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In the heart of West Hartford
we are called by God to grow together,
inspiring and engaging one another
through worship, learning, fellowship and outreach.

We faithfully serve our diverse community and world,
welcoming and nurturing all people
in the living Spirit of Jesus.

APRIL 2009

12 SOUTH MAIN STREET
WEST HARTFORD, CT 06107

APRIL 2009

Sacred Connection: Seder & Communion
Dear Friends,
In a few weeks, two families will gather at our home in Haddam
for a brunch. This meal will be a celebration of Tom’s and
Darcey’s marriage and will be a new beginning and a new tra-
dition. Woven through all this is love. Have you noticed how
meals create community and connect us together?

On the Thursday before Easter, April 9, Maundy
Thursday, our intergenerational First Church family will gath-
er around tables in the auditorium for Passover…and for
Communion. This is a new beginning and a new tradition
for us. We will share a meal as we remember that Jesus was the
host at the Last Supper which was a Pesach (Passover) 
Seder meal with his disciples. Jesus also wove love into this
gathering. 

The word Maundy means commandment and these words: “This is my commandment, that you love one
another as I have loved you” (John 15: 12) provided the foundation. Jesus surprised the disciples when he
washed the dust from their feet but he was teaching them how Christians are to live humbly and to serve one
another. While teaching and encouraging the disciples, Jesus gave a new meaning to two of the special foods
used in the celebration: bread and wine. Jesus transformed this meal into a meal of sacred memory which
Christians often refer to as “The Lord’s Supper.”

On Maundy Thursday, you are invited to experience this Sacred Connection: Seder and Communion
from 6-8 p.m. in the auditorium. In this union of the two sacred meals, we commune with Jesus. We also are
linked with God and fellow Christians both now and in the past and we are reminded of our Jewish heritage
and that Jesus himself was Jewish.

Our guide to this Sacred Connection is Bill Warner-Prouty, a UCC minister who is very knowledge-
able of Jewish traditions. In fact, he looks like a Jewish rabbi. This is an experience for the entire church
family---young children, teenagers, adults. I hope that you will star this date on your calendar. AND
please call the church office (233-9605) by April 5 and let us know that you will be there!

Come and learn and celebrate!

Barb Frey
Associate Pastor of Christian Education and Parish Care

FIRST-CLASS MAIL
US POSTAGE 

PAID
HARTFORD, CT

PERMIT NO. 2838

PREACHING & 
WORSHIP PLANS 
APRIL ‘09
10:00 am - Meeting House
10:15 am - Church School

APRIL 5:
Palm Sunday 
“Following at a
Distance”
Geordie Campbell
preaching

APRIL 10:
Good Friday Service
7:00 PM in the
Meeting House 
(see p. 7)

APRIL 12:
Easter Sunday
6:25 AM Sunrise
Service, Sunrise
Overlook, Elizabeth
Park. The Rev. “Day”
McCallister preaching

10:00 AM 
“No Way!  
Maybe!  Yes!”
Geordie Campbell
preaching

APRIL 19:
Earth Day 
“Bright and 
Beautiful and Blue”
Geordie Campbell
preaching

APRIL 26:
“Christ Is Risen
INDEED!!!”Barbara
Frey preaching

During World War I, Americans
practiced “Meatless Mondays”
as a conservation effort. Did

you know that eating no meat just one
day per week is the greenhouse gas
equivalent of driving 1,160 fewer miles per year? If everyone in
America took one day off from eating meat each week, it would be
the equivalent of taking 30-40 million cars off the road. While I like
a juicy cheeseburger as much as anyone, reducing meat consump-
tion can have a huge impact on our carbon emissions. So, perhaps
we can add a little more pizza and pasta to the menu. �
Please join us as together we care for God’s earth. If you have ideas to help
us all become more green, please contact Bob Izard, rizard@izardnobel.com.

Meatless Mondays HELP WANTED- YOUTH COORDINATOR
First Church of Christ Congregational Church, UCC seeks a
Youth Coordinator(s) for the middle school and high school
youth groups. Depending upon the candidate, this can be
a combined position or two separate positions, for a maxi-
mum of fifteen hours per week. This church is supportive of
the  young people and shows a lot of interest in their proj-
ects and activities. The candidate(s) should have experi-
ence with youth, enthusiasm, willingness to work in collab-
oration with others, and love for God. Contact: For job
descriptions and further information, please call Rev.
Barbara Frey at 860-233-9605 x102 or e-mail
revbunger2002@yahoo.com. Resumes may be sent to the
church: 12 South Main Street, West Hartford, CT 06107;
attn. Youth Coordinator Search.

