairperson, Parish
Care Ministry  (233-2206). �

TIME CAPSULE ANYONE?
Please Help Solve a First Church Mystery!

Does anyone remember any details about time capsules that were supposedly buried in
the front of the church lawn, either to commemorate the dedication of the chapel in the mid
1950’s and/or the celebration of the 250th anniversary of First Church in 1963? Several peo-
ple have mentioned that capsules were buried in the past, but don’t remember specific
details. We have been scouring the records in the archives and have not yet been able to find
anything. If you have any memory of time capsules that would help us locate the site, iden-
tify the contents of  the box, or have a record of any intentions that were planned for retriev-
ing the capsule in the future, please contact the library at 232-3893. Thank you for your help
in solving this mystery! �

Can you believe that three
years ago we commis-
sioned five lay members

of our church as Stephen
Ministry Leaders? The five leaders are
Suzanne Carnes, Barbara Frey,
Maureen Martin, Linda and Dick
Moffitt. In fall 2009 the team is preparing
to provide a second training series for
prospective Stephen Ministers. 

First Church chose to participate in
the Stephen Ministry in response to God’s
love and Jesus’ command, “Love one
another, even as I have loved you.”
Stephen Ministers answer this call by
“being there” for people in crisis or people
who need a Christian presence amid the
struggles of life. No one is exempt from
the problems of everyday living. 

By listening, being there and minister-
ing through Christian resources such as
prayer, and Scripture, Stephen Ministers
can help in a unique way.

During the next few months these
five leaders will be inviting and encourag-
ing members of the congregation to con-
sider how God is calling each and every
one of us to service. Please consider what
your response to the call will be. First
Church has many opportunities for service
and one of these is Stephen Ministry.   
� What’s the difference between
Stephen Ministers & Friendly Visitors? 

Both Stephen Ministers and Friendly
Visitors work closely with our pastors,
Geordie Campbell and Barb Frey. Our con-
gregation is made up of 600+ members
and the more persons who help with the

caring, the more connected the members
become. Stephen Ministers and Friendly
Visitors really make a difference in the
quality of care within our church commu-
nity. 

1. Stephen Ministry is a one-to-
one ministry. Stephen Ministers prepare
and study in depth grief and crisis care
issues, as well as empathetic listening.
Training is a process and a commitment
but is also very comprehensive with ongo-
ing support. A Stephen Minister establish-
es a relationship with one person, based
on a referral and/or direct request. The
relationship can be short-term or long-
term and respects confidentiality. 

2. The Friendly Visitor is also a
one-to-one ministry. Whereas Stephen
Ministers are pastoral caregivers, the
friendly visitor relationship is one of regu-

lar friendly, hospitable outreach
to a person who wants to be in
touch with the church family but
can no longer attend worship

and church activities regularly. Visits can
be in person or by telephone or a combi-
nation. The training is minimal with peri-
odic check-ins with a pastor or a represen-
tative of the caring ministry. Friendly visi-
tors often become Stephen Ministers.

The Stephen Ministry came to First
Church three years ago, and has been
growing and making a difference ever
since. Approximately 30 people, from
young adults to golden agers, have been
helped so far. 

The program is completely confiden-
tial.  People with problems contact one of
our pastors and when  it seems appropri-
ate, may be referred to a Stephen Minister
of the same sex  who will visit them regu-
larly and help them to find ways to resolve
the issues that are troubling them. 

In addition to the Leaders mentioned
(paragraph 1) Nancy Antonez, Fred
Stone and Jim Warner are active Stephen
Ministers.  Pat Asselin has also served. 
� Are our Stephen Ministers burnt
out? No, they are energized by the oppor-
tunity to help others solve problems. They
even report that the training helps them in
their own lives, when troubles strike,
because they have learned how to find
solutions…and if necessary, they can even
ask for a Stephen Minister of their own!

If you are interested or want more
information, please contact Rev. Barb Frey
233-9605 x102 or email her at:
rev.barbara.frey@whfirstchurch.org. �

IS STEPHEN 
MINISTRY 
FOR YOU?

Bear one another’s burdens, 
and Thus fulfill the law of Christ.

Galatians 6:2

STEPHEN MINISTRY TRAINING BEGINS SEPT. 19
Stephen Ministry training will begin on Saturday, September 19 with a mini retreat

which will be a time of hospitality and orientation. Here is the schedule and topics for
the next training opportunity.

