











John P. Webster Library

Patricia Malahan, Director

(860) 232-3893 ¢ Look for regular updates online: www.jpwlibrary.org.

The library will follow an abbreviated summer schedule: Monday-Thursday 9
a.m. -5 p.m., Friday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m. and Sunday 9 a.m. - 11:30 (June
and July—closed Sundays in August). The library will be closed on
Friday, July 3 in observance of Independence Day. Please refer fo
Sunday Notes during the summer for any variations fo this schedule.

Our regular programs are on biatus
until we resume after Labor Day.

Summer Reading and
Book Group Books

The library has multiple copies of over
60 titles, new and classics, religious and
non-religious, available for loan to your
book groups. Several popular books that
have been loaned to groups this year
include: Water for Elephants, A Thousand
Splendid Suns, The Alchemist and the ever
popular, Three Cups of Tea. You can find a
complete list of titles on our website,
www.jpwlibrary.org/loantitlesrev.htm. The
library also has a collection of entertainment
DVDs, audio books and novels and a wide
variety of children’s books and movies.
Please contact us if you or a friend would be
interested in borrowing any resources and
remember that the library is air-conditioned
during the summer if you need a quiet and
cool place to read, relax or reflect!

Save the Date!!!

On Monday, October 19 at 7:00 p.m.,
Dr. Richard A. Freund, a professor at the
University of Hartford and author of the
recent book, “Digging Through Bible:
Understanding Biblical People, Places, and
Controversies through Archeology”, will pres-
ent a lecture and slide show on the “The

Top Ten Archaeological Discoveries in the
Holy Land”. Dr. Freund has been featured
on Nova, CNN, the History Channel, and the
Discovery Channel and his lecture promises
to be interesting for the general public as
well as provide an educational preview of
Geordie’s group trip to the Holy Land in

January.

J. P. Webster Gallery

The Gallery is featuring a collection of
vintage posters and banners depicting the
some of the missions and services of First
Church, entitled “First Church of Christ in
West Hartford, Rooted in the Past,
Flowering into the Future.” On display are
photographs recording the production and
installation of the carillon from July, 1985 as
well as photographs from a recent Shrove
Tuesday Pancake Supper and a partially
completed Prayer Shawl.

In September and October, the Gallery
will showcase works created by Rose
Petronella, entitled “Sacred Circles”, mande-
las which represent the sacred inner jour-
ney. Rose is ordained in the UCC and is affil-
iated with the Spiritual Life Center in
Bloomfield.

0,

TIME CAPSULE ANYONE?
Please Help Solve a First Church Mystery!

¢

Does anyone remember any details about time capsules that were supposedly buried in
the front of the church lawn, either to commemorate the dedication of the chapel in the mid
1950’s and/or the celebration of the 250th anniversary of First Church in 1963? Several peo-
ple have mentioned that capsules were buried in the past, but don’t remember specific
details. We have been scouring the records in the archives and have not yet been able to find
anything. If you have any memory of time capsules that would help us locate the site, iden-
tify the contents of the box, or have a record of any intentions that were planned for retriev-
ing the capsule in the future, please contact the library at 232-3893. Thank you for your help

in solving this mystery! «*

Blessings for First Church

In last month’s . ]
o . Life, Love,
Tidings, it was men- Friendship
tioned that LaSoaphia i
QuXazs (formerly
known as  Gizella
Suekoesd), wrote a g
memoir of poetic reflec- o
tions entitled, “Life, o :
) . LaSonphia QuXazs gF,
Love, Friendship and 3 P :
Work”.  One poem, s

“Arrival to the USA”, was written as a bless-
ing for the generosity of First Church when,
in 1961, church members welcomed her
immigrant family as refugees from Hungary.
LaSoaphia has granted her permission for
her poem to be included in this month’s
Tidings to show her appreciation for the
kindness extended to her family. If you are
interested in reading her book of poetry,
please stop by the library.

Arrival to the USA
On a beautiful April day in 1961,

A Hungarian family arrived and
their fear was gone.

At last to be here in America in
everyone’s dreamland,

And the West Hartford Church of Christ
Gave them a helping hand.
Mrs. Lamb from the greatness of her heart,

Took them into her home teaching them
how to be smart,

With her hospitality, and Mrs. Thompson’s
Guidance and wisdom,
They picked up fast and started to blossom.

Now many years passed and America
became their home,

They learned the language, found jobs
And they are safe under a happy dome.
Their great appreciation to the Church
And to Mrs. Lamb’s goodness,

The thoughts of gratefulness
go to all of them

And the family will never be helpless.