TIDINGS Deadline: 
MAY Tidings submissions are due on APRIL 14th to 

Joy Taylor. Email to: jtaylor@hometownmarketing.com 
Phone/voice mail: 231-7617, x12 Drop off or mail to Joy: 

21 Metacomet Road, Farmington CT 06032

Annual Easter Egg Hunt – Front Lawn immediately following the Easter Sunday Service  

Connecticut Conference 
Annual Meeting

The spring session of the Connecticut Conference Annual
Meeting will be held at Asylum Hill Congregational Church on
Saturday, May 9.  The theme is “Body and Soul:  The Church and
Health Care.” Our delegates are Brenda Worth and Sue Wolfe.
Geordie will be attending as well.  If any others would like to help to
represent First Church please let Moderator Liz Spencer know. �
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An Open & Affirming Congregation

12 SOUTH MAIN STREET 
WEST HARTFORD, CT 06107

P: (860) 233-9605   F: (860) 232-8183 
www.whfirstchurch.org 

JPWEBSTER LIBRARY (860) 232-3893 
NURSERY SCHOOL (860) 232-2106

Tidings submissions are due on the 14th of every month for
publication on the 1st of the following month. Please email

submissions (including digital photos as jpegs) to
editor/designer Joy Taylor: jtaylor@hometownmarketing.com.
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WALK AGAINST
HUNGER

May 3rd
Please join your fellow members

(First Church Striders) in the Walk
Against Hunger on Sunday, May 3rd, at
2:00 PM at the Hartford Insurance
Company in Hartford. 

The walk will be held rain or shine
and is a pleasant three-mile walk. If you
cannot walk that day, please consider
being a “spiritual” walker by sponsor-
ing one of your fellow Church mem-
bers.

Our goal this year is to raise $3,000
for Foodshare to benefit our designated
charity, Loaves and Fishes. For every
$10 Foodshare receives, it distributes
$100 worth of food to our hungry
neighbors. Donations are especially
needed this year as Foodshare has
taken in more area food shelters and
supplies are very low.

There will be a sign-up before and
after worship on April 19 & 26. Thank
you in advance for your generosity. If
you have any questions, please contact
Jenny Clark (S&O) 232-5376. �

Reach Out Greetings from the Moderator’s Corner!  As the
new Moderator, let me first thank outgoing
Moderator Anne Stone for her service both as

Vice Moderator for three years and as Moderator for
two years.  We on the council and steering committee
value her leadership, her energy and her commitment
to the work of the church.  She has been a great role model and inspiration for me.
Thank you Anne!  Luckily for all of us, Anne won’t be going far.  She is joining the

Stewardship ministry and I know is
looking forward to working on both the
stewardship campaign as well as
planned giving.

Those of you who were able to
attend our Annual Meeting on March
15th shared in a wonderful lunch pre-
pared by our Youth Group.  They all
worked very hard, we were all well fed,
and we appreciate their efforts! 

During the Senior Minister’s Report
Geordie Campbell shared with us all a
gift from Harriet Tenney to the church
and for the use by the Moderator.  It’s a
gavel made by Bob Butler and it was

used by Mark Tenney during his tenure as Moderator.  Many of us fondly remember both
Bob and Mark.  As I use this gavel at council meetings it will remind me, and hopefully
all who attend the council meetings, of Mark’s tremendous passion and love for our
church.  Thank you Harriet for sharing this gift with all of us.

Coming in the near future - Look for news from our work group to revise our By
Laws.  They are making great progress with a new, more streamlined approach to by
laws.  There will be opportunities for everyone to review the new proposed by laws prior
to a congregational vote to accept.  And in the not so distant future - look for news about
planning for our 300th anniversary. 2013 will be here before we know it! We will be
forming a work group soon to look at how we want to celebrate this very important mile-
stone.

