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Looking Towards Sunday 
What do we do with miracle stories? This Sunday I will be preaching on the healing of blind 
Bartimaeus (Mark 10:46-52). Did he actually experience spontaneous healing of his 
eyesight? Or was it more of a gradual process? Or should the story be understood 
metaphorically as the believer's gaining of new sight or new perspective? If we choose this 
last mentioned option, what new perspective is dawning for you? We will deal with all these 
questions in a sermon entitled, "Take Heart." 
 

Today’s Altar Flower Dedication 
The flowers adorning our altar today were donated by Judy and Terry Schmitt in loving 
memory of Judy’s mother, Jean Quick Piper. 
 
Masking Protocols for First Church, West Hartford Meeting House 
Masks are required for everyone in the church building. These measures are subject to change as state guidelines evolve. 
 
Church School and Childcare 
Children will be dismissed to Church School after the children's message. Preschoolers through 7th graders go to the 4th 
floor; 8th graders and High Schoolers are welcome to be Youth teaching assistants with us on the 4th floor. Care for infants 
and toddlers, supervised by adults, is offered every Sunday in room 405 between 9:45 and 11:15 am. This year, we have 
three age groups, preschool-kindergarten, elementary school and middle school, as well as a nursery. Covid protocols and 
social distancing will be followed in all of our classes, and masks are required. All children are required to register to attend, 
even if they have registered in prior years, so that we have the most up-to-date information for your family. You can 
register your children here.  
 
In-Person Coffee Hour 
Join us for refreshments following worship. 
 
Stewardship - We Are Resilient! 
“May the Lord direct your hearts into God’s love and Christ’s perseverance - 2 Thessalonians 3:5” 
We chose the theme of Resilience for this year’s Season of Giving. The pandemic has changed our way of life: work, play, 
family, school, and of course, church. But we still have optimism. We will get through this! The work of the church relies on 
the generous financial contributions of our members and friends. You will receive a brochure in the mail with a pledge card. 
Please bring your pledge card on Sunday, November 7th for Consecration Sunday. Pledges can also be made online on the 
church’s website at https://www.whfirstchurch.org/giving/pledge/ or just simply mail in your pledge card! Your generosity 
sustains the good work of our church and its congregants.  
 

 

Upcoming Events 
 

Virtual Bible Study  
Tuesdays at 7 pm via Zoom 
Pastor Michael Newheart is leading virtual Bible study classes. Please register here to receive the Zoom link to join. 
Participants will reflect on each week’s sermon and engage in deeper understanding of the history or events surrounding 
the Scripture passages. Please join us! 
 
Book Group News: Both Awakening the Spirit and Food for Thought are reading Kaitlin Curtice’s book, NATIVE: Identity, 
Belonging and Rediscovering God. Join the discussions Mondays, 1-2:30 pm or Thursday, October 28th at 5:30 pm.  
 
Hallelujah Halloween  
What happens when Halloween and Sunday morning worship combine? A spooky and fun morning full of treats, games 
and all ages worship! Join us at 10 am on October 31st in your Halloween costumes for a fun all ages worship followed by 
games and a costume parade on the front lawn. Afterwards, there will be a trunk-or-treat event that all are welcome to 
participate in. If you are interested in being a trunk decorator and host, please fill out this form!  
 

https://whfirstchurch.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/171/responses/new
https://www.whfirstchurch.org/giving/pledge/
https://whfirstchurch.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/136/responses/new
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781587434310
https://www.indiebound.org/book/9781587434310
https://whfirstchurch.ccbchurch.com/goto/forms/190/responses/new


 
Abraham, Sarah, Hagar, and The God Who Sees 
Thursday, November 4th, at 7 pm via Zoom 
Virtual Panel Discussion hosted by the JPWL. Three local faith leaders – Rabbi Andi Fliegel from Congregation Beth Israel 
in West Hartford; Aida Mansoor, Director of Field Education at Hartford Seminary; and Rev. Dr. Barbara Headley, Senior 
Pastor of Zion Community Baptist Church in Springfield, MA – reflect on Hagar's realization that God's love is deep and 
absolute. This program is offered in connection with ABRAHAM: Out of One, Many. Please register here.  
 
A Conversation with Jan Baker, Days for Girls Simsbury Chapter Coordinator 
Sunday, November 7th, at 4 pm via Zoom 
What if you had to miss school or work because you did not have proper menstrual supplies? How many days per year would 
you lose in education and wages simply because you got your period? What if no one ever taught you about menstruation, or 
worse: if menstrual taboos and myths made you feel ashamed of your body? This is the situation for more than 500 million 
people worldwide. It's called Period Poverty. Days for Girls believes in a world where periods are never a problem.” (Days for 
Girls website). Join Jan Baker, DFG Simsbury Chapter Coordinator, to hear more about the program. REGISTER HERE 
 

        The JPWL is collecting 100% cotton quilt fabrics to DFG. The group especially needs red fabrics with bright or dark 
colors in florals and geometrics or other designs. Please, no fabrics with patterns of people, animals, or faces; no solid 
colors; no patterns such as military prints that might be offensive. Please bring your donations to the JPWL by November 
Sunday, November 21st. Thank you!  
 
The West Hartford Houses of Worship Tour 
Sunday, November 14th, from 12:30 to 4:30 pm  
First Church is honored to be a part of the 2021 Noah Webster House & West Hartford Historical Society’s annual house 
tour. Six sites will be open to the public for a curated tour that includes architectural features of the buildings and the 
history of the buildings and congregations. Advance tickets are $30; $25 for museum members. Tickets will be available for 
purchase the day of the event for $35 at First Church and at St. John’s Episcopal Church. Info and Tickets HERE. 
 