Sept. 19  8-2:30 ..............Modules 1,2,3 (the caregiver, feelings, listening)
26 8-12:30 ............Modules 4 parts 1 & 2 (distinctively Christian caring)

Oct. 3  8-12:30 ............Modules 5 & 9 (process versus results, confidentiality)
17 8-12:30 ............Modules 6 parts 1 & 2 (assertiveness)
31 8-12:30 ............Modules 7 & 8 (maintaining boundaries, crisis theory)

Nov. 7 8-12:30 ............Modules 10 & 11 (telecare, using mental health pros)
21 8-12:30 ............Modules 12 & 19 ( grief, care for the dying)

Dec. 5 8-12:30 ............Modules 13 & 14 (depression, suicide)
Jan. 9 8-12:30 ............Modules 16 parts 1 & 2 (supervision)

23 8-12:30 ............Modules 15 & 17 (bringing closure, first caring visit)

?
?

?
?
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An Open & Affirming Congregation

12 SOUTH MAIN STREET 
WEST HARTFORD, CT 06107

P: (860) 233-9605   F: (860) 232-8183 
www.whfirstchurch.org 

JPWEBSTER LIBRARY (860) 232-3893 
NURSERY SCHOOL (860) 232-2106

Tidings submissions are due on the 14th of every month for
publication on the 1st of the following month. Please email

submissions (including digital photos as jpegs) to
editor/designer Joy Taylor: jtaylor@hometownmarketing.com.
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Walking for Food
The Foodshare Walk Against

Hunger, which was on May 3rd,
raised $482,205 this year with 3,000
participants. Our First Church
Striders raised $2,650 of this total.
Foodshare will see its highest level
of demand at the local food pantries
and community kitchens during the
summer months, when children are
out of school, and your donations
will help Foodshare to meet this
demand. Thank you to all for your
generous donations to support
Foodshare, Loaves and Fishes and
our walkers. I would like to thank
our great group of walkers:  
Ann Conable, Deb Cunningham, Nan
Streeter, Dave Simpson, Cortland
Lewis, Dottie Stone, Debbie Roberts,
Linda Bronstein, Adrienne Pollard,
Olivia Mitchell, Elizabeth Casper,
Katie Zahara and Brian Polito.

– Jenny Clark–Service & Outreach

Our Work Group charged
with looking at our budget-
ing process with particular

regard to Service and Outreach
continues to make good progress.
The work group’s discussions
have extended beyond the Finance and Service and Outreach
boards to the Stewardship Ministry. There have been several good
discussions and sharing of diverse views on this important topic.
Look for this group to reach out to the congregation as we move into our budget process
for 2010.

SUMMER PLEDGES
On a continuing financial note, please remember to keep your pledges up to date

this summer. We may go on vacation during the summer months but our need for a con-
sistent cash flow never takes a holiday!

Peace and healing,
Liz Spencer, Moderator

Thank You 
One and All!

Please share, save or recycle your 
TIDINGS with your newspapers

(A column from Service & Outreach)

July/Aug ‘09

Moderator’s
Corner Confirmation Class for these five

wonderful youth began last
November and has occupied almost

all of their Wednesday evenings since!  In
addition to class, they have each done a
service project with their mentors, have
written their own faith statements, have
spent an evening learning about the wider
church in a field trip to the Connecticut
Conference, and have been in church at
least twice a month for Sunday worship all
year long.  Their teachers have been
Geordie Campbell, Barbara Frey and
Susan Izard – along with our guest
teacher, our own Regional Minister, the
Rev. Ineke Mitchell.

Grace Bugos has been a part of First
Church all of her life – from First Church
Nursery School, to Church School, to
Youth Group.  She enjoys music and plays
three instruments – piano, clarinet, and
saxophone.  Her “fantasy” vacation desti-
nation would be London – with an exten-
sion to other sites in Europe.  She just fin-
ished eighth grade at Bristow Middle
School and looks forward to Conard High
School in the fall.  She likes to swim, plays

soccer, and has an adorable new puppy
at home, “Gus”!  Grace’s mentor is Wendy
Wigglesworth.

Toby Casper is deep into his love of
baseball and this summer is on a traveling
baseball league with TD Banknorth.  He
is a catcher and also plays third base.  He
enjoys riding his bike, spaghetti, watching
ESPN Sports Center, playing trumpet,
social studies, and hanging out with his
friends.  His dream destination on vaca-
tion would be to visit California and
Alaska – where he has family.  His serv-
ice project was to help out in the renova-
tion of our church kitchen.  His mentor is
Dale Wolfe.