America, the beautiful is their
real home now,

Glory to God, who knows why,
when, where and how,

He brought them here and gave them
help through many friend,

God bless them all and their days
in health, good life

And true happiness please forever extend.
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Out

(A column from Service & Oultreach)

Walking for Food
The Foodshare Walk Against
Hunger, which was on May 3rd,
raised $482,205 this year with 3,000
participants. Our First Church
Striders raised $2,650 of this total.
Foodshare will see its highest level
of demand at the local food pantries
and community kitchens during the
summer months, when children are
out of school, and your donations
will help Foodshare to meet this
demand. Thank you to all for your
generous donations to support
Foodshare, Loaves and Fishes and
our walkers. I would like to thank
our great group of walkers:
Ann Conable, Deb Cunningham, Nan
Streeter, Dave Simpson, Cortland
Lewis, Dottie Stone, Debbie Roberts,
Linda Bronstein, Adrienne Pollard,
Olivia Mitchell, Elizabeth Casper,
Katie Zahara and Brian Polito.
—Jenny Clark-Service & Outreach

First Church Rock Cats
Baseball Outing

HEW BRITAIN

e

Faith and Family Day at New
Britain Stadium is on Sunday, August
23, 2009 at 1:35 pm Rock Cats
(Minnesota Twins) vs. Reading
Phillies (Philadelphia Phillies)

If you are interested in attending
the game please contact Sheila at
Sheila.Harris@whfirstchurch.org or at
the church office 233-9605 and pro-
vide your name and the number of
tickets needed by July 15th! Ticket
prices will be between $5 to $8 if at
least 25 people attend. +

July/Aug ‘09
Moderator’s

ur Work Group charged
Owith looking at our budget-
ing process with particular
regard to Service and Outreach
continues to make good progress. Corn er
The work group’s discussions
have extended beyond the Finance and Service and Outreach
boards to the Stewardship Ministry. There have been several good
discussions and sharing of diverse views on this important topic.
Look for this group to reach out to the congregation as we move into our budget process
for 2010.

SUMMER PLEDGES
On a continuing financial note, please remember to keep your pledges up to date
this summer. We may go on vacation during the summer months but our need for a con-
sistent cash flow never takes a holiday!

Peace and healing,
Liz Spencer, Moderator

Thank You
One and All!

To: Geordie and Barb Frey

and my Church Friends,
My heartfelt Thank You for
all your sympathy cards
and telephone calls of con-
dolences. Your thoughtful
kindness for my family and
me when our Randy died
April 16 is very much
appreciated.

Sincerely,
Dottie Macdonald-Allen

What happens to your gifts to the Deacons’ Fund?

If you have wondered about this when eyeing the special envelope in the pew on
Sunday, you should know that your gifts are deposited in a special account and it is drawn
on by our pastors to assist those in need confidentially. The person could be someone
you see in church on Sunday, or it could be a total stranger who knocked on a pastor’s
door to ask for help when other resources failed. Funds are not given out as cash, but
may be given out in the form of a bus pass to reunite the person with relatives; a “gift
card” to be spent at a grocery store or a pharmacy; a check to a motel, landlord, utility
company or doctor. Pastors visit the person to ensure they understand their needs and
circumstances, and if/when town social services are appropriate, help the person to
make the contact. Your gifts make this possible. %

crews for Thursday’s of July 16th and August 20th. We usually have a crew of

5- 10 workers. In September we are anticipating a Saturday work session but

the actual date has not yet been determined. If you would like to be added to our email
notice or have questions, please contact Dale Wolfe:233-6479 or sdwolfe32@aol.com.

HABITAT AND FIRST CHURCH At the present time we are scheduling work 1. ﬁo r
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Church School News

Summer SUNday Bags

Summer is a magical time for all of us here at First Church. This is a great time for
our Church school children to let their minds wander, wonder, and wish for fun in the
sun Summer Christian Education for our youth aged 5-10 will take place in the sanctuary
during worship with our Summer SUNday Bags.

Each small Summer SUNday bag will feature a specific seasonal Bible story, Bible
Verse and related activity to be enjoyed during the service.

Childcare and Bible Story Time for Infants and Toddlers is provided in room 216.
Please keep in mind there is no church school in July, August and September 7th.

If you have questions, please contact our Associate in Christian Education, Colleen
Mitchell 233-9605 ext 106 or colleen.mitchell@whfirstchurch.org. <

First Church helps throughout the year

This summer First Church has enabled two brothers to go to camp, [
through the Covenant to Care for Children account at the church and
Steve Kennedy, our adopted social worker at Middletown DCF. We paid
a portion of one boy’s tuition to YMCA Camp Woodstock, in Woodstock,
CT, and provided a $50 Walmart gift card to each boy for the purchase of
camp supplies. The other brother is going to Football Camp at UConn. Your gifts to spe-
cial offerings, as well as direct donations to the First Church Covenant to Care for
Children account, have made this possible. Thank you!

