
FEBRUARY 2:
“The Vision Beautiful”
Amie Giguere leading

FEBRUARY 9:
Music Sunday  

(All Ages Worship)
Jim Boratko with Ross Tucker 

and the Hot Cat Jazz Band

Taizé Worship,  
5 p.m. in the Chapel

FEBRUARY 16:
Witness Sunday  

featuring members of  
the congregation

FEBRUARY 23:
Susan Izard leads worship

Celtic Evening Worship,  
5 p.m. in the Chapel

FEBRUARY 26:
Ash Wednesday

Death Café
6:30-8:30 p.m.

in the Auditorium
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The month of February includes Valentine’s Day. I have heard it 
referred to as a Hallmark holiday, and yet it brings an opportunity to 
intentionally express and celebrate love. So, what is love, anyway?

Countless poems and songs have pondered the question. 
Classical readings of Plato and Aristotle reveal 7 types of love: 
eros (romantic), philia (affectionate), philautia (self-love), pragma 
(enduring), ludus (playful), mania (obsessive) and agape (uncondi-
tional). In his 1973 book Colours of Love: An Exploration of the Ways 
of Loving, Canadian psychologist John Alan Lee explained his theory 
of love, based on the Latin and Greek words, and describes them in 
terms of the traditional color wheel. Twenty years later, author and 
pastor Gary Chapman released his book The Five Love Languages, 
categorizing ways people give and receive love: words of affirma-
tion, acts of service, receiving gifts, quality time, and physical touch. 
These are all pretty interesting things to learn about! 

As people of faith perhaps it is most interesting to consider the 
biblical view of love. The word love appears in the Scriptures 731 
times! The whole book of Song of Solomon is a love song of a bride 

and groom that commu-
nicates that love is stron-
ger than death. I have had 
the privilege of accompa-
nying many individuals 
and families during their 
final hours and minutes 
of life, and I have noticed 
that in those times, the 
ability (or inability) to express love with one another has an unde-
niable ultimacy. 

This sentiment is confirmed in 1 Corinthians 13: “love never 
ends.” Jesus’ greatest commandments demonstrate that love is an 
action…something one does, not just simply something one feels 
or talks about. 1 John 3:18 sums it up, “let us love, not in word or 
speech, but in truth and action.” I want to invite each of us to ponder 
how we might be love to and for one another, by putting our love 
into action. May it be so!

for God so Lo V ed the world
         that He g A ve His
                       on L y Son that
      whoever b E lieves
                           i N Him
        should no T
                     per I sh but have
                   eter N al
                       lif E

JOHN 3:16

-Amie Giguere, Acting Associate Pastor 
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 Church Family News
l  Shirley Loomis, longtime church member, beloved aunt, great aunt, 
and “Aunt Shirley” to just about everyone she knew, passed away on  
December 22, 2019. A memorial service and celebration of Shirley’s life 
took place on Saturday, January 18, 2020.

If you have an announcement to share, please call the office at 860-233-9605.

Call to Meeting of the  
Congregation
Sunday, February 9, 2020 in the 
Auditorium following worship  

Notice is hereby given that a Congregational Meeting for the 
First Church of Christ Congregational of West Hartford, Connecticut, 
UCC, will be held on Sunday, February 9, 2020 following the 10:00 
AM worship service to address the following items of business:

1. To approve the minutes of the First Church Budget Meeting 
held on February 10, 2019.

2. To consider and vote on matters related to the finances of 
First Church, including:

A non-budgeted withdrawal from the General Fund Endow-
ment in June of 2019 the amount of $40,000, and The First Church 
Annual Operating Budget for calendar year 2020.

3. In accordance with the By-laws of First Church, action will 
be taken only on matters included in this Call to Meeting.

 Notice given on January 14, 2020
Charlie Goodwin
Secretary of the Church

Jesus Christ Superstar
There are a few tickets left for the trip to see this iconic rock 

opera at the Bushnell Center for the Performing Arts at 1 p.m., on 
Sunday March 1, 2020.

With music by Andrew Lloyd Webber and lyrics by Tim Rice, 
the show tells the story of Jesus’s last week, from the perspective of 
Judas. We will share a light lunch at the church before carpooling to 
the Bushnell. Tickets: $50 per person. Reserve your tickets through 
the First Church website or at: http://bit.ly/jesuschristsuper.