Allen Currier would go to Florida as
a fantasy destination, a place he enjoys a
great deal when his family takes vacations
there. He likes hanging around with his
friends, being outside, water skiing, and
science and math classes at school.He just
“graduated” from Bristow Middle School
and looks forward to Hall High School in
the fall where he plans to be involved in
lots of sports, though his favorite is
wrestling.  His thoughts about what to be
when he grows up?  Either a Police
Officer (like his uncle) or a Doctor (like
his dad). His mentor is Garrett O’Keefe.

Olivia Mitchell just finished her first
year at Hall High School.  She has been
active here at First Church since her earli-
est memories.  Something that few people
know about Olivia is that she is quite pro-
ficient in the art of Irish Step Dancing – an
art-form that she has studied for years.
She enjoys playing both field hockey and
lacrosse.  Her favorite subjects at school
are Spanish and history.  Her dream des-
tinations on a fantasy trip would be to
visit Ireland and Greece.  Olivia’s mentor
is Kathy Roberts.

Tyler Terranova just completed the
eighth grade at Sedgwick Middle School
and will be beginning at Conard High
School in September.  He enjoys being
active, loves to skateboard, and is a whiz
at playing video games.  He is a Boy
Scout and plays the trumpet in the school
band.  His favorite subjects at school are
gym, social studies, science and math.  If
he could travel anywhere in the world his
fantasy destination would be Italy.  Tyler’s
mentor is Tom Pollard. �

First Church Rock Cats
Baseball Outing

Faith and Family Day at New
Britain Stadium is on Sunday, August
23, 2009 at 1:35 pm Rock Cats
(Minnesota Twins) vs. Reading
Phillies (Philadelphia Phillies)

If you are interested in attending
the game please contact Sheila at
Sheila.Harris@whfirstchurch.org or at
the church office 233-9605 and pro-
vide your name and the number of
tickets needed by July 15th!  Ticket
prices will be between $5 to $8 if at
least 25 people attend.  �

Reach Out Welcome to our Confirmands

2009 Confirmands: Tyler Terranova, Toby Casper, Allen Currier, Grace Bugos and Olivia Mitchell.To: Geordie and Barb Frey

and my Church Friends,

My heartfelt Thank You for

all your sympathy cards

and telephone calls of con-

dolences. Your thoughtful

kindness for my family and

me when our Randy died

April 16 is very much

appreciated.

Sincerely,
Dottie Macdonald-Allen

To: My Church Friends,Thank you for your support of my
Confirmation Service Project! I collected

dozens of bags of food and I couldn’t have

done it without your help!
Sincerely, Olivia Mitchell

Reserve NOW!

What happens to your gifts to the Deacons’ Fund?  
If you have wondered about this when eyeing the special envelope in the pew on

Sunday, you should know that your gifts are deposited in a special account and it is drawn
on by our pastors to assist those in need confidentially. The person could be someone
you see in church on Sunday, or it could be a total stranger who knocked on a pastor’s
door to ask for help when other resources failed. Funds are not given out as cash, but
may be given out in the form of a bus pass to reunite the person with relatives; a “gift
card” to be spent at a grocery store or a pharmacy; a check to a motel, landlord, utility
company or doctor. Pastors visit the person to ensure they understand their needs and
circumstances, and if/when town social services are appropriate, help the person to
make the contact. Your gifts make this possible. �

I would like to thank all who con-
tributed so generously to my  Eagle
Scout project. The overwhelming
response of donations was a  wonderful

way to begin the project, which is
scheduled to begin as soon as  the
school year finishes. I will continue to
keep everyone posted with  more
updates as the project progresses. I
thank all of you again for your  support. 

Sincerely, Nathan Mitchell
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SUMMER YOGA
Sponsored by the C.E. Ministry of First Church

6-Week classes starting the week of July 6.
IN AIR CONDITIONING!

Please call Nancy Murray 521-8186.

HABITAT AND FIRST CHURCH At the present time we are scheduling work
crews for Thursday’s of July 16th and August 20th.  We usually have a crew of
5 - 10 workers.  In September we are anticipating a Saturday work session but
the actual date has not yet been determined.  If you would like to be added to our email
notice or have questions, please contact Dale Wolfe:233-6479 or sdwolfe32@aol.com. �
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CHURCH BULLETIN BOARD
AND FAMILY NEWS

WEDDINGS
None Reported

CIVIL UNIONS
None Reported

BIRTHS
None Reported

BAPTISMS
Aaron Stanley Eagle
(baptized 5/31/09)
parents are Kathleen

and Michael Eagle.
NOTE: There is a baptism scheduled 
for July 19 - Kayden Lane Myrick -
parents Scott and Karen Myrick.

