
FALL 2021 Season of Giving

We Are 
Resilient!

Dear Members and Friends of First Church,

We chose the theme of Resilience to characterize this 
year’s Season of Giving. This term has a few meanings. 
Using Webster’s dictionary (our local go-to source, of 
course), we embrace the definition as the “ability to 
bounce back, capacity to recover, adapting in the face 
of adversity …"

Why did we choose this theme? 

The COVID-19 pandemic has affected all of our lives. We 
have suffered a variety of losses – even the loss of loved 
ones and friends. The pandemic continues on, and has 
changed our way of life: work, play, family, school, and 
of course, church. Back in March 2020, we quickly knew 
the balance of the year was going to be tough. However, 
with the rollout of vaccines late that year, we felt 
optimistic going into 2021. The year 2021 has continued 
to bring challenges along with starts and stops. But we 
still have that optimism. We will get through this! 

We now ask for you to consider your pledge for 
next year. As we await the call for a new settled 
senior pastor we need to show we can do this: 

show our Resilience!

During worship in October, members will provide 
testimonials on what the church means to them. We all 
have our testimonials. They may be private and personal 
thoughts that the congregation will never hear, but we 
ask that you consider those deeply as you make your 
pledge.

First Church has pushed itself to adapt to these life-

changing circumstances. We learned Zoom and all 
that goes with it, including how to share screens, mute 
audio, and set up meetings; or that dogs and cats hop 
in and out of (or bark during) our video meetings. We 
started using live-streaming technology for our Sunday 
services which benefits our members and friends 
now and well into the future beyond the end of this 
pandemic. We continue to march forward and show our 
congregation and community that we are still alive and 
well, and doing the mission of the church!

During the Partners in Ministry segment of our Sunday 
services this past year, we have highlighted the good 
work we do or sponsor within and outside the church. 
We are organized through our teams and workgroups 
of the Outreach, Spirit, Inreach, and Business Teams. 
Throughout the pandemic, we have remained focused 
on what we can do to help others. Missions and 
activities we support include GHIAA, ministering to 
our members in need, book clubs, Bible study, flower 
ministry, Live Nativity, food pantry collection, First 
Church Academy … and so much more!

The work of the church relies on the generous financial 
contributions of our members and friends. To date 
this year, our giving is strong and our members are 
maintaining their pledge commitments. Thank you! 
We ask that you continue to do the same for 2022, and 
increase your pledge if you can. Many of us have not 
been impacted financially by the pandemic.  
If that includes you, please take that into  
consideration in order to offset those who have  
been financially burdened. 

The reign of God is a worldview of abundance. 
God lifts us up from a worldview of scarcity 

to infinity. Remember every part of 
infinity is still infinite! God’s love 

is nothing less than infinite.
–RICHARD ROHR
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We rely on pledges in order to help us plan and budget 
for the new year. For those who give only in the weekly 
collection plate when attending service, please consider 
estimating what that amount has been in the past, and  

declaring that as a pledge for next year’s offering.

Prayerfully,

Jeff Mitchell and Dave Simpson, Business Team Co-Leaders

We Are Resilient!

May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance.
– 2 Thessalonians 3:5

Thank you for your consideration. We hope you generously contribute for this coming year 
in order to sustain the good work of our church and its congregants.