Peace and healing,
Liz Spencer, Moderator

April ‘09

Moderator’s
Corner 

Artists • Being Green • Openings
The new growth and beauty of Spring pales in com-

parison to the incredible growth of our little cherubs here
at First Church Nursery School.  From our Infants, most of
whom were under 3 months old when the year started, to
our Pre-K class, the progress is breathtaking!  We are so
privileged to have them in our care and to be part of this
miraculous development.
� Thank you again to those of you who helped us with our Munson’s fundraiser. We
raised over $1,000 and intend to use it to bring in programs to enhance our themes.
� An enormous thank you to the First Church youth who did a magnificent job cleaning
doors and woodwork in the areas that the Nursery School shares. Their service project
was certainly successful and very much appreciated!
� The youth also beautifully painted a child-sized rocking chair for The Old Avon Village
Auction of Love. The person who successfully bid on their rocking chair was so kind to
donate it to our school! Now, our children are delighting in a rocker just their size!
� This month, you are invited to the JPW Library Art Gallery to view the creative works
from all of the children enrolled in our school. We hope that you will take a few minutes
to stroll through the Gallery between April 4th and 30th.  Thank you to Patti and Meggie
for all of their efforts in exhibiting our artists’ works and the work of local artists in this
extraordinary little gallery we are so fortunate to have here at First Church.
� During the month of April, our children will be observing Earth Day and striving
towards “being green” all month.  One of our projects will be a cleanup of the grounds!
� Once again, please pass information about our school to your friends and neighbors.
We still have a couple of spots open for 3-year-olds for next year and waiting lists getting
larger every day! 

Blessed to be here!  Ruthie Johnson, Director  232-2106

Please recycle your 
TIDINGS with your newspapers

Welcome Our New Building
Superintendent

We are pleased to welcome John Murray to our staff
as Building Superintendent.  John was the outstand-

ing candidate of the seven finalists who applied and were
interviewed.   We were fortunate to have a field of 24 can-
didates from which to choose.  He began his work with us
on March 9.  Linda Case (Church Administrator), Ken
Taylor (chair of the Personnel Ministry), Margaret
Sitkowski (chair of the Board of Buildings and Grounds)
and Geordie Campbell (Senior Pastor) served as the search committee.

John comes with a strong background of experience in buildings and grounds
management, having been in charge of Facilities and Grounds at the Master’s
School in Simsbury for 20 years.  He is currently working part-time as the facilities
manager for the Hopmeadow Country Club in Simsbury and is with us for the other
half of his time.  

John is the father of three children who are all “launched.” He and his wife live
in West Granby in a home that John says, “was given to me by the Lord.”  He is a
delightful addition to our staff.  Welcome John! �

Outgoing Moderator Anne Stone (left) with our new
Moderator Liz Spencer. Liz has previously served
as Vice Moderator, and was one of the members of
the Search Committee responsible for finding and
calling Geordie Campbell. Photo by Ginny Vocelli

New “Dream Kitchen” in Action: 
The Youth Groups were in charge of feeding the congregation during the Annual Meeting on March
15th. Thank you to all who helped (and thank you to everyone else who brought food!)
Back row from left: Monique Asselin, Liz Casper, Grace Bugos, Liz Roberts, Adrienne Pollard, Katie
Zahara, Lindsay Taylor and Nate Taylor. Front Row: Molly Bugos, FuRen Bemis. 
Photo by Ginny Vocelli

10  AM 

(A column from Service & Outreach)

Church School News 
at a Glance

� Our Lenten Praying with Jesus
Rotation is off to a great start! 
� We are excited about adding a fifth
inter-generational workshop to our
curriculum.
� The next rotation, Pentecost will
begin on April 19th. 
� The annual Easter Egg Hunt will
follow the Easter Sunday Service, on
the front lawn. Be  sure to to bring an
empty basket! 

Let’s Worship As ONE

Concert  
Sunday, April 19

4:00 PM.  
The Adult Choir, Children’s Choir,
Whitechapel Handbell Choir, and

soloists will be presenting a concert to
benefit the Music and Fine Arts Fund.  

A free will offering will be 
received for the M&FA Fund.
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John P. Webster Library
Patricia Malahan, Director
(860) 232-3893 • Look for regular updates online: www.jpwlibrary.org.

HOURS: MON. - 9:00 - 5:00 • TU. 9:00 - 7:00 • WED.,TH. 9:00 - 5:00
FRI. 9:00 - 3:00 • SUN. 9:00 - 12:00

It’s April and that means MISSION TRIP
time!!!  Seven of us – Monique and Pat
Asselin, Myla Christie, Liz

Casper, Olivia Mitchell, Liz
Roberts, and myself – will be
heading down to Washington,
D.C. April 13th-18th to work
with Youth Service
Opportunities Project (YSOP).  We will
work on different projects in the area each
day with a focus on helping those who are
experiencing hunger and homelessness.
Given the current economy, a trip like this
will surely be an eye-opening experience
for all of us so I’m thrilled to be taking
part.  Thank you to all of you who have
helped make this trip possible through
your financial support – buying an apple
pie, grinder, or chili; sponsoring a rocker;

We have many NEW Resources, come check us out!

Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 2010

Greeting Card
Fundraising “Business”
Available
ATTENTION MINISTRIES:

Does your ministry ever think of
something special you would like to do
but you don’t have the money?  Well,
we have a great suggestion for you.
Circle 8, has decided to retire from the
Marian Heath Greeting Card Business.
This fundraiser was started to help sup-
port the First Church Elevator Fund
and then to support the Kitchen
Dreams Fund.  Circle 8 has been very
proud to be involved with each of
these upscale renovations to First
Church. We raised  $2,000 for the
Elevator Fund and $1,000 for the
Kitchen Fund, which included a lunch-
eon we gave last spring followed by a
card sale. We also paid for the framing
of the First Church Picture hanging
beside the elevator on the first floor.
(Just in case you haven’t noticed, look
closely at that picture.  The mosaic
pieces are tiny pictures of you from the
recent Directory.)

If your committee is interested in
selling Marian Heath Cards, we have
everything right now for you to set up
shop with no down payment!  We
have a good supply of cards in stock,
and the plastic containers to put them
in, some starting money for change in
the cash box and even a mini calcula-
tor. If interested, please call Evie
Smith, at 521-3040.

P.S. As an added fringe benefit,
you will be able to store the cards in a
locked cupboard in our new kitchen
so you will not have to take them
home!!! �

purchasing stock in our trip; etc.!  And
mark your calendars now for our Mission

Trip Reception on May 10th.
We’ll serve dinner as well as share
our stories and pictures from the
trip.  

Aside from the trip, we have
two other great events planned

for April.  On April 5th, we will get togeth-
er from 4:00-6:00 to make Easter bags for
Nehemiah House at The Children’s Home
in Cromwell.  And on the 26th (date may
be changed), we will help clean out the
church for “dumpster week.”  More details
will follow soon for both events.

I hope everyone has a lovely and safe
Easter and that all the kids enjoy their
spring break!!! -Adrienne
firstchurchyouthprogram@yahoo.com

Youth
Group
News

Our Pilgrimage to the Holy Land 2010
continues to take shape!  It promises to be
the trip of a life-time, being in the land
where the stories of Jesus first touched the
world and have been echoing ever since!
Renown Biblical Storyteller Dennis Dewey
will be our guide.  Alpha Christian Tours,
known for their long record of safe travel
to the Holy Land, will be making our reser-
vations and arrangements.  Geordie will be
organizing our trip, gathering our group,
and making the journey with us.

What will we see and do?  Here’s a

“taste” to whet you appetite!  We will . . .
travel the Road to Jericho where the story
of the Good Samaritan was told . . . visit
Cana in Galilee where Jesus blessed a wed-
ding by turning water into wine . . . hear
the Beatitudes from the hillside where
Jesus first spoke them . . . enjoy a boat ride
on the Sea of Galilee where Jesus stilled
the storm . . . stay at a Kibbutz in Galilee
renown for wonderful meals . . . see the
Church of the Nativity and Shepherd’s
field . . . celebrate communion at the open
tomb . . . and fly home with amazing and

transforming memories!
Want to know more?  Call Geordie in

the office (233-9605) or at home (206-
4970). He already has his camera bag
packed and will be delighted to tell you
more! �

Food for Thought Book Group 
This popular book group discussion is

usually held on the first Thursday of each
month from 5:45 to 7 p.m. Participants are
invited to bring their own “brown bag”
supper and the library will provide bever-
ages and dessert. Our next meeting will be
on April 2, when we will discuss, “A
Thousand Splendid Suns” by Khaled
Hosseini, author of “The Kite Runner”.
Our last meeting of the programming year
will be on May 7 when we will discuss,
“The World to Come” by Dara Horn.
Copies of the books are available in the
library.

Christian Classics Book Group
Our group meets on Mondays at noon

to discuss books on Christianity, religion,
spirituality and other germane topics.
Copies of the books are available in the
library. Bring a bag lunch; coffee and tea
are provided. 

Soup and Scripture
On each Tuesday from 6 p.m. to 7

p.m., our group meets in the library. A
basic meal of soup and bread is served, we
then take turns reading scripture and have
a brief informal discussion of the readings.
We are currently reading from Genesis. 