DEATHS
Grace Semer (member)
May 20, 2009 and Jean
Silliman (former

member) May 7, 2009

If you have an announcement to share with
your church family, please call the church

office: 233-9605.

Summer SUNday Bags
Summer is a magical time for all of us here at First Church. This is a great time for

our Church school children to let their minds wander, wonder, and wish for fun in the
sun Summer Christian Education for our youth aged 5-10 will take place in the sanctuary
during worship with our Summer SUNday Bags.

Each small Summer SUNday bag will feature a specific seasonal Bible story, Bible
Verse and related activity to be enjoyed during the service. 

Childcare and Bible Story Time for Infants and Toddlers is provided in room 216.
Please keep in mind there is no church school in  July, August and September 7th.

If you have questions, please contact our Associate in Christian Education, Colleen
Mitchell 233-9605 ext 106 or colleen.mitchell@whfirstchurch.org. �

Church School News

Geordie Campbell, Senior Pastor 
dr.geordie.campbell@whfirstchurch.org 

Barbara Frey, Associate Pastor 
rev.barbara.frey@whfirstchurch.org 

Susan Izard, Director of Spiritual Life 
rev.susan.izard@whfirstchurch.org 
Jim Boratko, Director of Music 

jim.boratko@whfirstchurch.org 

Linda Case, Church Administrator 
linda.case@whfirstchurch.org 

Sheila Harris, Church Secretary 
sheila.harris@whfirstchurch.org 

Colleen Mitchell, Associate in C. E. 
colleen.mitchell@whfirstchurch.org 

John Murray, Building Superintendent 
john.murray@whfirstchurch.org 

Congratulations to Our A.C.E.* Colleen Mitchell!
(*Associate in Christian Education)

On May 19th, Colleen Mitchell graduated from the A.C.E. program sponsored by
Hartford Seminary and the CT Conference of the United Church of Christ. Her family and
her ministry team (Sue Wolfe and Barb Frey) were present to celebrate. The program was
held twice a month from September-May with studies and homework on the Bible, edu-
cational theory, theology, child and adult faith development, spirituality. The program
began and ended with a retreat. For her course project, Colleen chose to develop an inno-
vative intergenerational workshop on prayer which enabled parents and children to
share and learn together. To add extra depth to her project, she invited JoAnne Taylor,
author of Innocent Wisdom, to share her insight and experiences with children and spir-
ituality. We are all so proud of Colleen and truly appreciate her gifts for ministry. �

Colleen Mitchell (rear, center) with some of her fellow graduates of the A.C.E. program.

Summer Pastoral Coverage
We appreciate you patience as our pastoral staff takes their accustomed rotation of

vacation over these months of the summer.  There is always a pastor on call and available
to respond to the many needs that our large congregation presents.  Each week the wor-
ship bulletin will provide a one week “look ahead”.  In addition, we include the full plan
for the summer months below.  
Date  . . . . . . . . . .Preaching . . . . Pastoral Care . . . .Notes
July 5:  . . . . . . . . . .Barb . . . . . . . . . Barb  . . . . . . . . . . . .Geordie vacation
July 12:  . . . . . . . . .Barb . . . . . . . . . Barb  . . . . . . . . . . . .Geordie vacation 
July 19:  . . . . . . . . .Barb . . . . . . . . . Barb  . . . . . . . . . . . .Geordie vacation  
July 26:  . . . . . . . . .Susan . . . . . . . . Barb  . . . . . . . . . . . .Geordie vacation 
August 2:  . . . . . . . .Susan . . . . . . . . Susan  . . . . . . . . . . .Geordie vacation 
August 9:  . . . . . . . .Geordie . . . . . . . Geordie  . . . . . . . . . .Barb vacation 
August 16:  . . . . . . .Geordie . . . . . . . Geordie  . . . . . . . . . .Barb vacation 
August 23:  . . . . . . .Geordie . . . . . . . Geordie  . . . . . . . . . .Barb vacation 
August 30:  . . . . . . .Barb . . . . . . . . . Geordie/Barb . . . . . .Geordie family weekend
September 6:  . . . . .Susan . . . . . . . . Geordie/Barb . . . . . .Labor Day Holiday
September 13:  . . . .Geordie . . . . . . . Geordie/Barb . . . . . .Homecoming Sunday

Worship the Lord...
in the Cool of the
Morning!