Last Saturday Food Collection November 13th  
The 2nd Saturday collection of food by the Outreach Team will be ending on November 13th.  Since June 2020, First 
Church members have donated hundreds of pounds of food for the West Hartford Food Pantry and the Loaves and Fishes 
Meals to Go Program.  Thank you.  Please continue to shop for your neighbors in need and leave the items in the blue 
buckets when you come to church.  Thank you very much. The Outreach Team 
 
ABRAHAM: Out of One, Many 
October 5th thru November 16th, at the Mandell JCC, West Hartford 
The John P. Webster Library has partnered with the Mandell Jewish Community Center, Hartford Seminary, and others to 
bring an extraordinary art exhibit to West Hartford: ABRAHAM: Out of One, Many. Curator Rev. Paul-Gordon Chandler 
hopes this display encourages viewers to follow Abraham’s example of compassion and tolerance whenever they 
encounter the “other.” Abraham – ancestral father of Christians, Muslims, and Jews – was a true friend of God.  

This exhibit is free and open to the public during the JCC’s normal operating hours. Sponsoring organizations also 
are offering weekly lectures and programs – the JPWL’s is on November 4; see below – throughout the exhibit’s run.  
 
Taizé Service 
Sunday, November 21st, at 5 pm in the Meeting House 
Join us for our first live Taizé Service in seven months! This will be a Lay-Led worship headed by members of the Deacon 
Committee who wish to continue First Church's tradition of alternative worship experiences. The service will include 
meditative singing and music as well as time for quiet reflection and prayer. Members of the Jolly Beggars will provide us 
with reflective music. It is a perfect way to ground oneself and calm the soul before the start of a busy week! 
 

Announcements 
 

Altar Flowers Dedications 
Sponsoring altar flowers is a meaningful way to honor or remember loved ones. Still available are these dates: October 
31st, November 7th, and December 5th.To place your order, please contact Suzanne in the church office at 860-233-9605 
or at suzanne.nardi@whfirstchurch.org. 
 
Submit prayer requests here. 

https://www.oncaravan.org/abraham
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Help Resettle a Family Fleeing from Afghanistan! 
Five years ago people from First Baptist Church, Congregation Beth Israel, and First Church, came together in an interfaith 
effort to help resettle a Syrian refugee family fleeing the violence and pain in their home country.  We named ourselves 
“Welcome Home West Hartford.”  We are back, and are organizing now in order to respond to a new international crisis. 
 

Afghan families are fleeing their country, and many are coming to Connecticut.  Welcome Home West Hartford needs your 
help to resettle one of these families. 
 

Here is how you can help:   
1) Support us with your contributions.  We will need to raise $10,000 within the next few months.   
2) Donate nice, used, furniture, appliances, or other necessities to furnish an apartment.  
3) Join the planning team and take on a major responsibility, such as finding housing, preparing a first meal, or gathering 

furnishings.  
4) Sign up to be an occasional helper with driving or babysitting types of tasks. 
 
This is an important mission for our town, for our congregations, and for our spiritual well-being, and everyone can do 
something!  For more information, or to volunteer, contact Carrie or Eliot Streim at cestreim@gmail.com, or Terry Schmitt 
at terryschmittwh@gmail.com. Thanks! 
 
Annual Hat and Mitten Drive  
October 1st through the end of the year  
Marked boxes will be available in the Narthex and outside the Auditorium to collect your donations. We will be happy to 
pick up your donations if needed. Any new or used winter outerwear or clothing in good condition are welcome. 
 
Communication Survey 
The First Church Communications Team is working to update and refine the ways we keep in touch and how we share 
information. Please help us out by responding to the survey in CCB. You can find it here: 
https://bit.ly/FCCommunicationSurvey. Thank you! - Amy Melvin, Joy Taylor, & Jennifer deSimas 
 
Facebook Community Page 
Did you know that in addition to the First Church West Hartford (public) Facebook page, there is also a private group page 
called “First Church, West Hartford Community?” This is an intentionally private group that is open to all members, staff, 
and friends of First Church, where group members can share news that is not intended for the public audience. Great space 
to talk about: Public Prayer Concerns, Celebrations such as Birth, Wedding, and Family News, Ask Questions, Coffee 
Conversation Continued, Group Photos and more. To join the group please reach out to a church friend on FB to be invited 
to the group. 
 
4 Ways to Give 
1. Give by Text: Text GIVE to (860) 222-7870. Click here to watch a demo video  
2. Give Online: Visit our website at http://www.whfirstchurch.org/giving/give 
3. Give by Mail: Mail checks to First Church, 12 S. Main Street, West Hartford, CT 06107 
4. Give Gifts of Securities: Contact local Financial Advisor Sue Banville at Edward Jones in West Hartford at 860-521-2119. 
 
October Reach Out: Freshplace 
“Freshplace is an innovative client-choice/fresh food/case management food pantry. Freshplace at Chrysalis Center 
serves up to 100 families living in the poorest neighborhoods in the North End of Hartford. Freshplace’s mission is to build 
long-term food security and self-sufficiency by providing individuals with access to fresh and nutritional foods and case 
management services to address both the immediate need of hunger and the root causes of food insecurity – poverty. 
After reaching their individualized goals, Freshplace members have a better chance of eliminating hunger in their 
household and increasing their family’s economic self-sufficiency.”  Freshplace provides at-risk families with fresh fruits, 
vegetables, meat, and dairy products in addition to pantry staples. Clients are guided in making selections that 
accommodate their health, cultural, religious, and familial needs. There are also comprehensive intake and referral 
services, increasing access to food stamps, health and crisis intervention programs, public assistance, and educational 
services. For more information or to donate: Chrysalis Center, Inc. – Freshplace, find them online or mail check to: 255 
Homestead Avenue, Hartford, CT 06132. Thank you for your support. 
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