
Sermon Series: 
The Parables of Jesus

MARCH 1:
The Mustard Seed, 

Mark 4:30-32
Erica Avena

MARCH 8:
The Laborers in the Vineyard, 

Matthew 20:1-16
Amie Giguere

Taizé Worship, 
5 p.m. in the Chapel

MARCH 15:
The Good Samaritan, 

Luke 10:25-37
Erica Avena

 

MARCH 22:
The Pharisee and the 

Tax Collector, Luke 18:9-14
Erica Avena

Celtic Worship, 5 p.m. in 
the Chapel

MARCH 29:
The Prodigal Son, 

Luke 15:11-32
Erica Avena

Please worship with us on Sundays at 10 a.m. in the Meeting House, unless otherwise noted.
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What is Lent, 
anyway?

The season of the church year known as Lent begins on Ash 
Wednesday and lasts 40 days, excluding Sundays. This is a time 
when Christians around the world prepare themselves spiritually for 
the celebration of the highest holy day of Easter. Many Christians 
make personal sacrifices, focusing through the Lenten journey on 
the sacrifices Jesus made as he set his face toward Jerusalem.

Growing up in a Congregational church, I had difficulty relat-
ing to my Catholic cousins and friends who were expected to “give 
something up” as well as abstain from meat on Fridays throughout 
Lent.  Though at the time I was unable to articulate it, I later realized 
how much I admired the spiritual discipline being called forth. More 
recently, choosing to adopt Lenten spiritual practices has gained 
favor among Protestants. Some even link fasting, abstention and 
prayer to social causes such as engaging in a “carbon fast.” 

For others, Lent has taken on a more reflective or study- 
oriented nature. Identification with Jesus, specifically his earthly 
ministry and events that led to his crucifixion (and resurrection) is 

also part of the Lenten tradition. Over the last many years, I have cho-
sen to take advantage of the opportunity Lent provides to explore and 
deepen my connection to the holy and sacred. My own practices have 
evolved and have led me to become more mindful of life’s distractions 
and excesses we as humans are prone to live with. I look forward each 
year to experimenting with a new spiritual practice. 

All of this is an invitation to take an intentional 
approach to the season of Lent this year. These six 
weeks are ripe with possibility to deepen our faith 
and to create more time for reflection and renewal to 
take place. Choose from the broad menu of options available at First 
Church and let us walk this Lenten journey together! 

May you be blessed,

Amie Giguere, Acting Associate Pastor

LENTEN
“MENU” 

P.3
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 Church Family News
l  Everyone, is loved. Everyone is in our daily prayers.

If you have an announcement to share, please call the office at 860-233-9605.

From the Moderator
How exciting!  We start worshipping under the guidance of Rev. 

Erica Avena on March 1st, and move into the next chapter of First 
Church history. We also are ready to move forward on the path of 
searching for our next settled Senior Pastor. The Coordinating Team 
has started work on preparing the Church Profile, and is requesting 
nominations of members to serve on the Search Committee. (See 
page 4).  Over the next few months, we will ask for the congrega-
tion’s input on who we are and who God is calling us to become.  This 
information will help us with writing the Church Profile, and with 
the Search Team’s preparation for reading profiles and interviewing 
candidates.

We each find ourselves to be on faith journeys, not unlike the 
church’s journey, as we look for our next Senior Pastor.  One way to 
learn about our own journey is to put our faith into action in any (or 
many!) of the opportunities that First Church offers.  These oppor-
tunities are so very evident in the Annual Report being distributed 
for the Annual Meeting on March 8th.  The pictures are testaments 
to the incredible number of activities that occurred throughout the 
year.  I hope you spend time on each page to appreciate how much 
we, as members of First Church, demonstrated our worship, faith 
and mission activities.

One way to put your faith into action is to be involved with one 
of the five church teams (Spirit, Inreach, Outreach, Business, and 
Futures).  Everyone who wants to participate on a team can!  

The Annual Report (available online or on paper) has more infor-
mation about the current teams and workgroups. Contact me or any 
team leader and we will help you find a team or workgroup to join.
Let us continue to move forward on our faith paths at First Church!