John P. Webster Gallery
In April, the Gallery will be showcas-

ing the diverse works from the very local
and talented friends and artists from the
First Church Nursery School. This annual
exhibit is always a treat to see the creativ-
ity of our young friends, so please take the
time to view their thoughtful and imagina-
tive artwork! 

We are the Temple of the Living God.  Glorify God in your body.
(2 Corinthians 6:16, 1 Corinthians 6:20 NRSV)

YOGA
Sponsored by the C.E. Ministry of First Church

Please join us for Christian Meditative Yoga!
Take a break from the stress of life and connect with your body, mind, and spirit.

Through yoga postures, breathing, and meditation techniques, quiet your mind and learn
to hear the quiet voice of spirit, while strengthening your body.

This gentle Kripalu yoga class, taught by 
Nancy Murray, RYT, is appropriate for students at all levels, including beginners.

Late Spring series starting the week of April 28:  
Three different 8-week classes will be offered:

Tuesdays: 7:00 pm – 8:15 pm  •  Wednesdays: 9:15 am – 10:30 am 
Thursdays: 9:15 am – 10:30 am 

Please call Nancy Murray 521-8186 for more information, 
including suggested donation, or to sign up.

Adult Books
Am I forgiving? by Jeannie, Taylor
Ancestral grace: meeting God in our human story by Diarmuid Ó Murchú.
The art of caregiving: how to lend support and encouragement to those with cancer by Michael S. Barry
The bishop’s daughter: a memoir by Honor Moore
The boy in the striped pajamas: a fable by John Boyne
Children praying: why and how to pray with your children by Joan Bel Geddes
Claiming the Beatitudes: nine stories from a new generation Anne Sutherland Howard
Dating Jesus: a story of fundamentalism, feminism, and the American girl by Susan Campbell
Digging through the Bible: understanding biblical people, places, and controversies through archaeology by Richard

Freund
The dove in the stone finding the sacred in the commonplace by Alice O. Howell
Dreams alive: prayers by teenagers 
Elijah at the wedding feast and other tales: stories of the human spirit by  John Shea
Engaged spirituality: faith life in the heart of the empire by Joseph Nangle
Finding the quiet mind by Robert S.Elllwood
God in public: four ways American Christianity and public life relate by Mark Toulouse
Holy hunches: responding to the promptings of God by Bruce Main
Lent and Easter wisdom from Henri J.M. Nouwen: daily scripture and prayers together with Nouwen’s own words

Nouwen, Henri J. M.
Living beyond the “end of the world”: a spirituality of hope by Margaret Swedish
Living Lent: meditations for these forty days, Barbara Cawthorne Crafton
Living Lenten portraits: nine dramatic monologs by Richard Andersen
The longest trip home:  a memoir by John Grogan
A mandate to difference: an invitation to the contemporary church by Walter Brueggemann
The marriage of sense and soul: integrating science and religion by Ken Wilber
Moral clarity: a guide for grown-up idealists by Susan Neiman
A new climate for theology: God, the world, and global warming by Sallie McFague
The prodigal God: recovering the heart of the Christian faith by Timothy J. Keller
The shack, a novel by William P. Young
Shaping the next generation: helping parents seize their brief window of opportunity by David Atchison
Souls in the hands of a tender God: stories of the search for home and healing on the streets by Craig Rennebohm
Spiritual director, spiritual companion: guide to tending the soul by Tilden Edwards
Spirituality old & new: recovering authentic spiritual life by Donald G. Bloesch
Spot of grace: remarkable stories of how you do make a difference by Dawna Markova
Theology brewed in an African pot by A. E. Orobator
The web in the sea: Jung, Sophia, and the geometry of the soul by Alice O. Howell
When a child has died: ways you can help a bereaved parent by Bonnie Conrad
The Word that redescribes the world: the Bible and discipleship by Walter Brueggemann

Children’s Books
Easter in the garden by Patricia Kennedy
I call my hand gentle by Amanda Haan
Little blue and little yellow: a story for Pippo and Ann and other children by Leo Lionni
Little blue truck by Alice Schertle
Mi amor por ti : My love for you by Susan L. Roth
NIrV the little kids’ adventure Bible by Larry Richards
Saint Valentine by Robert Sabuda
Sam and the lucky money by Karen Chinn
Sassafras by Audrey Penn
The shepherd who searched by Margaret Williams
Skunk’s spring surprise by Leslea Newman
Spicy hot colors: colores picantes by Sherry Shahan
This next New Year by Janet S. Wong
Wangari’s trees of peace: a true story from Africa by Jeanette Winter

New Resources

See you on 

10:00 AM
April 5
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CHURCH BULLETIN BOARD
AND FAMILY NEWS

WEDDINGS
None Reported

CIVIL UNIONS
None Reported

BIRTHS
None Reported

BAPTISMS
Luke Joseph
Cosentino‚ was bap-
tized on 3/22/09. His
parents are Denise and
Alex Consentino.
DEATHS

Priscilla Neff died on February 26,
2009. Marion Hall died on March 4,
2009.