Youth Group Activities  
Open to all middle and high school students and their friends!
n February 2 from 11 a.m. to noon – Service Project Collection 
for Souper Bowl of Caring. Youth 
are invited to stand at the doors 
of the Meeting House to take a 
collection following worship. The 
Souper Bowl of Caring is a national 
movement of youth across the 
nation working together to fight 
hunger and poverty in their own 
communities around the time of the Super Bowl football game. 
(Bring dollar bills to donate!)
n February 9 from 5-7 p.m.:  Fun & Fellowship
Combined WeHaYG Duck-pin Bowling at Ducks on the Ave.
n February 16:  No Activity (School Break)
n February 23:  After worship we will join the church-wide service 
project to make no-sew fleece blankets.

From the Moderator
February is an in-between month for the church calendar, in my 

opinion, and that is especially true for First Church this year.  The 
Christmas season is behind us, and the Lenten season is in front of 
us, beginning at the end of February. The long pastorate of Geordie 
Campbell is completed, and the interim pastorate with Erica Avena 
is yet to begin. (Read the short article about Rev. Avena’s joining us 
on March 1st on the next page.)

Yet the church will be hopping with a lot of worship and mission 
activities in February. That is because we have dedicated pastors, 
staff, and church members who ensure that we continue on our faith 
journeys. Book clubs still meet, interesting worship experiences 
are going to happen each Sunday, programs are scheduled, and of 
course the 2020 budget must be considered and approved.

During this in-between time, find ways to continue to put your 
faith into action.  One mission project to put on your calendar is after 
church on Sunday, February 23rd, when we will make no-sew blan-
kets, sponsored by the Outreach Team (p.7).  Do not wait until the 
Shrove Tuesday pancake supper on February 25th (p. 3), or the Ash 
Wednesday Death Café on Februay 26th (p. 8), to get involved in 
something other than Sunday morning worship.  

Put your faith into action through music, library, worship, flower 
delivery, GHIAA (Greater Hartford Interfaith Action Alliance), and 
other activities at the church.  As we all know, the church doors are 
open for much more than just Sunday morning worship. 

This month, I hope you take the opportunity to experience 
the reality of the last phrase of the well-known ditty:  “Here is the 
church; here is the steeple; open the doors, and see all the people!”

Judy Schmitt
Moderator

Church School Plans
n February 2: Regular Church School
n February 9: All ages worship with the Hot Cat Jazz Band
n February 16: Regular Church School
n February 23: Music lesson
Kindergarteners and Preschool will now meet together in room 206.

DUE DATE for TIDINGS: 
The next deadline is FEBRUARY  14th,  

for the MARCH issue. Please send items to Joy Taylor: 
joy.taylor@whfirstchurch.org

DUE DATES for SUNDAY NOTES & eNEWS: 
Submissions are due each  

Tuesday by noon to Suzanne: suzanne.nardi@whfirstchurch.org.
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Rev. Amie Stuart Giguere, Acting Associate Pastor
Rev. Susan Izard, Minister of Spiritual Life

James Boratko, Music Director
Lauren Dube, Director of Children & Family Ministries

Dawne Quinn, FCAFYC Director
Suzanne Nardi, Office Manager
Lisa Reed, Business Manager

Living in Spirit • Committed to Service • Open to All

Church Office: 860-233-9605  •  Fax: 860-232-8183  
J.P. Webster Library: 860-232-3893

First Church Academy for Young Children: 860-232-2106
12 South Main St., West Hartford, CT 06107 • www.whfirstchurch.org

Treasures and Hearts … 
I’m retired, so attending First Church 

gives me a welcome chance to socialize, at 
coffee hour every week and at dinner church 
or Gather Round the Table. I like getting to 
know people and feeling part of a community.  
When my twin brother was dangerously ill, 
people would ask how he was doing. It made 
me feel less anxious to be able to talk about it.  
I also like being involved in church activities 
like ushering and doing hospitality, as well as 
supporting the church in its outreach efforts by making donations or 
working in the soup kitchen. First Church does a lot of good things 
for the larger community and I’m proud to be a part of it.

-Harold Steever

Vacation Bible School
Great Big Beautiful World

Summer 2020 – July 6th to 10th
Monday thru Friday, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

First Church is excited to offer a week long Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) experience for children entering Kindergarten through 
5th grade. Middle school students (6th-8th graders), are invited to 
join us as Crew Leaders. High school students, grades 9th-12th are 
invited to join us as Station Leaders.