Judy Schmitt, Moderator

OUTREACH:
The Greater Hartford Interfaith 
Action Alliance (GHIAA)

On October 28, 2019, our church and 34 other multi-faith con-
gregations and allied institutions gathered to launch the Greater 
Hartford Interfaith Action Alliance (GHIAA). Those gathered agreed 
to organize together around the following inaugural five campaigns:

1. Criminal Justice Reform: “Clean Slate”
2. Housing: Abolishing Welfare Liens in CT & 
No More Slumlords
3. Education: Districtwide Anti-racism Training
4. Healthcare: Medical Reclamation & 
Creation of Safety-net Pharmacy
5. Gun Violence

We have already made some significant progress: The first two 
of these campaigns have bills currently being considered in the state 
Legislature.
Criminal Justice Reform: “Clean Slate”

In conversation with CONECT (Congregations Organized for a 
New CT) and the ACLU, GHIAA is organizing for Clean Slate Leg-
islation in Connecticut. This legislation would empower Connecti-
cut to expunge qualifying criminal records for people who remain 
crime-free for three years for most misdemeanors and five years for 
low-level felonies.

Clean Slate helps the formerly incarcerated get the second 
chance they have earned by streamlining petition-based record 
clearing, a costly and time- intensive process that prevents the vast 
majority of eligible people from ever obtaining needed relief.
Housing: Abolishing Welfare Liens in CT & No More Slumlords

Did you know that CT is one of only two states that require 
welfare recipients to pay the state back for benefits received from 
Temporary Family Assistance, SAGA (State Administered General 
Assistance) Cash, and State Supplement? GHIAA is organizing to get 
legislators to repeal welfare liens in CT so that those who receive 
assistance can actually make their way out of poverty. 

The state places a lien on the recipient’s assets and demands 
repayment when the person 1) sells or refinances a home, 2) receives 
a legal settlement (for example, for personal injury), 3) receives any 
inheritance, or 4) dies and attempts to leave any inheritance to heirs.

Want to help? First Church, along with the other founding mem-
bers, committed to providing annual financial support for GHIAA. 
Your contribution to the Reach Out offering in March will be used to 
help us fulfill that commitment, and to make GHIAA’s work possible. 
We hope you will continue your support and interest in GHIAA’s on-
going efforts for justice and equality in the Greater Hartford region.

MAR.

An Extravagant Welcome 
to Rev. Erica Avena!

Reverend Erica Wimber Avena begins 
her ministry with us as our Interim Senior 
Pastor beginning in March, when we cel-
ebrate communion and the beginning 
of Lent.  Erica preaches about Matthew 
13: 31-33, with a sermon titled “Faith and 
Imagination,” which introduces a Lenten 
series about parables.

Two weeks later, on March 15th, we 
have a welcoming reception in the Audito-
rium for her and her family members after 
the church service. But no need to wait 
until that day to introduce yourself and warmly welcome her to our 
faith community!

You can reach Erica in the Senior Pastor’s office starting March 
1st.  Her office telephone number is 860-233-9605, ext. 101.  Her 
church email address is erica.avena@whfirstchurch.org.   

Erica is an Interim Ministry Specialist and Church Consultant.  
She holds certification with the Interim Ministry Network as a “Pro-
fessional Transition Specialist” and works with churches on steward-
ship planning, church consulting, pulpit supply, leadership retreats, 
and educational events.

Erica received her Master of Divinity and Master of Sacred  
ERICA/page 7
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Rev. Erica Wimber Avena, Interim Senior Pastor 
Rev. Amie Stuart Giguere, Acting Associate Pastor

Rev. Susan Izard, Minister of Spiritual Life
James Boratko, Music Director

Lauren Dube, Director of Children & Family Ministries
Dawne Quinn, FCAFYC Director
Suzanne Nardi, Office Manager
Lisa Reed, Business Manager

Living in Spirit • Committed to Service • Open to All

Church Office: 860-233-9605  •  Fax: 860-232-8183  
J.P. Webster Library: 860-232-3893

First Church Academy for Young Children: 860-232-2106
12 South Main St., West Hartford, CT 06107 • www.whfirstchurch.org

Lent “Menu” 
At A Glance!