Please note, we do our best to be sure all
announcements make it on our 

“Church Bulletin Board.” If you have an
announcement to share with your church 

family, please call the church office.

Looking for a Church
to Call Home?

Does it really make a difference if you
join a church?  We think so!  Deciding
to join a church is a way of acknowl-
edging and affirming that each of us
needs a spiritual home.  It’s a way of
being more intentional about tending
to the needs of heart and soul.

First Church offers an opportuni-
ty several times a year to welcome
new folks into the membership of our
congregation. We would be delighted
to include you! New folks will be join-
ing on May 17. A special gathering
will be held on April 26 from 4:00 –
5:30 in the evening for any who are
new to us and would like to know
more about membership First Church
– no strings attached! If you would
like to know more about this oppor-
tunity, please speak to one of the pas-
tors.  �

by Barbara Frey

I am one of your pastors but I am also
a Stephen Leader and a Stephen Minister.
In February 2006 five of us — myself and
four others: Suzanne Carnes, Maureen
Martin, Dick and Linda Moffitt traveled to
Corpus Christi, TX to attend the Leader
Training Course with pastors and church
lay leaders from across the U.S., Canada,
and beyond. All five of us were grateful for
the privilege of representing First Church.
We are still committed to working hard,
listening well, and learning how we can
bring Stephen Ministry effectively to you.
When we returned from the LTC, we
helped recruit, select and train church
members as Stephen Ministers, helped
match people in need of care with the
Stephen Ministers, and provided ongoing
supervision and continuing education.

More Stephen Ministers are needed
here at First Church. We want to expand
our Stephen Leader Team. We have the
resources to send 2-5 persons to a leader’s
course. Here are the locations:

•June 7-13  • Orlando, Florida
(Holiday Inn Resort)
•July 12-18  • Dallas, Texas (Westin
Park Central)
•August 2-8  • Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania (Hilton Pittsburgh Hotel)

Each of these locations are great spots
to visit and you are encouraged to stay a
few extra days, maybe even bring your
family, and enjoy the local attractions.

If you have leadership gifts and skills
and you have a heart for caring ministry, I
encourage you to consider becoming a
Stephen Leader. 

If you are interested or have ques-
tions, please let me know by sending an e-
mail: revbunger2002@yahoo.com or call-
ing 233-9605. Thanks. �

WHAT IS STEPHEN MINISTRY?

STEPHEN MINISTRY
is a complete system for
training and organizing
lay persons to provide
one-to-one Christian care
in and around their congregations. It is
a carefully planned, well-tested step-by-
step process to establish a lay caring
ministry that works and lasts. Lay per-
sons are equipped by using a biblically
based, psychologically sound approach
that is thorough, yet easily understood.
This is a flexible system that has been
implemented successfully in both small
and large churches. Stephen Ministry
enhances caring for our First Church
family as well as complement it and
expand it.

Stephen Ministry was founded in
1975 in St. Louis by Rev. Kenneth
Haugk, a pastor who found there was
no way he alone could meet all the
needs for care in his congregation so
he equipped nine members of that con-
gregation as the first group of Stephen
Ministers. You can learn more by log-
ging on to www.stephenministries.org

We are hoping that 2-5 lay persons
will attend a weeklong Leaders’
Training Course where they learn how
to direct Stephen Ministry in our con-
gregation. These leaders will work
with our other leaders to help recruit,
select and train members as Stephen
Ministers, help match people in need
of care with the Stephen Ministers, and
provide ongoing supervision and con-
tinuing education. If you are interested
in being part of the leadership team or
would like to become a Stephen
Minister for our First Church family,
please let our pastors or a deacon
know.

Stephen Ministry does not replace
all of the parish caring that already
exists and will not replace pastoral vis-
its. The hope is that the Stephen
Ministry will enhance caring for our
First Church family as well as comple-
ment it and expand it. �

CHARTING A COURSE TO EXPAND OUR S.M. TEAM

Troop 12 News
Chris Allen, Troop Scribe

Troop 12 hosted the annual “PINE
WOOD DERBY” in February. We sold hot
dogs, pizza, soda and water as one of our
troop fundraisers. We plan on using the
money we raised from the Derby to buy
troop t-shirts to bring to summer camp
(and our class B uniform) which will be a
first for Troop 12.    