The Psalmist encourages us to wor-
ship the Lord in fullness and joy.  And
your Board of Deacons invites you to do
so...in the coolness of air-conditioning!
Summer worship through Labor Day
will be gathering for worship in the
Auditorium. A good many folks reported
back last summer saying how much they
liked the cooler and more intimate set-
ting of the Auditorium. The addition of
an amplified lectern made the experi-
ence even better. All-in-all this provides
a wonderful, comfortable, friendly –
even if less formal – setting for worship.  

Our average summer attendance went
up last year because of it!   So...come...be
comfortable...be cool... and worship the
Lord in fullness and joy! �

NEW EMAIL! The pastors and staff of First Church have new email addresses. 

Cindy Bemis and Katie Zahara, NEW Youth Coordinators
youth.program@whfirstchurch.org  

Workshop Needs
Tables!

We are in need of two picnic
tables with unattached benches for
our Gather Round the Community
Garden Workshop on the 4th floor.
If we have any woodworkers or car-
penters willing to build them, please
contact Colleen Mitchell or Barb
Frey by August 1st.   Tax deductible
cash donations to cover the cost of
building materials would be appreci-
ated as well.  �

Please Help!

In Appreciation for
Planning Time

Thank you!  Two weeks of my time in
June were devoted entirely to planning for
the year ahead. An accustomed discipline
of reading the lectionary in advance, merg-
ing these insights with topical and pro-
gram needs of the church, and adding a
“pinch” of where I think we need to be
going and growing . . .  all conspire to
form a “worship and program blueprint”
that then goes on to Jim and he plans
music . . . and to Barb as she plans Church
School and worship.  I am so grateful for
the provision of this time as an important
part of the planning process, and I thank
you for your patience and kindness as we
strive for continued excellence at First
Church! – Geordie Campbell

First Church helps throughout the year
This summer First Church has enabled two brothers to go to camp,

through the Covenant to Care for Children account at the church and
Steve Kennedy, our adopted social worker at Middletown DCF. We paid
a portion of one boy’s tuition to YMCA Camp Woodstock, in Woodstock,
CT, and provided a $50 Walmart gift card to each boy for the purchase of
camp supplies. The other brother is going to Football Camp at UConn. Your gifts to spe-
cial offerings, as well as direct donations to the First Church Covenant to Care for
Children account, have made this possible. Thank you!

Bev Truebig and Carole Carter, First Church- CCC liaisons

A sure sign of summer, the Carillon Concert
Series, held every Thursday in July, from 7 to
8pm.  Be sure to invite your friends!
� July 2 Dan Kehoe, Carillonneur, Simsbury
United Methodist Church
� July 9 Gordon Slater, Ottawa, Ontario
� July 16 Sara & Ana Elias, Lisbon, Portugal

� July 23 Ellen Dickinson, Carillon Advisor, Yale University
� July 30 First Church Carilloneurs

All concerts begin at 7:00 pm. and are held on Thursdays in July at the church,
12 South Main Street, West Hartford Center.  Listeners may enjoy the tower bells
from the lawn of the church or Blue Back Square.  Tours of the carillon will be avail-
able after the concert. �

Carillon
I N  T H E  C E N T E R &  T H E  S Q U A R E

Have you ever wanted to see the 
carillon bells up close? You will have an
opportunity to climb the stairs up to the
top of the steeple on July 12th.  
Be sure to wear shoes suitable for climb-
ing steep stairs!

AN EASY WAY TO RECYCLE YOUR PRINTER CARTRIDGES
First Church will receive a $3 credit from Staples for every used inkjet and laser car-

tridge we return to them (up to 20 per month). That’s $60 each month that we could
have to help defray our church office expenses! Just drop off your used cartridges in the
church office, and we will take care of the rest. You will be helping the environment and
our church budget at the same time. Thank you for your support!

-Linda Case, Church Administrator
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In the heart of West Hartford
we are called by God to grow together,
inspiring and engaging one another
through worship, learning, fellowship and outreach.

We faithfully serve our diverse community and world,
welcoming and nurturing all people
in the living Spirit of Jesus.

