
October 4
World Communion Sunday

Psalm 19
Erica Wimber Avena preaching

“This is the Way”
11 a.m. FCAYC history and mission
12:30 p.m.: Nonviolence (see JPW) 

October 11 
(10/12 is Indigenous Peoples’ Day)

Philippians 4:1-9
Amie Giguere preaching

“Whatever”
 

October 18
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10

Erica Wimber Avena preaching
“A Rumor of Faith”

Coffee hour: FCAYC budget meeting
 

October 25
Rev Tamara Moreland, Regional 
Minister, Southern New England 

Conference of the UCC
“The Compassionate Life”
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Connections!

Dear First Church,
I arrived at First Church in March of this 

year expecting to work with the congrega-
tion on one kind of transition – preparing for 
a new chapter in settled pastoral leadership. 
I have found my attention pulled to another 
kind of transition altogether – supporting the 
congregation’s continuing ministries in the 
time of Covid-19. 

The first thing I want to say to you is that this church, its leader-
ship and staff have been working to the best of their abilities since 
the pandemic changed our life together in mid-March. I hope that 
you will find an opportunity to thank the many, many lay leaders 
and staff that help this church and its ministries continue to grow 
and to thrive in these unprecedented days. Our leaders are carefully 
re-thinking their ministry areas, because the times require it. 

Secondly, I want to assure you that although we are not in the 
expected process, the work of the church is certainly happening and 

moving forward. Typically churches in transition organize their work 
around five focus points: 

1. History
2. Identity
3. Leadership
4. Connections beyond the local congregation 
5. New vision 
As I reflect on my first six months at First Church, I’m amazed at 

how much these focus points have been integral without our having 
intentionally structured our work around them. We have looked at 
the church’s history, this time with a view to the Black Lives Matter 
movement and our history with First Church Academy. Translating 
everything we do to online or to in-person with Covid-19 protocols 
has required careful scrutiny to reflect the church’s identity. Lead-
ership has had to re-group; we’ve been taking a fresh look at our 
partnerships beyond our local church. I am confident that First 
Church will, in due time, emerge from this season prepared for its 
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October Worship Theme: Where do you see the Spirit in Social Justice work? Sundays at 10 a.m. Online version available:  https://bit.ly/FC_Sermons



next chapter in ministry, ready to commit to a new vision. You will 
see in these pages how much is happening – because it can, because 
its important, because now is the time. 

I certainly haven’t welcomed the pandemic, but I continue to 
welcome your partnership, and I am excited about the future here. 

Thank you for all you are doing, First Church!
Keeping the faith, 

Erica 
The Reverend Erica Wimber Avena, Interim Senior Pastor
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 Church Family News

If you have an announcement to share, please call the office at 860-233-9605, x111.

From the Moderator
The doors to the church are open for in-person worship on Sun-

day as long as pandemic metrics are low.  Even so, many of us re-
main in our houses and use the video link to participate in worship, 
and in monthly communion.  No matter where we choose to wor-
ship, we can remain active in our faith.

Most every month I ask:  How are you putting your faith into 
action?  There are so many ways in which you can explore your own 
faith:  through any of the many Inreach and Outreach Teams’ activ-
ities that are listed in eNews and Sunday Notes; through any of the 
many programs provided by the John P Webster Library at church; 
through exploration and reading of any of the many books that the 
library staff can recommend to you or by participating in any of the 
many community outreach opportunities that are posted in eNews 
and Sunday Notes.

Last month, the Greater Hartford Interfaith Action Alliance 
(GHIAA) hosted a meeting September 23rd at which we learned 
that the goal of GHIAA is to build relational bonds and power among 
local residents and leaders so we can confront and address the so-
cial justice issues in our own communities.  And on September 27th, 
we met with Concerned Parents of Color of West Hartford (CPCWH) 
and town leaders to discuss what a future vision of the town green 
might look like for the entire West Hartford community.

This month, we continue with those discussions and activities.  
We will also learn about the church’s relationship with the organiza-
tions which have provided weekday childcare at First Church.  At the 
virtual cyber coffee hour on October 4th, we will view a presentation 
that provides an overview of the past 80 years of childcare at First 
Church.  On Sunday, October 18th, we will review and vote on the 
annual budget of the First Church Academy for Young Children at a 
called congregational meeting.

Even if you are remaining at your home, and worshipping and 
pursuing your faith safely from home, I hope you have found multi-
ple ways to remain engaged in the mission of the church.  

Also, be sure to complete the church survey that will be distrib-
uted this month by the Interim Transition Workgroup to ask each 
of us about our views of the church, who we are and where we see 
ourselves going.

Faithfully, Judy Schmitt, Moderator

n Did you celebrate a milestone anniversary? Have a new grandchild we 
should know about? How about a new degree, skill or work accomplish-
ment? We want to hear from you and celebrate you!  Please call the office 
at 860-233-9605, x111 
n You may submit your prayer requests online! Please use this link: 
http://bit.ly/FCprayer_request
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Journey Home
Journey Home has spent more than a decade committed to ending 

chronic homelessness in the Greater Hartford region. They have been 
able in less than two years 
to match 72% of those who 
experience” chronic home-
lessness to housing, which 
means they have been housed or will be housed very soon.

A Hand Up: A Program of Journey Home, works to support 
those who are currently transitioning from homelessness to housing 
by connecting them to donations of household goods and furniture. 
Together they are filling a huge gap because clients are often mov-
ing into housing after experiencing homelessness with nothing but 
what they can carry on their backs. Yet, many people have excess 
furniture and household items in their homes without a place to put 
them other than the landfills.

Together with your support they will be able to end homeless-
ness. For more information or to donate: 

Journey Home, 255 Main Street 2nd floor, Hartford CT 06106 
Tel: 860-808-0336  website https://journeyhomect.org/.

Welcome to October! We look forward to your participation!
n October 4th: Blessed are those who Mourn
n October 11th: Blessed are the Meek
n October 18th: Blessed are Those Who Hunger and Thirst
n October 25th: TBA
n October 31st: Hallelujah Halloween on the Labyrinth from 5-7:30 
p.m. (see page 4)

The church school will continue to meet at 10 a.m. Sunday 
Mornings online. Our lessons will be based on the Beatitudes, and 
will use the Illustrated Children’s MInistry curriculum. We will also 
have asynchronous lessons and other online learning opportunities 
available starting at 8 a.m. Sunday Mornings. Faith-at-home kits, 
with all of the supplies for our lessons, are available. For more in-
formation on how to get involved or to get a kit, contact Lauren at 
Lauren.dube@whfirstchurch.org.  

Church School News

Best Wishes Steve!
Steve Dionne’s last official day with the church was August 8, 

2020. He was employed at the church for 17 years as the pre-dawn 
custodian! We wish Steve all the best!
Call me, Maybe?

If you have a change of address or phone number, please re-
member to let the church office know at 860-233-9605, or make the 
changes directly in our Church Community Builder (CCB) database. 
We have had many pieces of mail returned and have discovered 
many disconnected phone numbers recently. Please keep us in loop 
so that we can continue to be in touch with you. Thank you!
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Rev. Erica Wimber Avena, Interim Senior Pastor 
Rev. Amie Stuart Giguere, Acting Associate Pastor

Rev. Susan Izard, Minister of Spiritual Life
James Boratko, Music Director

Lauren Dube, Director of Children & Family Ministries
Dawne Quinn, FCAFYC Director
Suzanne Nardi, Office Manager
Lisa Reed, Business Manager

Living in Spirit • Committed to Service • Open to All

Church Office: 860-233-9605  •  Fax: 860-232-8183  
J.P. Webster Library: 860-232-3893

First Church Academy for Young Children: 860-232-2106
12 South Main St., West Hartford, CT 06107 • www.whfirstchurch.org

Since our commissioning on May 24, the Senior Pastor Search 
Committee has met regularly via Zoom to organize 
and gather information needed to complete 
our church profile.  The profile is based on 
a detailed template provided by the United 
Church of Christ and will represent our congre-
gation and our needs to potential candidates 
for the position of Senior Pastor. 

In the course of our work, we have reviewed 
our history over the last 30 years and reflected on 
our strengths and our challenges.  I encourage you 
to review the template for yourself to better under-
stand the scope of our work.  If you are interested, it 
can be found on the UCC website at

http://uccfiles.com/pdf/local-church-profile.pdf

Most importantly, we need input from you 
to complete this task.  I hope all of you will take 
time to respond to the church survey that is 
now being prepared by the Interim work-
group.  

During this pandemic time, we have all 
had to make many adjustments.  Yet, I was 
encouraged to learn recently that searches 
across the country are continuing, virtually!  
We, the members of the Search Commit-
tee, are grateful for your trust and ask for 
your continued prayers as we move for-

ward in faith toward new leadership.

Suzanne Carnes, Doug Evarts, Seth Holmes, Glen MacLeod, Ryan Mannix, Amy Melvin, Liz 
Oman-Wilfred, Amber Rottman and Robert Schunder 

October 4 Coffee Hour to 
Feature FCAYC

Weekday childcare has existed at First Church for more than 80 
years.  At its founding in 1941, the original nursery school was “an ex-
periment to see if it was viable to have religious education for young 
children.” Forty years later, in 1982, the school was reorganized into 
a full daycare facility, and was fully interfaith and non-religious by 
1991. The program morphed further in 2016 when it was renamed 
the First Church Academy for Young Children (FCAYC), and was cer-
tified by NAEYC in 2018.

During the online coffee hour after Sunday worship service on 
October 4th, we will explore First Church’s relationship with the 
childcare and education organizations at First Church.  Knowing 
more about the history and mission of the Academy will be helpful 
as we consider how the Academy fits with the mission of the church. 
This will also help us determine qualities and skills we are seeking in 
the next settled Senior Pastor.

In addition, the discussion should also help us as we prepare to 
review the proposed annual budget for FCAYC, on Sunday, Octo-
ber 18th. Please join the discussion at the coffee hour to learn more 
about the history of childcare and education at First Church. The 
meeting will use Zoom and will have a dial-in-by-phone option. 

This month all friends and members 
of First Church will receive communica-
tions regarding a congregation wide sur-
vey.  The call of a new pastor is a critical 
event in the life of a congregation. It is a 
time of making a choice about our collec-
tive future. This moment provides an im-
portant opportunity for all of us to share 
together in assessing who we are and where we see ourselves going.  
This is the opportunity for everyone to provide their input into the 
future life and work of First Church.

The survey not only asks several sets of questions about our 
congregation’s current ministry and your own involvement, but 
also seeks your input on pastoral leadership and your vision for our 
future. Completing this survey ensures that your views have been 
heard and it will give us a baseline from which to measure whether 

we are moving in directions that we think 
are important.  

The survey will be available in both an 
on-line version and a paper version.  We 
ask that each member of your household 
over the age of 15 complete the survey.

Your responses are anonymous. We 
hope you enjoy filling out the question-

naire and that in addition to assisting our church, you find this pro-
cess helpful in reflecting on your faith, the meaning of your church 
experience, and your hopes for the future. Thank you for your co-
operation.
-Interim Transition Workgroup: Rev. Erica Avena, Lisa Bugos, Ed Lennig, Jimmy Quinn, and 
Eleanor Wight

Congregational Survey Coming Soon!
               Reflect on 

your faith

Updates from the Search Committee
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Academy News
We are very proud of the work accomplished this summer to refresh and prepare our 

spaces for the children. The 1st floor PreK 3 and 4/5 rooms were completely cleaned, organized, 
and repainted. Both the infant room and toddler rooms also got a fresh coat of paint. All of the 
work was accomplished by dedicated volunteers!  The Academy’s new program year began on 
August 26th. We have over sixty children learning and playing together throughout the week. 
We welcomed many new families and are slowly coming back up to speed as parents return to 
work. Our program currently has six classes: infants, toddlers, twos, a younger PreK 3, an older 
PreK 3, and a PreK 4/5 year old classroom. Our goal is to provide a safe and loving environment 
for the children so that families in our community can return to work knowing that their children 
are well cared for! 

We’ve seen signs of the Phantom of the First Church Crypt and 
he tells us he is coming back for his annual Halloween themed organ 
recital. Pandemic or not, he still comes by to move a pipe or two 
when Jim, our organist and Music Director, isn’t looking. 

The Phantom will be joining us for a livestreamed (or, in his 
case, deadstreamed) concert on the First Church YouTube channel 
on Halloween night, October 31, at the early witching hour of 7 p.m.. 

Included in the festivities this year will be a return of the 1910 
silent movie, Frankenstein, complete with organ accompaniment. In 
addition to some of your Halloween favorites, the Phantom plans to 
recreate the eerie “Pictures at an Exhibition,” complete with a Hut 
on Fowl’s Legs, the home of the Russian witch, Baba Yaga. 

Hallelujah! Halloween!
Get your Halloween costumes ready! This year, the Youth Group will 

host a socially distances Trick-or-Treat opportunity on the front lawn from 
5-7:30 p.m. on Halloween night (Saturday, October 31). Costumes are sug-
gested and face masks are required! 

Congregants are encouraged to donate 
pre-packaged treats for our youth to hand 
out. Please reach out to Pastor Amie or Lau-
ren Dube for more information. 

Photos from our archives are from the 2019 Halloween recital 
and gathering. 

The Phantom 
is Coming 
Baaaaack!

You are invited to an 
important meeting on 

October 18th 
to vote on the 

First Church Academy 
Budget for 2020-2021. 

Watch Sunday Notes 
for details.



FIRST CHURCH WEST HARTFORD -  T IDINGS •  WWW.WHFIRSTCHURCH.ORG •  OCTOBER 2020 •  PAGE 5

Loaves and Fishes Soup Kitchen is very grateful for the contri-
butions from our community week after week (including ready-to-
eat canned goods, home-baked cookies and bars, and fresh veggies 
from gardens!  Here are Director 
Allison Petrie’s words written in 
her September Newsletter:

I continue to hear from so 
many of you individually through 
email and over the phone, but 
sadly the time since we have been able to work together in the soup 
kitchen now stretches longer and longer.  We continue to be so grateful 
to all of you for the many ways you are finding to both stay in touch 
and to support our work here at Loaves and Fishes.  EVERY one of 
our volunteer organizations is continuing to support our programs-
-through food donations (canned goods, homemade baked goods); 
monetary donations from both individuals and from the full church/
synagogue/corporate entity; donations of masks for us to hand out to 
clients who are thrilled to receive them; the list goes on and on.

We are not yet able to open our dining room, and don’t anticipate 
doing so in the near future.  But as you may know, Loaves & Fishes has 
added a third day of hot prepared “meals to go”! Each meal is served 
with juice and baked goods. These meals are handed out on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays and Thursdays at 10 Woodland St., (Immanuel Congre-
gational Church, our regular soup kitchen site) from 11:30 a.m. to 12:45 
p.m.  

And a note written especially for First Church:
What a truly wonderful donation of a huge bag of fresh string 

beans from the garden -- all washed and cut and ready to use -- were 
just dropped off at the soup kitchen by you!  Mary is so excited; she said 
they were debating what to make as a vegetable with today’s meal, 
and there you were with an incredible donation from First Church, 
WH.  The beans are being cooked and served today.  Talk about farm 
to table! 

Thank you so much.  First Church members have been so generous 
on a continuing basis to our program as we try and find ways to meet 
the need in this difficult time.  We really value your commitment to 
Loaves & Fishes.  

Pandemic Voices 
Continued!

During August and again in 
September, we made space in 
each worship service to hear from 
church members 
about what the 
experience of 
the pandemic 
has been like for 
them. Since last 
month’s Tidings, 
we heard from 
Kelly Munroe - a teacher, Andy Taylor - a building maintainer/ en-
gineer for Hartford Seminary, Greg Wilfrid - a musician and teacher, 
Kathi Boratko - fitness instructor and Rose Done - RN at Hartford 
Hospital. These short segments during worship were so well re-
ceived! Thank you so much to all who participated!

Thank You! News From Your Covenant to Care Team:
Hats & Mittens Drive!

The Annual Hat and Mitten Drive begins October 1st and will 
continue through the end of the year. Marked boxes will be available 
in the Narthex to collect your donations. If you continue to worship 
from home, we will be happy to pick up your donations from you. 
Any new or used winter outerwear or clothing in good condition is 
welcome. 

Thanksgiving Baskets
Our food collection for Thanksgiving Baskets will begin soon! 

Collections will take place October 27th and October 31st from 10 
a.m. to 12 noon outside the Rotunda. Members of the Outreach 
Team will be there to take your donations. 

Beginning November 1st, there will be marked buckets in the 
Narthex for your food donations.  If you continue to worship from 
home, we will be happy to pick up your food donations from you.

Please contact Janice Carter Hall (860-305-0940) or 
Carole Carter (860-690-1338) if you have any questions or need us to 
pick up your contributions.

The Building & Grounds 
workgroup met on 
September 8th to do an 
end-of-summer yard 
cleanup. Members present 
were Bob Cave, Rob Claflin, 
and pictured: Jim Warner 
with Mark Swanson.

Visual history of the church
Paul Truebig digitized a movie from the church’s archives that 

chronicles the construction of the current Parish House and Meeting 
House and loaded it on YouTube.  You can view the 32-minute video 
by going to https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y1UvHdPqqkc.  

You will see the Graystone Church, as it is called, on the corner 
of Main and Farmington. When the town of West Hartford exploded 
in population in the 1930s, the church was too small to meet the 
needs of its members.  After obtaining ownership of the land im-
mediately to the south of the church in the late ‘30s, the congrega-
tion decided to build the Parish House first in order to deal with the 
tremendous need for meeting and classroom space. The decision 
to delay building a new worship space was abruptly altered in 1942 
when the Graystone Church burned down. Built in sections to con-
serve supplies, the steeple finished the project in 1948.

The Phantom 
is Coming 
Baaaaack!

Kelly Munroe                    Andy Taylor

Greg  Wilfrid                    Kathi Boratko                   Rose Done
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Jennifer deSimas, Library Director: jpwebsterdir@whfirstchurch.org 
Karla Grafton, Assistant Librarian: jpwebsterlib@whfirstchurch.org 
General Inquiries: jpwebster@whfirstchurch.org
Phone: 860-232-3893 

Explore our catalog online! https://jpwebster.biblio.org/eg/opac/home 

Upcoming Events
Only Love Can Do That: Exploring Kingian 
Nonviolence in a Time of Unrest 
Sunday, October 4, 12:30 –2 p.m. via Zoom 

“Hate can not drive out hate; only love can do that.” -Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 

How do people of faith address the prevalence of violence in to-
day’s society? Where is collaboration and understanding happening 
in our communities? Trainers from the CT Center for Nonviolence 
(CTCN) will address the importance –and potential –of nonviolence 
in a society steeped in violence. 

Participants will learn the Six Principles of Kingian Nonviolence 
as well as basic concepts, strategies, and tools of conflict reconcilia-
tion. The workshop includes discussions of Dr. King’s writing. Join us 
for this unique opportunity! This material can be applied to a broad 
spectrum of individual, group, institutional, and systemic conflicts. 
Register via our website or Facebook.

The CT Center for Nonviolence (CTCN), is a leader in nonvio-
lence education, and is dedicated to bringing people from diverse 
communities together in dialogue and creative expression to ex-
plore the root causes of violence, and to collaborate in finding alter-
native solutions. Using a comprehensive curriculum developed by 
Dr. Bernard LaFayette, Jr., former strategist for Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., CTCN trainers have introduced thousands of citizens and 
civic leaders to the practice of Kingian Nonviolence.
PRESENTERS:

Victoria Christgau, Founder and Exec-
utive Director of CTCN, is a lifelong peace 
and nonviolence educator. Ms. Christgau 
founded the CTCN in 2007 at the request of 
civil rights leader, educator, and activist Dr. 
Bernard LaFayette, Jr. Her work has been 
featured in the New York Times, Hartford 
Courant and numerous private periodicals. 

Pastor James Lane, Founder of CTCN, 
is the Minister of The Northend Church of 
Christ, and Director of the Urban Mission, 
Inc. in Hartford, where he has been serving 
the church and community for over 30 years. 
He is a Senior Kingian Nonviolence trainer, 
and has trained hundreds of people –teach-
ers, youth, clergy, community leaders, police 
officers –in Kingian Nonviolence.

Staff Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Friday & Saturday closed
JPWL Archives are open by appointment

Curbside Services 
4 to 5 p.m. on Mondays or 

by appointment. 

Mapping Westward Expansion from the 
Native Perspective: 
An Indigenous Peoples’ Day Program
Monday, October 12, 7 p.m. via Zoom

Using period maps and primary docu-
ments from the Norman B. Leventhal Map 
& Education Center at the Boston Public 
Library, Chris Newell (Passamaquoddy) of 
Akomawt Educational Initiative discusses 
how 19thcentury Native American peoples 
viewed westward expansion as the coming of 
great change and impending doom. Cultures 
that for thousands of years managed and sustained themselves 
in this “wild landscape”were now forced into American “civiliza-
tion”and “improvement”as the new American population spread. 

Newell is the Executive Director and Sr. Partner to Wabanaki 
Nations for the Abbe Museum in Bar Harbor, ME. Presented in col-
laboration with Akomawt Educational Initiative, the University of 
Hartford’s UIS program and Office of Diversity and Community En-
gagement, and the West Hartford Historical Society/Noah Webster 
House. 
Faith on Film: Dawnland 
Followed by Q&A with Senior Film Advisor Chris Newell 
Tuesday, November 10, 5:00–6:30 p.m.via Zoom 

A streaming event followed by Q&A with Senior Film Advisor 
Chris Newell (Passamaquoddy). Dawnland won an Emmy® Award 
for Outstanding Research in 2019. Watch Sunday Notes for details. 
First Church READS: 

AWAKENING THE SPIRIT: The Sermon on the Mount: A Be-
ginner’s Guide to the Kingdom of Heaven 

Author and Biblical Scholar Amy-Jill Levine is a Professor of 
New Testament Studies at Vanderbilt University Divinity School. 
Weekly book group discussions will take place each Monday at 12 
p.m. via Zoom with Rev. Susan Izard. A Zoom chat with author Amy-
Jill Levine is scheduled for Thursday, November 19, 6 –7 p.m. Books 
are available through the JPW Library.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT BOOK GROUP: This Tender Land by 
William Kent Krueger. “1932, Minnesota: four orphans journey into 
the unknown and cross paths with others who are adrift, from strug-
gling farmers and traveling faith healers to displaced families and 
lost souls of all kinds. An enthralling, big-hearted epic about dreams, 
family, forgiveness, and starting over.” Books are available through 
the JPW Library, and may be picked up via curbside service Monday 
afternoons 4-5 p.m. or by appointment. 

Anxious People: A Novel 
by Fredrik Backman

Chasing My Cure: A Doctor’s 
Race to Turn Hope into Action: A 
Memoir by David Fajgenbaum 

What Can I Do? My Path from 
Climate Despair to Action 
by Jane Fonda

The Women in Black 
by Madeleine St. John

Beyond Your Bubble: How to 
Connect Across the Political Di-
vide, Skills and Strategies for 
Conversations That Work 
by Tania Israel  

The Assignment
 by Liza Wiemer (grades 7-9)Check Out 

Our New Titles!
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Reflections on 
the Pandemic, 
Social Justice and 
First Church

Hybrid, sheltering, masks, 
face shields, social distancing, 
social justice.  We have occa-
sionally used those words be-
fore this past year, but those words all signified something different 
back then.  Now they are part of our daily vocabulary, and with new 
meaning.

For good or for bad, things we knew to be “bad” can become 
“good” and vice versa. Masks used to imply that we had something 
to hide, and that was bad. Now we use masks to protect, and that is 
good. Hybrid used to refer mostly to cars, and that was good. Now it 
refers to juggling more than one way of doing the same thing, which 
means activities in our life have in some cases become complicated 
and difficult for us.But we adapt.  

We have been reminded that the church is not the building and 
that worship occurs in places other than the Meeting House.  Church 
is where two or more of us are gathered together – even by internet 
technology – for our faith.  

If nothing else, we should look at community with new eyes and 
a new focus. In this pandemic time, we must think first of others 
before we think of ourselves. Science tells us that we are only as 
protected as we are able to protect those around us. So we wear our 
masks, wash our hands, and stay apart – or stay socially distant even 

Judy Schmitt

when we do come together.  We care for each other because we care 
about our community.  

Community. We share this space together. The word commu-
nity sounds as if it is derived from words that brought us the words 
common and unity. The word itself is defined as “a group of peo-
ple living in the same place or having a particular characteristic in 
common.”  For us, our community can be defined as broadly as the 
planet, or more specifically as our country, our state, our town, our 
church, or our [fill in the group’s name].

We are in this life together.  Don’t we want to take care of others 
in our community?  By taking good care of others, don’t we take 
good care of ourselves?  How do we protect our community, not only 
in terms of health, but also in terms of social justice?  Are we living 
our faith?  Is First Church helping us to live our faith?

We have wonderful program opportunities through the church’s 
John P Webster Library, and both the Inreach and Outreach Teams 
provide various avenues to channel our support of others in need.  
In addition, as I write this, the Greater Hartford Interfaith Action 
Alliance (GHIAA) meeting on September 23rd is set to reaffirm our 
knowledge that the goal of GHIAA is to build relational bonds and 
power among local residents and leaders so we can confront and 
address the social justice issues in our own communities.  And on 
September 27th, our meeting with Concerned Parents of Color of 
West Hartford (CPCWH) and town leaders is set to discuss what a 
future vision of the town green might look like for the entire West 
Hartford community.

We need to care for each other.  Let us do so from our hearts 
and from the heart of West Hartford.  Explore how First Church can 
help you put your faith into action.   Common.  Unity.  Community.

A Hybrid Homecoming!
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Yoga classes are open to all
Nancy Murray has continued to hold yoga classes live, via Zoom.  

We have kept our meeting times of Tues. at  7 p.m. and Wed. and 
Thurs. 9:15 a.m. This has been a nice way to connect with our yoga 
community. The Zoom room has no space limitation, so all of the 
classes have “room!”  Nancy is also holding a daily meditation class 
at 12:15 p.m. Email: nancy@deeppeacect.com for links and fees.

Taizé and Celtic worship services, led by Susan Izard,  will con-
tinue to be recorded live in the Chapel and aired via our YouTube 
channel. Watch for notices via email, Facebook, and our website. 

Celtic 
Evening Worship
OCTOBER 25

Taizé 
Worship Services 
OCTOBER 11

In-Reach Team & Caring Ministry
The in-reach team and pastors want to foster connection, a 

sense of belonging, mutual caring and support in and among our 
members and friends. For that reason, we are working to further 
develop intentional, systematic ways to reach out to members and 
friends of our congregation. Our first effort will be to reach out to 
every member of First Church! If you have not recently heard from 
a church member, you can expect to receive a phone call by the end 
of the month. We would really like to hear how you are doing in this 
challenging time as well as what has helped you feel cared for and 
supported by our congregation. Talk with you soon! 

DUE DATE for TIDINGS: The next deadline is OCTOBER  14th,  
for the NOVEMBER issue. Please send items to Joy Taylor: 

joy.taylor@whfirstchurch.org
DUE DATES for SUNDAY NOTES & eNEWS: Submissions are due each  

Tuesday by noon to Suzanne: suzanne.nardi@whfirstchurch.org.