More details offered in other places in Tidings.
n Participate in the Lenten Workshop Lauren has planned for 3/1 
n Attend Jesus Christ Superstar at the Bushnell on March 1st
n Take advantage of the “free trial” to sing in the adult choir
n Join the Awakening the Spirit book group Mondays at noon with 
Susan Izard to read Marcus Borg’s book The Last Week
n Use the new set of Lenten Prayer Cards for daily or weekly  
devotionals (shown above, available by the doors in the Meeting 
House, the Chapel and in the Library.)
n Explore various ways to pray by going to any or all the Prayer 
Workshops offered by Amie on Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m.
n Check out one of the “Lent in a Box” boxes for children and fam-
ilies – just ask Lauren
n Worship on Sundays at 10 a.m. to hear the sermon series on The 
Parables of Jesus 
n Additional worship opportunities on Sun 3/8 at 5pm for Taizé or 
Sun 3/22 at 5pm for Celtic
n Maundy Thursday – Worship to include foot/hand washing 
n Good Friday – Holy Week Prayer Stations

DUE DATE for TIDINGS: The next deadline is MARCH  14th,  
for the APRIL issue. Please send items to Joy Taylor: 

joy.taylor@whfirstchurch.org
DUE DATES for SUNDAY NOTES & eNEWS: Submissions are due each  

Tuesday by noon to Suzanne: suzanne.nardi@whfirstchurch.org.

Trust

PHOTO: SUSAN IZARD

“All I have seen teaches me 
to trust the creator for all  
I have not seen.”  
– RALPH WALDO EMERSON

2020-Susan_LENT.indd   12020-Susan_LENT.indd   1 2/18/20   11:35 AM2/18/20   11:35 AM

So Many Ways to Pray: 
A Lenten Prayer 
Workshop Series

Perhaps you want to spend time with God, but don’t know 
how… or you want to learn a new way to pray. There are a variety of 
tools to guide our hearts to God! Come to sample any or all of the 
workshops, as each are independent of the others. Each are on a 
Tuesday from 6:30 – 7:45 p.m. in the Chapel.

MARCH 3 – Lectio Divina, Latin for “divine reading,” is a  
traditional monastic practice of Scripture reading, meditation and 
prayer intended to invite communion with God and to increase 
knowledge of God’s living word. Come learn the steps and practice 
intentional holy reading of the Bible.

MARCH 10 – Prayer Beads are used by many faith traditions 
and cultures throughout the world as a guide to practice devotion 
and meditation based on pattern and repetition. At this workshop, 
guest workshop leader Shannan Hudgins will guide each participant 
in creating their own set of prayer beads. We will each have an ex-
perience of God literally at our fingertips!

MARCH 17 – Examen is a spiritual practice which offers a 
framework for daily reflective prayer. It follows a set of introspec-
tive prompts in order to increase awareness of God’s presence in 
everyday life.

MARCH 24 – Praying in Color is for you if… you want to pray, 
but words escape you… OR you have trouble sitting still and staying 
focused… OR if you want a visual, concrete way to pray. Come use 
paper and coloring tools to discover a closer connection to God.

MARCH 31 – Centering Prayer is a type of contemplative 
prayer, which is essentially a method of meditation that places a 
strong emphasis on interior silence to become more present to the 
Holy within. Come practice listening for the still, small voice of God.

APRIL 7 – Holy Week Prayer Stations have been designed to 
provide each participant with an individual, silent experience of a 
“Walk through Holy Week.” Each of the nine prayer stations will en-
gage with the last week of Jesus’ life on earth in a multi-sensory way. 
The time at each station will depend on each individual, and will take 
between 30-90 minutes in total. 



We are ready to focus on the search process which will lead to 
a call for our next Senior Pastor.  Do you know someone who you 
think is an ideal person to discern (with a small committee of other 
members) who our next pastoral leader will be?  Are you interested 
in participating on the Search Committee?  
First Church members are invited to submit 
nominations for Search Committee members.  