JULY/AUG 2009

12 SOUTH MAIN STREET
WEST HARTFORD, CT 06107

JULY/AUG 2009

PREACHING & 
WORSHIP PLANS 
JULY & AUGUST ‘09
10:00 am - Meeting House
10:15 am - Church School

July 5
July 4th Weekend
“The Dawn’s Early
Light” – Barbara Frey

July 12
“The Ultimate
Outsider”
– Barbara Frey 

July 19
“The Memory of
Baptism” 
– Barbara Frey 

July 26
“A Hymn to Christ“
– Susan Izard

August 2
“The Bread of Life“
– Susan Izard 

August 9
“Restored!”
– Geordie Campbell

August 16
“I Hope You’ll Dance!”
– Geordie Campbell 

August 23
“A Basket of 
Summer Fruit”
– Geordie Campbell 

August 30
“Rocking the Boat”
– Barbara Frey 

September 6
Labor Day Weekend
“Be Opened“
– Susan Izard

Did you know that we use 3
BILLION pounds of plastic
each year in the bottles

that contain our bottled water?
Plastic manufacturing is resource
intensive and generates substantial amounts of pollution
and greenhouse gas. Moreover, plastic bottles release
toxic chemicals into the air when they are burned or
deteriorate in land fills. And, unlike West Hartford’s
finest, bottled water is not regulated in any way, and it
often contains more bacteria and chemicals than tap
water. While we all need to buy a bottle of water now
and then when traveling, think about drinking out of the
tap when you can. The water is cleaner, cheaper and
more environmentally friendly.�
Please join us as together we care for God’s earth. If you have ideas to help
us all become more green, please contact Bob Izard, rizard@izardnobel.com.

Don’t Drink the Water

SEPTEMBER TIDINGS Deadline: 
SEPTEMBER Tidings submissions are due on AUGUST 14th to 

Joy Taylor. Email to: jtaylor@hometownmarketing.com 
Phone/voice mail: 231-7617, x12 or mail to Joy: 

21 Metacomet Road, Farmington CT 06032

Supporting the Vision

Holy Land...It’s Not Too Late
...Well Not Yet Anyway!

Have you ever wondered the classic who, what, 
when, where, why about the Holy Land?

Who were the shepherds and 
what do we really know about them?

What do the shores of the Sea of Galilee 
really look like and do they matter?

When did Jesus teach the Lord’s Prayer or the Beatitudes?

Where were the Dead Sea Scrolls 
discovered and why do they matter?

Why is the Holy Land, so diverse 
and promising, critically important for us today?

It’s not too late to sign-up for our Holy Land journey, a
Sacred Story experience featuring Dennis Dewey, renown

Biblical Storyteller!  The dates, times, cost and rewards 
are all for the telling!  Give Geordie Campbell a call!  

But don’t delay!  Time is coming close!

- Betty Leete for the Stewardship Committee
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So many good things are happening at First
Church and because of our members that it is
truly exciting!  Having focused on our vision for

the future, we are now making it a reality!
� The special projects that our confirmands car-
ried out showed us all that each person
can make a difference by helping
others.  Hearing from our youth
who helped the hungry and
the homeless on their mis-
sion to trip to Washington
D.C. was a high – another
moment of inspiration for
all of us to realize  what
wonderful things are hap-
pening with our young
people  and how dedicated
they are to making the world
a better place! 
� The “Gather Round the Table”
meals have been full of laughter and
fellowship as we learn to know each other
better over good food and share our interests and
ideas.
� Learning how our dedicated Stephen Ministers are
working with members of our congregation in times
of stress and special need helps us appreciate the
links we have to each other as a community of
Christians.
� Getting the news  from  Service and Outreach on
the accomplishments of  Our Christian World Mission

around the world and of Habitat for Humanity and
Covenant to Care in our own corner of that world lets
us implement the Biblical injunction “As you do unto
the least of these, so have you done unto me”.

� Our “Green Team” is fighting global warming
on behalf of all of us. Let’s cheer them

on and listen to their ideas!
� We are proud of the resources

we offer our community
through the riches of the J.P.
Webster Library, our caring
Nursery School, and pro-
viding a meeting place for
Boy Scouts and other
groups.
� Our music program

makes our spirits soar – and
the carillon invites all of our

neighbors to join us on the
lawn on a summer evening.

� Yes!  We want to move forward
with our vision! The Stewardship

Committee has planned its annual pledge drive for
September and October, and will be contacting
church leaders first to set an example of enthusiasm
and generosity as we look forward to coming ever
closer to the realization of the vision we all want to
achieve.  Think now about making a pledge as a per-
centage of your income and as an expression of grat-
itude and generosity for all the wonderful things that
we can bring to fruition as we work together. �


