
JANUARY 5:
Crofut Café

 
All Ages Worship

Geordie Campbell preaching:   
“All Measures Taken”

JANUARY 12:
Geordie Campbell preaching:  

“The Circle of Life”
 

Taize Worship,  
5 p.m. in the Chapel

JANUARY 19:
Amie Giguere preaching:  

“All That We Are”

JANUARY 26:
Jim Boratko will be  

delivering the word:
“Preaching to the Choir.” 

Celtic Evening Worship,  
5 p.m. in the Chapel
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My Dear Friends,
I know that it may sound audacious, but I believed from the first 

moment that your lives and mine intersected that God’s call - ex-
tended through your search committee - is what led to the invitation 
to become your Senior Pastor a decade and a half ago.  

I felt that in my marrow and soul. I believed that in the words 
of Paul, “I was coming to you with the fullness of the blessing of 
Christ.” That’s no small claim to make! In the parlance of the church 
this is the mystery of God’s providence.

And all in all, I think we did pretty well together! We healed 
some deep wounds.  We dreamed some awesome dreams.  We re-
shaped a church that had been broken into a new experience of the 
Spirit.  And we found in one another the trust that empowers and 
feeds our better angels.

We de-structured and re-structured – and then did it again!  We 
adapted to the realities of this 21st century time of being the church. 
And I dare say that First Church is on firm and promising ground on 

which my successors will surely build.  
I am humbled and proud to have served these years with you. 

It has not all been easy or fun, but it has absolutely been rich and 
faithful – as the best of life should be. We have listened for the voice 
and presence of God together and God has not let us down.

Pam and I wish you only the very best. We will listen and watch 
with great interest from the coast of Maine! And again, in the words 
of Paul, “I am thankful for your partnership in the Gospel from the 
first day until now; only let me hear that you stand firm in the peace 
of Christ.”

May the grace and goodness of God bless and keep us, each and 
all, wherever life may lead.

  Geordie Campbell
  Senior Pastor
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 Church Family News
l  David Huntington, beloved son of Joel and Lynn Huntington, died 
November 14 in Brawley, California after a long illness. He was a member 
of First Church Boy Scout Troop 12, served in the USAF, and was a 40-
year member of First Church. He served as pastor of a community church 
in Slab City, CA. David is survived by his parents, daughter Alexandra, 
brother JR, sister Susan, three nephews and a niece.

l  We will celebrate with Geordie Campbell on Sunday, January 12. 
Please see the back page of Tidings for details and spread the word about 
this special retirement celebration of gratitude!

If you have an announcement to share, please call the office at 860-233-9605.

Call to Special Meeting  
of the Congregation
Sunday, January 5, 2020 in the 
Auditorium following worship 

 Notice is hereby given that a Special Congregational Meeting 
of the members of First Church of Christ Congregational of West 
Hartford, Connecticut, UCC, will be held on Sunday, January 5, 2020 
following the 10:00 AM worship service to act on the following items 
of business:

 1. To consider and vote on a proposal from the Coordinating 
Team that the members of First Church of Christ Congregational of 
West Hartford, Connecticut, UCC, shall bestow the honorary title of 
Pastor Emeritus upon the Rev. Dr. Geordie Campbell in recognition 
of his fifteen years of distinguished service to First Church, effective 
upon his retirement on January 31, 2020.

2. In accordance with the By-laws of First Church, action will 
be taken only on matters included in this Call to Meeting.

 Notice given on December 18, 2019
Charlie Goodwin
Secretary of the Church

Visit the Crofut (Breakfast) Café Jan. 5
The next Crofut Café will take place at the JPWL from  

8:30 to 9:45 on January 5th. Enjoy a light breakfast & friends!

From the Moderator
Endings and beginnings:  2019 / 2020
Beginnings:   Christmas birth and Jesus’s teachings
Endings:   Geordie’s pastoral leadership at First Church
Beginnings:   New leaders of worship and pastoral care
Beginnings:   New opportunities to connect one’s faith to 
 specific actions

Facing the change of our pastoral leadership this month will not 
be easy.  We have known for months that this time was approach-
ing, but now we must say “goodbye” to Geordie’s pastoral leader-
ship.  I hope that many of you will be able to attend the celebration 
luncheon for Geordie after worship service January 12th, when he 
preaches his last sermon as our Senior Pastor.  Whether or not you 
can attend in person, I hope you write a note of appreciation to 
Geordie (bonus points for an accompanying photograph!) so that 
he and Pam periodically can pull out a card or letter from a basket 
and reminisce about the [add your appropriate adjective here] years 
of service we have experienced at various times these past 15 years.

Yet, endings do come.  And beginnings actually do follow end-
ings.  Soon we will have an Interim Senior Pastor to guide us as we 
prepare for calling the next Senior Pastor for First Church.  Now, 
and always, we must trust that we have the ability to live faithfully 
in relation to God’s community.  Our ability to do so is not because 
of our pastors; it is because we open our hearts and listen for God’s 
word.  Our pastors help us be open and attentive, and guide us in our 
faith journey.  But it is our responsibility to take the initiative.  Hap-
pily, we have many ways to put our faith into action at First Church.  
We just have to open our hearts and find where and how we want 
to respond.

So whether you have been at First Church for the entirety of 
Geordie’s 15 years of pastoral leadership and guidance, or whether 
you started coming through the doors only last month, let us gather 
together January 12th to celebrate – and celebrate abundantly – 
what Geordie’s presence has meant to each of us individually and 
to all of us corporately.

To life!  To faith! – Judy Schmitt

From the Associate Pastor
Unity. Discernment. Grace. Appreciation. What do these words 

have in common? Each one appears on a paper star which I keep 
on the dashboard of my vehicle where I am sure to see it every day. 
You might wonder… Why? Well, these are stars of wonder, stars of 
light… for me. They have to do with Epiphany, and how I have ob-
served it the last few years. You see, these paper stars or “star gifts” 
have been incorporated into worship at my home church over the 
last few years, and it is a tradition I have come to look forward to. 
Each person receives a paper star, and is invited to ponder what sig-
nificance the word might have in their lives. I have delighted in this 
paper reminder that symbolizes God’s generosity and has guided 
me throughout the year to discover how God might be speaking to 
me through the simple message of the star. 

At Epiphany, we commemorate the arrival of the magi who fol-
lowed the star until it stopped over the place where Jesus was, and 
presented their offerings. The magi traveled great distances as they 
were guided by a star to pay homage and to offer their gifts to the 
newborn Christ-child. In so doing, they were responding to the gift 
first given to them. They received God’s gift, then offered their gifts 
to God. 

The season of Christmastide, the celebration of God’s presence 
breaking through to shine as a light in the darkness, is soon coming 
to an end. So, I wonder which gifts of God we will each discover in 
2020? With that in mind, I am so excited to introduce the “star gift” 
tradition to First Church! On Epiphany Sunday, January 5th we will 
each be invited to choose a “star word” and rejoice in the reminder 
of our generous, giving God—one star gift at a time. 

-Amie Giguere, Acting Associate Pastor

Church School News
n January 5: All Ages Worship
n January 12 and 19: 1-5th graders will learn about John the Baptist, 
and Pre-k and K will learn about Young Jesus. 
n January 26: 1-5th graders will have a music lesson.
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Rev. Dr. Geordie Campbell, Senior Pastor 
Rev. Amie Stuart Giguere, Acting Associate Pastor

Rev. Susan Izard, Minister of Spiritual Life
James Boratko, Music Director

Lauren Dube, Director of Children & Family Ministries
Dawne Quinn, FCAFYC Director
Suzanne Nardi, Office Manager
Lisa Reed, Business Manager

Living in Spirit • Committed to Service • Open to All

Church Office: 860-233-9605  •  Fax: 860-232-8183  
J.P. Webster Library: 860-232-3893

First Church Academy for Young Children: 860-232-2106
12 South Main St., West Hartford, CT 06107 • www.whfirstchurch.org

Treasures and Hearts … 
I didn’t grow up attending Church.  As 

a result, I was not introduced to the Church 
calendar of holidays and how those holidays 
are celebrated throughout the year, and so I 
do not see faith through the Church calendar.  
I see faith through the Bible and the Church 
community. I treasure what we at First Church 
are doing in the Church and the broader com-
munity.