On our recent camp-out in March (at
camp Mattatuck in Plymouth, CT) we
brought our two dog sleds for our gear
(minus the dog’s). We hiked into our
camp site (about 1/2 mile) on the other

Welcome To Our Newest Members!

We are delighted to welcome our three newest members who joined the First Church
family on March 15.  The next opportunity to become a member of our wonderful

church is on May 17.  Please speak to one of the pastors it you want to know more.
Nancy McCabe recently moved back to West Hartford and discovered First

Church when she attended a memorial service here for her friend Sally Moore. Nancy is
eagerly anticipating the opportunity for her children and herself to become part of this
church community.  She and her husband, John, have two daughters (Ashley and
Allyson) and a son (Jacob).  In her “spare” time, she immerses herself in the creative
arts of quilting, knitting and jewelry design, and loves to sing.  She also enjoys basketball. 

Kathy and Mike Eagle come to us with their almost-year-old son Aaron (born
last June).  Both grew up in Connecticut, Mike in Old Saybrook and Kathy in Suffield.
Kathy works as a personal trainer at The Perfect Workout, and Mike is a Physical
Education teacher at McGee Middle School in Berlin.  In their leisure time Kathy enjoys
all kinds of sporting activities – biking, hiking, running, camping, baseball and football;
and Mike shares in her love for sports and outdoor activities.  They both look forward to
having a church to call home for their family.�

New members, with their children are from left: Nancy McCabe (and two of her children Allyson and
Jacob), with Kathy and Mike Eagle (Mike is holding their son Aaron). Photo by Chris Whalley

Confirmation Serves a World in Need
Our Confirmation Class spent an inspiring evening this past month presenting their

service projects to parents, mentors, deacons and our pastors.  Among their service proj-
ects are: 

� a drive to benefit the West Hartford Food Pantry (Olivia Mitchell)
� tutoring students at an under-serviced Hartford School (Allen Currier)
� collecting sheets and towels for a shelter in New Britain (Grace Bugos)
� participating in the renovation of the church kitchen (Toby Casper)
� gathering books for the Cromwell Children’s Home (Tyler Teranova)
Martin Luther King reminds us still:  “There is a new norm for greatness.  It has not

to do with education or wealth or power or connection.  It has to do with service.  And
anyone, everyone, can serve!”  

We look forward to celebrating their Confirmation on June 7!  Please make it a 
priority to be with us! �

side of the lake. It took about an hour to
get to our camp site with our back packs,
the heavy dog sleds and gear. In the morn-
ing, much to our surprise,  there was NO
MORE SNOW!!! So we had a muddy trek
pushing the sleds back to the trucks.

If anyone is interested in joining Boy
Scouts or to just wants to come and see
what it’s like, we meet every Tuesday. All
boys, ages 11 to 17, are welcome to stop
by at one of our troop meetings on
Tuesday night from 7 to 8:30 in the Youth
Room. We look forward to seeing you! For
more info call: Chris Allen: 236-2114. �

GOOD FRIDAY • APRIL 10
This year the Good Friday Worship Service will be

led by Susan Izard and Jim Boratko.  This reflective serv-
ice of Word and Song will be held at 7 p.m. in the chan-
cel of the Meeting House.  It will be a time to listen to the
story of Jesus’ final days and reflect on its meaning in our
own lives today.  Come and participate in this beautiful
service that prepares us for the celebration of Easter. �
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In the heart of West Hartford
we are called by God to grow together,
inspiring and engaging one another
through worship, learning, fellowship and outreach.

We faithfully serve our diverse community and world,
welcoming and nurturing all people
in the living Spirit of Jesus.

APRIL 2009

12 SOUTH MAIN STREET
WEST HARTFORD, CT 06107

APRIL 2009

Sacred Connection: Seder & Communion
Dear Friends,
In a few weeks, two families will gather at our home in Haddam
for a brunch. This meal will be a celebration of Tom’s and
Darcey’s marriage and will be a new beginning and a new tra-
dition. Woven through all this is love. Have you noticed how
meals create community and connect us together?