When making a nomination, please include a brief description 
of the reasons why that person would be an asset to the commit-
tee.  Submit nominations to Judy Schmitt or Eleanor Wight either 
directly, or through the church office, by Tuesday, March 31.
Members of the Search Committee are  
expected to exhibit the following attributes:

n A passionate commitment to Christ’s church
n A positive attitude (no grudges)
n A capacity to approach the task with openness rather than 
 a pre-determined agenda
n A sense of integrity and respect for others
n An ability to be absolutely confidential
n A capacity to listen, to participate in a group and to 
 come to consensus
n An active supporter of the church as demonstrated by 
 worship attendance, financial support and participation
n Trusted and respected by the congregation
n Willing and able to make this responsibility a high priority
n Must be a full member of the congregation

The Search Committee will be composed of five to nine mem-
bers, with the moderator as a non-voting member. The Coordi-
nating Team will endorse the final selection of Search Committee 
members.  Not all nominees will be selected.

We seek to have Committee members reflect the diversity of 
our congregation in their life experiences as well as in their involve-
ment in varied aspects of church life (choir, educational ministry, 
book groups, deacons, mission and outreach, for example).  The 
members should reflect, as much as possible, the diversity of the 
congregation (age, racial, cultural, economic, sexual orientation) 
and there should be at least one youth member.

All committee members will be asked to read and agree to the 
“Five Commitments for Search Committees” (regarding commit-
ments of faith, time, confidentiality, openness, consensus) before 
agreeing to serve on the Search Committee.

Contact Judy or Eleanor, or any member of the Coordinating 
Team, for more information; or contact the church office which can 
refer you to a team member for more information. Church Office: 
860-233-9605.

Search Committee...We are Ready!

Church School News
Lenten boxes are available in the JPW Library.

n March 1st: Lenten workshop. (Please note the Lenten 
workshop replaces all-ages worship this month).
n March 8th and March 15th: 1st-5th will learn about the  
Parables. preschoolers and kindergartners will learn “Jesus died 
and Jesus rises” 
n March 22nd: One-room schoolhouse music lesson 
n March 29th: One-room schoolhouse service project

YOGA
Sponsored by First Church West Hartford

Please join us for Meditative Yoga!
Take a break from the stress of life and connect with your body, 

mind, and spirit.  Through yoga postures, breathing, and 
meditation techniques, quiet your mind and learn to hear the 

quiet voice of spirit, while strengthening your body.
This Kripalu yoga class, taught by 

Nancy Murray, ERYT-500, is appropriate for 
students at all levels, including beginners.

Early Spring series starting the week of March 2:  
Three different  6 week classes will be offered:

Tuesdays: 7 p.m. – 8:15 p.m. 
Wednesdays: 9:15 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 

Thursdays: 9:15 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. 
Please contact Nancy Murray at 860-521-8186 or 
nancy@deeppeacect.com for more information.
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You are invited to join the choir! No prior experience is neces-
sary! We’ll provide you with everything you need (including a robe), 
and teach you what you need to do. Some decide to give something 
up for Lent and others decide to take on something new. Perhaps 
you may take on something new by joining the choir! The free trial 
includes Tuesday night rehearsals (7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. in the Choir 
Room) and Sunday mornings. See Jim if you need further details.

Limited “Free Trial” to 
Experience the Church Choir! 



Easter Lilies are a meaningful way to remember or honor loved ones.  
Lilies with white blossoms are available for $18 per plant. The  
deadline for placing orders is Monday, April 6th.  Please fill out the 

information below, and send your order along with your payment to the Church 
Office. If you have any questions, please call Suzanne at 860-233-9605. 

Given by:  ____________________________________________________________ 

Dedication (please be specific—in loving memory of, in honor of, etc.): 
____________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

Daytime telephone:  ___________________________________________________ 

Email address:  ________________________________________________________ 

__ I/we will take this lily after the __ This lily will be delivered after the 
 10:00 am Easter Service. 10:00 am Palm Sunday Service to 

brighten the holiday of another. 

Please make checks payable to First Church with “Easter Lily” on the memo line. 
First Church * 12 South Main Street * West Hartford, CT 06107. 
Or, place order online at http://bit.ly/2HgCRW3 

Anyone wishing to donate may do so by filling out and returning this form  
to the Church Office with your payment.  If you wish to have your  
donation listed in the Sunday Bulletin, please make your contribution by  
Monday, April 6th. 

Given by:  _________________________________________________  

Dedication (please be specific—in loving memory of, in honor of, etc.): 
____________________________________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________ 

Daytime telephone:  ____________________________________________________________ 

Email address:  ________________________________________________________ 

Please make checks payable to First Church with “Carillon” on the memo line. 
First Church * 12 South Main Street * West Hartford, CT 06107. 
Or, place order online at http://bit.ly/2HgCRW3 
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LIBRARY HOURS: Sun.: 9 a.m. – 12 p.m., Mon. – Thurs.: 9 a.m. – 5 p.m., Fri. & Sat.: Closed
If you need assistance outside of these hours, please call us at 860-232-3893 to set up an  
appointment, or send us an email at: jpwebster@whfirstchurch.org
Jennifer deSimas, Library Director
Karla Grafton, Assistant Librarian    

“Day of Tears” 
Sunday March 22, 2 pm 

In partnership with the Noah 
Webster House and WH Witness 
Stones, First Church will present 
a stage-reading of “Day of Tears,” 
Julius Lester’s riveting novel-in-di-
alogue. Winner of the 2006 Coretta Scott King Award as well as 
numerous other Young Adult book awards, “Day of Tears” tells the 
story of the largest slave auction in American history, when a Geor-
gia plantation owner sold over 450 people to cover his gambling 
debts. The day was thereafter known as the weeping time, or the 
Day of Tears. Lester’s techniques of flashbacks and flash-forwards 
explore the consequences of how one man’s decision affected gen-
erations. Join Director Laurie Maria Cabral and the “Day of Tears” 
cast for this public, one-time performance in the meeting house. 
Register on our website.

BONUS! Day of Tears book study, Sunday, March 15, 1 
pm. The West Hartford Historical Society, West Hartford Witness 
Stones, and First Church invite you to participate in a book study for 
Day of Tears. We will meet in the JPW Library. Open to the public. 
Books are available at the JPW Library. 

BOOK GROUPS: 
Awakening the Spirit meets Mondays at noon in the JPW 

Library, and is led by Minister of Spiritual Life, Susan Izard. During 
March we will be studying Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan’s 
book The Last Week: A Day-by-Day Account of Jesus’s Final Week in 
Jerusalem: “Using the gospel of Mark as their guide, Borg and Cros-
san present a day-by-day account of Jesus’s final week of life. They 
begin their story on Palm Sunday with two triumphal entries into 
Jerusalem.The Last Week depicts Jesus giving up his life to protest 
power without justice and to condemn the rich who lack concern for 
the poor.” (Amazon.com). Books are available in the JPW Library. 
Please bring your lunch; beverages and dessert will be provided. All 
are welcome.

Food for Thought will meet Thursday, March 5 at 5:30 to dis-
cuss Einstein and the Rabbi: Searching for the Soul by Naomi Levy. 
“A human being is part of the whole, called by us ‘Universe,’ a part 
limited in time and space...The individual is only an insignificant 
thread in an immense and miraculous pattern” (Albert Einstein). 
While doing research for a class she was teaching, Rabbi Naomi 
Levy stumbled upon writings by Albert Einstein in which the great 
physicist mused that “we are intimately connected to each other 
and that we are blind to this condition.” Levy writes that this view 
perfectly captured her own instinct about the human condition. Part 
memoir, part devotional, Einstein and the Rabbi is a readable guide 
to discovering the voice of your own soul. Books are available at the 
JPW Library. Bring your dinner; beverages and dessert are provided. 

BOOK SETS AVAILABLE
The JPW Library keeps sets of 8-10 books to lend out to book 

groups in other churches or around the West Hartford area. Check 
the church website under JPW Library Catalog.

If Beliefs Divide Us and Values Unite 
Us … Does God Matter? 
Thursday, March 26, 7 p.m., Hartford Seminary 

Join a lively discussion with moderator Colin McEnroe (WNPR’s 
“The Colin McEnroe Show”) regarding the consequences that might 
arise when we decide simply to “be good people” who don’t follow 
God. Scott A. Shay’s recent book In Good Faith: Questioning Religion 
and Atheism defends monotheism against those who claim that re-
ligion has done more to divide us than unite us. Tom Krattenmaker 
(Confessions of a Secular Jesus Follower) argues from a secular hu-
manist perspective that we can and do agree on positive values, and 
we can focus on improving the world without the help of an overar-
ching deity. Colin McEnroe, himself on a much-discussed spiritual 
journey, will engage Scott, Krattenmaker, and the audience in a 
lively discussion. Tickets: $10 in advance; $15 at the door. For more 
information please see Jennifer deSimas or contact Susan Schoen-
berger at sschoenberger@hartsem.edu. Sponsored by Hartford 
Seminary, Chai Mitzvah, and the John P. Webster Library.

What’s New at the JPWL?
Recently an 8-year-old and their parent visited the 

JPW Library, looking for books that could answer the 
child’s heavy question: Why are people homeless? 
I realized that we had just a few children’s books on 
homelessness, so I set right to work finding more. I’m happy 
to say that we now have a good number of resources for kids on 
hunger, food insecurity, and homelessness.  

We are always happy to add resources when asked - we have 
funds for purchasing new materials, thanks to the generosity of past 
donors and patrons. That is one of the blessings of this library, and a 
lasting legacy of its benefactors. 

Art Addition to the Archives
You might have noticed a new painting of First Church hang-

ing outside the Auditorium. It was created by Violet Davenport, 
and exhibited in a recent show at the Salt Box Gallery. Jennifer  
deSimas purchased the painting, a mixed-media collage, to add to 
the church’s Archives, which contains documents, objects, and art 
that have a significant connection to the church. Davenport used 
images from the Archives in her painting, blending copied bits of 
bulletins, newsletters, and sheet music into the background. She 
also incorporated words such as Faith, Love, and History into the 
work. If you look closely, you will see copies of photographs as well. 

CHECK
THEM
OUT!
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My Dear Friends,
Words cannot convey all of the gratitude, love and affection we 

experienced with you on January 14 at the “Celebrate Geordie” day 
that you splashed upon us!  Worship was wonderful, preaching to a 
full house, and, my goodness, a standing ovation after the sermon!

The honor of “Pastor Emeritus” touches me deeply.  The recep-
tion was deliciously splendid. All of the cards and notes, a collection 
of “Dapper” hats from the staff, the awesome telephoto lens, the 
crystal picture from the Deacons, and a pretty fabulous cake wel-
coming all! 

And your very generous check!  Oh my yikes!  I am still speech-
less which is not at all a common experience for me!  It will make 
the new house sparkle with some much desired and anticipated new 
furnishings.  Both Pam and I are humbled and grateful for such out-
pouring giftedness.  

We closed on our home on January 28 (see above photo).  I have 
been making trips to Saco every 4 or 5 days with a seriously over-
loaded Subaru. The movers promise to get us there sometime in the 
middle of March. And, in the meantime, we await the sale of our 
West Hartford home. 

We take your love with us as we leave ours with you.  No parting 
is ever easy and especially so for us as retirement opens us to a world 
unknown.  I offer my deepest thanks to God for all that came to light 
and life in our 15 years of ministry together.

In the living Spirit of Jesus,

 Geordie Campbell, Pastor Emeritus
 cgc.pastor.emeritus@gmail.com

Oh My Yikes! Thank You All! Treasures and Hearts … 
I feel fortunate that I have had two church 

homes. I was baptized, confirmed and mar-
ried in First Church of Christ in Unionville. Our 
three children were baptized and attended 
Sunday school there.

My earliest memories were of sitting in 
church and watching multicolored sunbeams 
streaming from the awesome stained-glass 
windows. When about 8 years old we were 
given a bible verse beginning with our initial.  Mine was, “Judge not 
that ye be judged.” I often felt that God may have had a hand in that.

Our Senior High Fellowship’s advisor was a student from Hart-
ford Seminary. He tried to help us understand who Jesus really was.  
He told us how when we try to feed or help birds, they are afraid and 
don’t understand that we are trying to help them. We are too big 
and scary—we don’t look like them. So it is with God. People were 
afraid of him because they could not relate.  So, he created Jesus—a 
man in the flesh who could teach us about God.