We first started attending church soon after we adopted our 
son, Jamie, in 1993.  Jamie attended the First Church nursery school.  
As he grew up, he was involved with Sunday Church school, and the 
Church youth program. I remember once going to Boston to cele-
brate Church service with the homeless in Boston. I was impressed 
by how the Church service was operated by the homeless partici-
pants in Boston.  It was a great experience for Jamie and for us to be 
able to share a service with the homeless in Boston and to be able to 
make a small contribution to that service.  

Jamie was an extremely loving person and had many friends, 
but he struggled to conform to structured environments like school 
and attended many different schools before he graduated from high 
school.  He died of an accidental drug overdose in 2016.  Jeanne and 
I still struggle with the consequences of that loss. Losing a child 
breaks you as an individual and is something that I will live with for 
the rest of my life.  We had struggled for more than fifteen years to 
help keep Jamie alive, and we finally lost that battle.  The members 
and ministers of First Church were very supportive and helped us 
live through the challenges we were experiencing with our son.  First 
Church ran a Stephen Ministry program several years ago to help 
individuals in our community and this program also helped me to 
better support my son by making me a better listener, to know when 
to seek help, and many other skills.

I was extremely excited when First Church became an ONA 
(Open aNd Affirming) Church.  I recall being in the Meeting House 
discussing becoming ONA and I fondly remember the final vote ap-
proving the change to become an ONA Church.  

I have always enjoyed Church activities that contribute to the 
community.  I was thrilled that First Church partnered with another 
Church one year to sponsor building a home for Habitat for Human-
ity in Hartford.  

During my time at First Church, I have been involved in several 
different Bible study groups, several different men’s groups, and 
many other Church groups and activities.  I have always felt that 
a strong Church starts with building a strong Church community 
(feeding the roots so that the tree is strong) and these groups helped 
to strengthen that community.  

-Jim Warner

Happy 2020 from  
First Church Academy! 

The picture you see above is of one of our Pre K 4 students. On 
a recent snow day, his mom offered gingerbread house making as 
an activity. His response, “ I want to make my gingerbread house 
look like First Church!” The end result was a creative masterpiece! 
I share this with you all because for me, it was an immediate re-
minder of the connection our First Church Academy children have 
with First Church. This is their school, their home away from home, 
and a connection to their community. Each day, I relish in being 
able to foster this connection for so many children and their fami-
lies.  This would not be possible without the support of First Church. 
We thank you for believing in and supporting this mission of provid-
ing high quality, loving, and enriching care for the children of our 
community. –Dawne Quinn, Education Director First Church Academy

DUE DATE for TIDINGS: The next deadline is JANUARY  14th,  
for the FEBRUARY issue. Please send items to Joy Taylor: 

joy.taylor@whfirstchurch.org
DUE DATES for SUNDAY NOTES & eNEWS: Submissions are due each  

Tuesday by noon to Suzanne: suzanne.nardi@whfirstchurch.org.
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LIBRARY HOURS: Sun.: 9 a.m. – 12 p.m., Mon. – Thurs.: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., Fri. & Sat.: Closed
If you need assistance outside of these hours, please call us at 860-232-3893 to set up an  
appointment, or send us an email at: jpwebster@whfirstchurch.org
Jennifer deSimas, Library Director
Karla Grafton, Assistant Librarian    

Understanding Anxiety,  
Depression, and Trauma
A Conversation with Richard Fisher, LCSW
Thursday, January 16 at 7:00 p.m.
In the JPWL

Have you wondered: •Why does my anx-
iety seem overwhelming? •How can I tell the 
difference between “the blues” and clinical 
depression? •How can trauma lead to depres-
sion and anxiety?

Science tells us that some anxiety is nor-
mal, that depression is part of our human-
ity. Join us as we explore these common mental health issues and 
discuss ways to identify and address them in our own lives. When 
should we seek professional help for ourselves or loved ones? What 
does “help” look like? 

Richard Fisher, LCSW has over 40 years of experience in the 
behavioral health field as a clinician, program director and admin-
istrator. He is an adjunct faculty of the UCONN School of Social 
Work and the New England Institute of Addiction Studies and was 
formerly a clinical instructor for the UCONN School of Medicine Psy-
chiatric Residency Program. He is a past president of the Connecti-
cut Family Study Center and has maintained a private practice in 
individual, couples, and family therapy since 1984. Fisher is currently 
the Director of the Connecticut Department of Mental Health and 
Addiction Services Office of Workforce Development.

Reviews
At the John P. Webster Library, January means settling in to 

winter, and winter means reading books! We recommend a few of 
our recent favorites:

The World that We Knew 
by Alice Hoffman, 2018
In Berlin, at the time when the world changed, Hanni Kohn 

knows she must send her 12-year-old daughter away to save her 
from the Nazi regime. She finds her way to a renowned rabbi, but it’s 
his daughter, Ettie, who offers hope of salvation when she creates 
a mystical Jewish creature, a rare and unusual golem, who is sworn 
to protect Lea. Once Ava is brought to life, she and Lea and Ettie 
become eternally entwined, their paths fated to cross, their fortunes 
linked. “A beautiful union of history and myth” (amazon.com).
Miracles and Other Reasonable Things: 
A Story of Unlearning and Relearning God 

by Sarah Bessey
“A wild, spirit-filled story of what it means to live with both 

grief and faith, suffering and joy, as we wrestle with God.” Bessey 

recounts the winding path of her life before a serious car accident - 
as a popular author, preacher, and loving wife and mother - to her 
new life afterwards, inhabiting a body that no longer felt like her 
own. “The most unexpected result wasn’t the way this shook her 
body, but how it shook her deeply rooted faith, upending everything 
she thought she knew and held so dearly” (amazon.com)
Nature Anatomy: The Curious Parts and 
Pieces of the Natural World 

by Julia Rothman, 2015
Explore the wonder of our planet, from snowflakes to the hur-

tling of the earth through space with acclaimed illustrator Julia 
Rothman. Rothman combines art and science as she explores the 
structure, function, and personality of the natural world. Probe the 
inside of a volcano, the anatomy of a jellyfish, monarch butterfly 
migration, how sunsets work, and much more. Rothman pairs her 
whimsical illustrations with interactive activities that will inspire 
readers to take a second look at the blessings of the Earth.
Fry Bread: A Native American Family Story 

by Kevin Noble Maillard (author) and Juana Martinez-Neal (il-
lustrator), 2019

Children’s book publishers have finally caught on and released 
dozens of good stories about children from diverse families and 
places. Several books portraying the unique experiences of indig-
enous families hit the shelves last year, and Fry Bread, an ode to 
tradition and family, became a fast favorite.

JPWL Gallery
The Work of Our Hands: The Art of Our Community
January 27 - March 22
Members and friends of First Church are again invited to share 

their art and hand-crafted items as we showcase the talents of our 
community. Whether you built it in your 1970s shop class or painted it 
at a Girls Night Out in a wine bar, if you’re proud of it, we want to see 
it! Please drop off your work by January 16 at the JPW Library. Contact 
Jennifer at 860-232-3893 or jpwebsterdir@whfirstchurch.org. 

Lunch & Learn, Feb. 2 at 11:30:  
What Quitting Hair Dye Taught Me... 

Mark your calendar for February’s Lunch & Learn with Ronnie 
Citron-Fink, author of True Roots: What Quitting Hair Dye Taught 
Me About Health and Beauty. Citron-Fink, a journalist, wondered if 
the unpronounceable chemical names on her box of hair dye could 
be causing her allergies and headaches. But she worried that going 
gray would adversely affect her job and social life. “Will I still feel 
like me when I have gray hair?” Along her journey to find answers, 
she discovered products that are safer for the planet and for people, 
and she learned to embrace her natural beauty. Books will be sold 
at this event. 

Please note: First Church will be 
closed on Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, 

Monday, January 20. 
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Associate with  
The Associate

Here are some more opportunities to get 
to know Amie and have her learn more about 
you. 
n Sunday, Jan. 5 8:30 a.m. Crofut Café
n Wednesday, Jan. 8 5-6:30 p.m. (by re-
quest!) Happy Hour at Vinted in Blue Back Square
n Wednesday, Jan. 15 Noon – 1 p.m., brown bag lunch in the World 
Friendship Room at First Church
n Tuesday, Jan. 21 7:30 a.m.  Men’s Fellowship in the JPW Library
n Tuesday, Jan. 28 Loaves & Fishes Outreach

Festival of Trees, A Recap
The 6th annual West Hartford Festival of Trees on December 5 

was a great success. Hundreds of people strolled through the Audi-
torium  on Thursday evening and Sunday after worship. Raffle tick-
ets were sold for a chance on the sixty-four trees that were donated 
by businesses, organizations, and individuals. A total of $4,859 will 
be distributed to the ten designated charitable organizations. Sixty 
volunteers baked cookies, helped with set up or take down, greeted, 
sold tickets, stood in the parking lot, or handed out flyers to the 
strollers. It is a wonderful outreach event for our church and fun to 
work together. Thanks so much for your interest, enthusiasm, for 
buying tickets and for volunteering.

Troop 12 Boy Scouts meets weekly on Tuesdays from 7 to 8:30 p.m. at First Church. 
Parents and all boys 11 to 17 years old are welcome to come check  
us out. You may contact Committee Chair: Sandra Tranquilli, 860-992-7183, or 
email her at santran73@sbcglobal.net

Working on the premise that “every Scout deserves a trained 
leader,” Will Mackey has successfully completed Wood Badge course 
N2-66-18.  Wood Badge is an advanced leadership course open to 
Scouting volunteers and professionals.  The aim is to make Scouters 
better leaders by teaching advanced leadership skills, and by creat-
ing a bond and commitment to the Scout movement.  2019 marked 
the 100th Anniversary of Wood Badge, which was first conducted at 
Gilwell Park in England in September 1919.

Will completed his field training at Camp Mattatuck in  
Plymouth, Connecticut, over two weekends in the spring of 2018.  
The next step was for him to accomplish “Five Ticket Items,”  
which were focused on enhancing the content of Troop 12’s Scouting 
activities, community service, and diversity outreach initiatives.

Troop 12 held a Court of Honor for Will’s “Beading Ceremony” 
on November 12, 2019.  Mark Altieri who served as Course Director 
and Stephen Lewis who served as Troop Guide made the presenta-
tion.  After being awarded his Zulu beads, taupe neckerchief, and 
Turks head woggle, Will presented Wood Badge 100th Anniversary 
badges from Australia to Mark Altieri, Steve Lewis, and Rob Teitel-
man who serves as Mark Twain District Commissioner.  The evening 
concluded with refreshments and a slide show showing Troop 12 
Scouts some of Will’s own experiences as a Boy Scout in the 24th 
Glasgow (Bearsden) Scout Group in Scotland.

Yours in Scouting, William A. G. Mackey, Scoutmaster, Troop 
12, West Hartford

January Youth Group
n January 5, 5-7 p.m. WeHa Combined Youth Group @ First Church 
to celebrate 12th Night
n January 12, 12 p.m. Get together following worship Geordie’s 
Retirement Celebration
n January 19, 5-7 p.m. Movie Night
n January 26, Noon-2 p.m. Service Project

Wood Badge Awarded to 
Troop 12’s Scoutmaster 
Will Mackey

Will Mackey, center,  
with Mark Altieri and  
Stephen Lewis.

OUTREACH:  
My Sisters’ Place

Every day, throughout 
the greater Hartford area, 
there are hundreds of people who have found themselves 
homeless due to domestic violence, eviction, unemployment 
or mental illness – the overwhelming majority often women 
and children.

Since 1982, My Sisters’ Place has provided a safe and nur-
turing environment for those who find themselves without a 
home through a unique combination of services and support, 
guidance and empowerment, encouragement and outreach.

My Sisters’ Place provides a comprehensive array of out-
reach and services that is unmatched by any other organiza-
tion in the Hartford, Connecticut region. From safe housing 
and education to employment and empowerment, My Sisters’ 
Place provides real, life-changing benefits to clients.  

For more information: www.sistersplacect.org or  
call 860-895-6629  Thank you for your support.

JAN.
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12 South Main Street
West Hartford, CT 06107

You are invited to a luncheon to celebrate with 

Rev. Geordie Campbell
as he begins his retirement! January 12, 2020 at 11:15 a.m., in the Auditorium 

Thank You Cards Are Welcome: Please bring in photos, letters, and notes of appreciation to 
the Church Office by January 9th. They will be presented to Geordie on January 12th. 

Contributions: Contributions will be collected as a gift for Geordie as a gesture of gratitude 
for his time with us. Please send donations to the Church Office by January 9th. Checks can be made 
payable to First Church with “Geordie’s Retirement” in the memo line.
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