Bev Truebig and Carole Carter, First Church- CCC liaisons

Workshop Needs
Tables!

We are in need of two picnic
tables with unattached benches for
our Gather Round the Community
Garden Workshop on the 4th floor.
If we have any woodworkers or car-
penters willing to build them, please
contact Colleen Mitchell or Barb
Frey by August 1st. Tax deductible
cash donations to cover the cost of
building materials would be appreci-
ated as well. <

Have you ever wanted to see the
carillon bells up close? You will have an
opportunity to climb the stairs up fo the
top of the steeple on July 12th.
Be sure to wear shoes suitable for climb-
ing steep stairs!

4
AriLion

IN THE CENTER & THE SQUARE

In Appreciation for
Planning Time

Thank you! Two weeks of my time in
June were devoted entirely to planning for
the year ahead. An accustomed discipline
of reading the lectionary in advance, merg-

M July 30 First Church Carilloneurs

able after the concert. <

; A sure sign of summer, the Carillon Concert
Series, held every Thursday in July, from 7 to
8pm. Be sure to invite your friends!

B July 2 Dan Kehoe, Carillonneur, Simsbury
United Methodist Church

B July 9 Gordon Slater, Ottawa, Ontario
B July 16 Sara & Ana Elias, Lisbon, Portugal
W july 23 Ellen Dickinson, Carillon Advisor, Yale University

All concerts begin at 7:00 pm. and are held on Thursdays in July at the church,
12 South Main Street, West Hartford Center. Listeners may enjoy the tower bells
from the lawn of the church or Blue Back Square. Tours of the carillon will be avail-

ing these insights with topical and pro-
gram needs of the church, and adding a
“pinch” of where I think we need to be
going and growing . . . all conspire to
form a “worship and program blueprint”
that then goes on to Jim and he plans
music . . . and to Barb as she plans Church
School and worship. I am so grateful for
the provision of this time as an important
part of the planning process, and I thank
you for your patience and kindness as we
strive for continued excellence at First
Church! - Geordie Campbell

Geordie Campbell, Senior Pastor
dr.geordie.campbell@whfirstchurch.org
Barbara Frey, Associate Pastor
rev.barbara.frey@whfirstchurch.org
Susan Izard, Director of Spiritual Life
rev.susan.izard@whfirstchurch.org
Jim Boratko, Director of Music
jim.boratko@whfirstchurch.org

NEW EM AIL !Thc pastors and staff of First Church have new email addresses.

Cindy Bemis and Katie Zahara, NEW Youth Coordinators
youth.program@whfirstchurch.org

Linda Case, Church Administrator
linda.case@whfirstchurch.org
Sheila Harris, Church Secretary
sheila.harris@whfirstchurch.org
Colleen Mitchell, Associate in C. E.
colleen.mitchell@whfirstchurch.org
John Murray, Building Superintendent
john.murray@whfirstchurch.org
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Don’t Drink the Water

id you know that we use 3
DBILLION pounds of plastic
each year in the bottles

that contain our bottled water?
Plastic manufacturing is resource

Holy Land...i¥'s Not Too Late
...Well Not Yet Anyway!

Have you ever wondered the classic who, what,
when, where, why about the Holy Land?

intensive and generates substantial amounts of pollution Who were the shepherds and
and greenhouse gas. Moreover, plastic bottles release what do we really know about them?
toxic chemicals into the air when they are burned or What do the shores of the Sea of Galilee

deteriorate in land fills. And, unlike West Hartford’s
finest, bottled water is not regulated in any way, and it
often contains more bacteria and chemicals than tap

really look like and do they matter?
When did Jesus teach the Lord’s Prayer or the Beatitudes?

water. While we all need to buy a bottle of water now Where were the Dead Sea Scrolls

and then when traveling, think about drinking out of the discovered and why do they matter?

tap when you can. The water is cleaner, cheaper and Why is the Holy Land, so diverse

more environmentally friendly.< and promising, critically important for us today?
Please join us as together we care for God’s earth. If you bave ideas to belp . .

us all become more green, please contact Bob Izard, rizard@izardnobel com. It’s not too late to sign-up for our HOIY Land journey, a

Sacred Story experience featuring Dennis Dewey, renown
Biblical Storyteller! The dates, times, cost and rewards
are all for the telling! Give Geordie Campbell a call!

But don’t delay! Time is coming close!

SEPTEMBER TIDINGS Deadline:
SEPTEMBER Tidings submissions are due on AUGUST 14th to
Joy Taylor. Email to: jtaylor@hometownmarketing.com
Phone/voice mail: 2317617, x12 or mail to Joy:

21 Metacomet Road, Farmington CT 06032
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