In 1980 we moved from the area, first to Pittsfield MA and then 
to Fairfax, Virginia. But, we had always said that we would move 
back home to Connecticut.  My husband Bob grew up in West Hart-
ford and attended preschool in this church. On our third date we 
attended Christmas Eve service here when we exited the church, 
through the front doors, it was snowing and Christmas trees were 
lighted.  It is a fond memory for us.  

Our first Sunday morning here was also Geordie’s first Sunday. 
Both Bob and I have been involved with our church.   was on the 
Library Board, am co-chair of a great and fun group who serve at 
Loaves & Fishes, and now serve as a Deacon. For me the best parts of 
this church are the people and fellowship. I love the many opportuni-
ties to really belong: sharing a meal with others at a Gather Around 
the Table, fellowship at coffee hour, working closely with others at 
Loaves & Fishes, attending workshops and discussion groups like 
Geordie’s Wisdom Years’, Library programs, and knitting group.

There is great opportunity for spiritual development here.  
There is also energy here. I feel it in our worship services, and for 
me, especially in the music.  

So I now can say that this is my second “Church Home,” and for 
me I like to think of it as my “Forever Church Home.”

-Jane Cave

Theology degrees from Yale Divinity School. Erica served as  
Pastor at the First Baptist Church of Essex, and as Senior Minister of  
Colchester Federated (Baptist and UCC) Church.  She is ordained by 
The American Baptist Churches, USA, and has standing in the UCC 
while serving UCC churches.  She has served in national roles within 
the ABC and the National Council of Churches.

Since 2007, when Erica chose to become an intentional interim 
minister, she has served six churches, including First Baptist Church 
just north of us on Main Street in West Hartford, and Asylum Con-
gregational UCC in Hartford.  Erica and her husband Robert have 
two grown children away at college. They live in East Lyme with 
their youngest, Noelle, a sophomore at East Lyme HS.

Erica / from page 2

Reminder: We are Tax Exempt
A friendly reminder from Lisa Reed, Business Manager, 

that First Church West Hartford is a tax exempt entity. If you 
are making authorized purchases on behalf of First Church, a 
ministry, or program, please be sure to use the tax exemption 
certificate or have the store look up the tax exempt account. 
When making a purchase, please make it clear to the sales clerk 
that it is for First Church. If you purchase items for the church 
from a store that does not have a tax exemption account set up 
for First Church, please contact Lisa Reed, 860-233-9605, x105.
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12 South Main Street
West Hartford, CT 06107

Celtic 
Evening Worship
March 22, 5 p.m.
(Upcoming dates are:  
April 26 and May 24)

Taizé 
Worship Services 
MARCH 8, 5 p.m. 
(Upcoming dates are:  
April 5 and May 17)

2019-20
in

The Chapel

Visit the Crofut (Breakfast) Café March 1!
The next Crofut Café will take place at the JPWL from 8:30 to 9:45 on March 1st. Enjoy a light breakfast & friends!

Call to the 2020 Annual  
Meeting of the Congregation
Sunday, March 8, 2020 in the 
Auditorium following worship 

Notice is hereby given that a Congregational Meeting of the 
First Church of Christ Congregational of West Hartford, Connecti-
cut, UCC, will be held on Sunday, March 8, 2020 in the Auditorium 
following the 10 a.m. worship service to transact the following items 
of business:

1. To consider and vote on the minutes of the Annual Meeting 
of First Church held on March 10, 2019.

2. To consider and vote on the minutes of the Special Meet-
ing of the Congregation held on January 5, 2020 regarding Pastor 
Emeritus status for Rev. Geordie Campbell.

3. To consider and vote on the minutes of the Special Meeting 
of the Congregation held on June 16, 2019 regarding Lighting Im-
provements for the Meeting House.

4. To consider and vote on the proposed slate of Officers, Team 
Leaders and Team Members for First Church for the coming year,

5. In accordance with the By-laws of First Church, action will be 
taken only on matters included in this Call to Meeting.

Notice given on February 18, 2020.
Charlie Goodwin, Secretary of First Church