Each day, kids participate in small, mixed age groups, called 
Crews, and discover not only that God made them the way they are, 
but for a purpose too! Great Big Beautiful World! is an interactive 
VBS where children explore, celebrate, and care for God’s good cre-
ation!  Through worship and drama, Bible study, nature-themed art 
projects and snacks, active games, and science explorations, chil-
dren will discover God’s love for all of creation. Plus, we’ll help kids 
to discover evidence of God in everyday life – something we call God 
Sightings. Register on our website, or go directly to:

 http://bit.ly/2020VBSatFCWH

On March 1st, Rev. Erica Wimber Avena will join us 
at First Church to provide pastoral leadership while we 
search for our next Senior Pastor. 

For the past two years, Erica has served as  
Transitional Associate Minister at Asylum Hill Congre-
gational Church. She completes her time with AHCC at 
the end of January. 

Erica received her Master of Divinity and Master of 
Sacred Theology degrees from Yale Divinity School. She 
is ordained by The American Baptist Churches, USA, and 
has standing in the UCC while serving UCC churches. 
After graduating from Yale with an MDiv degree, Erica first served 
as Pastor at the First Baptist Church of Essex, and then as Senior 

Welcome to our Interim Minister: Rev. Erica Wimber Avena! 
Minister of Colchester Federated (Baptist and UCC) 
Church. She has done extensive additional training in 
interim ministry and church consulting, and since 2015 
holds certification with the Interim Ministry Network as 
a “Professional Transition Specialist.” 

Since 2007, when Erica chose to become an inten-
tional interim minister, she has served six churches, 
including First Baptist Church just north of us on Main 
Street in West Hartford, from 2013 to 2015.

A more extensive introduction will be provided in 
the near future as we prepare to welcome Erica to our 

church and pulpit next month.

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
Tuesday February 25, 2020 • 5:30-7 p.m. Auditorium

Join us in the Auditorium for the traditional feast day  
before the start of Lent. Menu includes: traditional pancakes, 
gluten-free pancakes, sausage, 
and fruit. Free will offering. If 
you would like a ride call the 
church office at  860-233-9605. 
Event sponsored by the  
Inreach Team.

REGISTER
ONLINE



FIRST CHURCH WEST HARTFORD -  T IDINGS •  WWW.WHFIRSTCHURCH.ORG •  FEBRUARY 2020 •  PAGE 4

Well
Done
Geordie,
Well Done.

“Jan Richardson is a pastoral poet ...and fills my thoughts this morning. Her 
words often inspire me, though in this case I admit to blending in a few of my own. May 
they become as a blessing on all that we have known together.

In the leaving, in the letting go,
let there be these

to hold onto at the last:

The delight of surprise.
The fruits of accomplishment.

The whisper of grace.

The power of faith.
The persistence of hope.
The endurance of love.

The experience of purpose.
The arms of community.

The blessing of peace.

(For, among you, and as your pastor
you have given these to me,

as I trust you have also received.)” *

“I leave you with this. They are words from 
the Apostle Paul that I take as my own. ‘I thank 
you for your partnership from the first day until 
now. I am sure that God who began a good work 
in us will bring it to completion. We have been 
partakers of grace together.’” *

*Excerpts from Geordie’s final sermon delivered on January 12, 2020. The complete sermon can be found on our website. 
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January 12, 2020. The 
retirement party with 
friends and family  
members for Rev.  
Geordie Campbell  
included a presentation of 
gifts and a certificate for 
Pastor Emeritus.
Flowers by Amie Giguere, 
Dawne Quinn, and Lauren 
Dube.
Food coordinated by 
Nancy Ball
Cake by Maryanne Barry
Photos by Amy Melvin
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LIBRARY HOURS: Sun.: 9 a.m. – 12 p.m., Mon. – Thurs.: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., Fri. & Sat.: Closed
If you need assistance outside of these hours, please call us at 860-232-3893 to set up an  
appointment, or send us an email at: jpwebster@whfirstchurch.org
Jennifer deSimas, Library Director
Karla Grafton, Assistant Librarian    

At the JPWL Gallery
Day by day, 
Day by day
Oh dear Lord,
Three things I pray: 
To see thee more clearly
Love thee more dearly
Follow thee more nearly
Day by day  – “Day by Day” by Stephen Schwartz

Many of us who paint, write, knit, or “dabble” in arts and crafts 
see this as the perfect way to communicate our inner thoughts 
about life and ultimately about God. Emotions that resist being put 
into words can be stated beautifully through fabric arts or with a 
paintbrush. When others see our work, perhaps they experience that 
small part of The Holy that is in us, and gain a deeper understanding 
of the fullness that is God. And so we create - and keep creating - 
day by day, each stitch or nail or brushstroke bringing us closer in 
community. 

This year’s First Church members’ and friends’ exhibit, Day by 
Day: The Art of Our Community, will be on display from February 3 
until March 22. We invite you to come and see it whenever the church 
building is open.

“Day of Tears” Stage Reading 
Sunday March 22, 2 p.m.

The largest auction of enslaved people in American history took 
place on March 2 and 3, 1859 in Savannah, Georgia. In an attempt 
to cover his gambling debts, one plantation owner sold off over 400 
men, women, and children. The event came to be known as “the 
weeping time.” Rain began on the first day of the auction, and con-
tinued throughout, stopping only when the auction had ended. “Day 
of Tears” is based on the Julius Lester novel of the same name. 

Join a talented cast of actors directed by Laurie Maria Cabral 
as they present this stage reading, for one performance only. Pre-
sented in partnership with the Noah Webster House and West Hart-
ford Witness Stones. Permission to present this reading has been 
granted by Julius Lester. This is a free community event, open to 
all. Please be advised that strong language and allusions to violence 
are present in the performance and may not be suitable for certain 
audiences, including young children. 

March 15: Day of Tears Book Discussion
A special Day of Tears book study, organized by the West Hartford 
Historical Society, West Hartford Witness Stones, and First Church, 
will be held Sunday, March 15 at 1 p.m. in the JPW Library. Open to 
all. Books will be available at the JPWL.

Lunch & Learn, Feb. 2 at 11:30: 
What Quitting Hair Dye Taught Me 

Mark your calendar for February’s Lunch & Learn with Ronnie 
Citron-Fink, author of True Roots: What Quitting Hair Dye Taught 
Me About Health and Beauty. Citron-Fink, a journalist, wondered if 
the unpronounceable chemical names on her box of hair dye could 
be causing her allergies and headaches. But she worried that going 
gray would adversely affect her job and social life. “Will I still feel like 
me when I have gray hair?” Along her journey to find answers, she 
discovered products that are safer for the planet and for people, and 
she learned to embrace her natural beauty. Books available.

Book Groups: 
The Awakening the Spirit book group meets Mon-

days at noon in the JPW Library, and is led by Minister of Spiritual 
Life Susan Izard. In February we will finish reading Reading Buech-
ner: Exploring the Work of a Master Memoirist, Novelist, Theologian, 
and Preacher by Jeffrey Munroe. We will begin reading Holy Envy: 
Finding God in the Faith of Others by Barbara Brown Taylor: In Holy 
Envy, Taylor “contemplates the myriad ways other people and tra-
ditions encounter the Transcendent, both by digging deeper into 
those traditions herself and by seeing them through her students’ 
eyes as she sets off with them on field trips to monasteries, tem-
ples, and mosques. Troubled and inspired by what she learns, Tay-
lor returns to her own tradition for guidance, finding new meaning 
in old teachings that have too often been used to exclude religious 
strangers instead of embracing the divine challenges they present. ”  
(Amazon.com.) Books are available in the JPW Library. Please bring 
your lunch; beverages and dessert will be provided. No meeting on 
February 17. 

The Food for Thought book group’s next meeting is 
Thursday, February 6 at 5:30 p.m. to discuss The Book Woman of 
Troublesome Creek by Kim Michele Richardson. A “love letter to 
the first mobile library in Kentucky and the fierce, brave packhorse 
librarians who wove their way from shack to shack dispensing lit-
eracy, hope, and - just as importantly - a compassionate human 
connection” - Sara Gruen, author, Water for Elephants. A readable, 
compelling study of diversity in a mountainous microcosm. Books 
are available at the JPW Library. Bring your dinner; beverages and 
dessert are provided.

Please note: First Church will be 
closed on Presidents’ Day,  

Monday, February 17
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Breakfast for All
First Sunday Breakfast: Have you been to First Church’s Crofut 

Café? The JPWL is pleased to provide this monthly breakfast “café” 
in our bright meeting space! We offer hot and hearty dishes as well 
as fruit, coffee, and breakfast breads, including gluten-free options, 
plus activities for children. All are truly welcome! First Sundays from 
8:30 – 9:30 a.m.

Troop 12 Boy Scouts meets weekly on Tuesdays from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at First Church. 
Parents and all boys 11 to 17 years old are welcome to come check  
us out. You may contact Committee Chair: Sandra Tranquilli, 860-992-7183, 
or email her at santran73@sbcglobal.net

Troop 12 completed its char-
ter renewal process for 2020 at the 
end of December.  This process 
is completed each year in order  
to update information on adult 
leaders and scouts for Boy Scouts 
of America. First Church, West 
Hartford, serves as Troop 12’s 
chartered organization with our 
Senior Pastor serving as the exec-
utive officer, although customary duties and responsibilities are del-
egated to Greg Freeman who serves as the Chartered Organization  
Representative (COR).

In completing charter renewal for 2020, a review meeting was 
held with the Mark Twain District Executive at the Connecticut Riv-
ers Council’s offices in East Hartford.  Based on accomplishments 
by scouts and adult leaders in 2019, Troop 12 has been evaluated 

Troop 12’s Journey to Excellence – Scored at Gold Level

OUTREACH:  
Australian Red 
Cross Disaster Relief

The Australian Red Cross is a 
humanitarian aid and community 
services charity in Australia and an 
auxiliary to government. A large 
Red Cross operation is underway, 
with trained emergency services volunteers and staff support-
ing people at evacuation and relief centers, registering people 
so their loved ones can contact them, providing psychological 
first aid to reduce trauma and distress, providing food, water 
and relief items to people cut off by fires in Victoria, conduct-
ing welfare checks on the phone and in-person, providing 
emergency grants to people who have lost homes to bushfires.

In Victoria, they are now supporting people at nine relief 
centers. They are providing food and water at all the centers 
and coordinating a further 800 food hampers plus water,  
hygiene kits and pet supplies to be delivered to people in  
Mallacoota.

In New South Wales, teams are now supporting people 
at five evacuation centers and providing information at six 
disaster welfare points. They are also conducting needs as-
sessments in the most-affected communities and supporting 
people facing language barriers.

For more information: www. redcross.org.au.

FEB.

at the Gold level of BSAs Journey to 
Excellence (JTE).  JTE is designed to 
encourage excellence in areas such 
as membership retention, camping, 
and rank advancement.

2020 marks the 110th anniver-
sary of Troop 12’s founding in 1910, 
which makes it one of the oldest 
troops in America. Plans are under-
way to host a special event to which 

all members of our congregation will be invited.  In the meantime, if 
you know of any young person who would like to learn about camp-
ing and the great outdoors, please feel free to have their parents 
email me at william.mackey@yahoo.com for information about 
joining Troop 12.

Will Mackey
Scoutmaster, Troop 12, West Hartford

The Outreach Team is planning to make “no-sew” blankets in 
the Auditorium following worship on February 23. Please plan to 
stay a while to help out – no-sew blankets are easy to make! No 
craft or sewing experience required! The blankets will be donated to 
local family organizations. Can’t be here that day? We’re collecting 
donations toward the materials starting February 9. Look for us in 
the auditorium at Coffee Hour. Thank you for your help!

No-Sew
Blankets
Feb. 23



Winner of 

The Infinity Hall 

Battle of 

the Bands

Best New Band in the Courant Readers Poll 
for 2019
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12 South Main Street
West Hartford, CT 06107

Celtic 
Evening Worship
FEBRUARY 23
5 p.m., The Chapel

Taizé 
Worship Services 
FEBRUARY 9
5 p.m., The Chapel

2019-20
in West
Hartford
Center.

Ash Wednesday is often called the Day of Ashes. In services 
where ashes are used, the clergy person will say, “from dust you 
have come, and to dust you will return.” The ashes are used as a 
symbol of death as a reminder of each person’s mortality. 

Why all of this talk of death? Ash Wednesday marks the be-
ginning of the season of Lent by focusing the Christian’s heart on 
repentance and prayer. With this focus on our own mortality, Chris-
tians can enter into the Lenten season solemnly, while also looking 
forward in greater anticipation and joy of the message of Easter.

To help us begin our exploration, we are going to offer a Death 
Café on Ash Wednesday. Attendees will discuss death with the aim 
of increasing awareness of death and helping people make the most 
of their (finite) lives. A safe space is created for friends to come to-
gether to discuss life’s only guarantee. We will let the discussion 
move freely. It is not a grief support group or end-of-life planning 
session. Rather, it is a casual forum for people to talk about a typi-
cally culturally-taboo topic. Contact Pastor Amie with any questions.

There is a movement of Death 
Cafes (over 10,000 to date in 
69 countries). 

Ash Wednesday 
Death Café 
Feb. 26, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Auditorium