On the Thursday before Easter, April 9, Maundy
Thursday, our intergenerational First Church family will gath-
er around tables in the auditorium for Passover…and for
Communion. This is a new beginning and a new tradition
for us. We will share a meal as we remember that Jesus was the
host at the Last Supper which was a Pesach (Passover) 
Seder meal with his disciples. Jesus also wove love into this
gathering. 

The word Maundy means commandment and these words: “This is my commandment, that you love one
another as I have loved you” (John 15: 12) provided the foundation. Jesus surprised the disciples when he
washed the dust from their feet but he was teaching them how Christians are to live humbly and to serve one
another. While teaching and encouraging the disciples, Jesus gave a new meaning to two of the special foods
used in the celebration: bread and wine. Jesus transformed this meal into a meal of sacred memory which
Christians often refer to as “The Lord’s Supper.”

On Maundy Thursday, you are invited to experience this Sacred Connection: Seder and Communion
from 6-8 p.m. in the auditorium. In this union of the two sacred meals, we commune with Jesus. We also are
linked with God and fellow Christians both now and in the past and we are reminded of our Jewish heritage
and that Jesus himself was Jewish.

Our guide to this Sacred Connection is Bill Warner-Prouty, a UCC minister who is very knowledge-
able of Jewish traditions. In fact, he looks like a Jewish rabbi. This is an experience for the entire church
family---young children, teenagers, adults. I hope that you will star this date on your calendar. AND
please call the church office (233-9605) by April 5 and let us know that you will be there!

Come and learn and celebrate!

Barb Frey
Associate Pastor of Christian Education and Parish Care
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PREACHING & 
WORSHIP PLANS 
APRIL ‘09
10:00 am - Meeting House
10:15 am - Church School

APRIL 5:
Palm Sunday 
“Following at a
Distance”
Geordie Campbell
preaching

APRIL 10:
Good Friday Service
7:00 PM in the
Meeting House 
(see p. 7)

APRIL 12:
Easter Sunday
6:25 AM Sunrise
Service, Sunrise
Overlook, Elizabeth
Park. The Rev. “Day”
McCallister preaching

10:00 AM 
“No Way!  
Maybe!  Yes!”
Geordie Campbell
preaching

APRIL 19:
Earth Day 
“Bright and 
Beautiful and Blue”
Geordie Campbell
preaching

APRIL 26:
“Christ Is Risen
INDEED!!!”Barbara
Frey preaching

During World War I, Americans
practiced “Meatless Mondays”
as a conservation effort. Did

you know that eating no meat just one
day per week is the greenhouse gas
equivalent of driving 1,160 fewer miles per year? If everyone in
America took one day off from eating meat each week, it would be
the equivalent of taking 30-40 million cars off the road. While I like
a juicy cheeseburger as much as anyone, reducing meat consump-
tion can have a huge impact on our carbon emissions. So, perhaps
we can add a little more pizza and pasta to the menu. �
Please join us as together we care for God’s earth. If you have ideas to help
us all become more green, please contact Bob Izard, rizard@izardnobel.com.

Meatless Mondays HELP WANTED- YOUTH COORDINATOR
First Church of Christ Congregational Church, UCC seeks a
Youth Coordinator(s) for the middle school and high school
youth groups. Depending upon the candidate, this can be
a combined position or two separate positions, for a maxi-
mum of fifteen hours per week. This church is supportive of
the  young people and shows a lot of interest in their proj-
ects and activities. The candidate(s) should have experi-
ence with youth, enthusiasm, willingness to work in collab-
oration with others, and love for God. Contact: For job
descriptions and further information, please call Rev.
Barbara Frey at 860-233-9605 x102 or e-mail
revbunger2002@yahoo.com. Resumes may be sent to the
church: 12 South Main Street, West Hartford, CT 06107;
attn. Youth Coordinator Search.

TIDINGS Deadline: 
MAY Tidings submissions are due on APRIL 14th to 

Joy Taylor. Email to: jtaylor@hometownmarketing.com 
Phone/voice mail: 231-7617, x12 Drop off or mail to Joy: 

21 Metacomet Road, Farmington CT 06032

Annual Easter Egg Hunt – Front Lawn immediately following the Easter Sunday Service  

Connecticut Conference 
Annual Meeting

The spring session of the Connecticut Conference Annual
Meeting will be held at Asylum Hill Congregational Church on
Saturday, May 9.  The theme is “Body and Soul:  The Church and
Health Care.” Our delegates are Brenda Worth and Sue Wolfe.
Geordie will be attending as well.  If any others would like to help to
represent First Church please let Moderator Liz Spencer know. �


