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In my sermon on December 19, 2021, 
I talked briefly about “power shifts,” both 
in the biblical text and in church life. In the 
passage traditionally known as the Mag-
nificat (Luke 1:46-55), Mary sings that there has been a power shift in 
which the folks on bottom are now on top, and vice-versa: “(God) has 
brought down the powerful from their thrones and lifted up the lowly” 
(v. 52). I raised the question, “What power shifts are taking place here 
at First Church, West Hartford? In the last two years you have had a pas-
toral retirement, an interim pastor, a bridge pastor, and now a pastoral 
candidate scheduled to preach in January. Whenever there is a change 
in leadership, there is a shift in power. What power shifts have you 
seen in these two years? What power shifts do you see in the next 
two years, next five, next ten?”

These are important questions to answer, and in my remaining 
weeks here, I think that I will raise them. 

Next time I see you, be prepared to give me a two-paged dou-
ble-spaced essay. (Just kidding! You can take the Prof. out of the 
classroom, but you can’t take the classroom out of the Prof.!) 

I also concluded my sermon with a story that drew some laugh-
ter. I will conclude this column in the same way: “When I think of 
power, I think of a story a friend of mine told several years ago about 
her precocious child. One time the child was making some sort of re-
quest—a cookie or something, and the parent said, ‘What’s the magic 
word?’ And the child said, ‘Power!’ That is the magic word, isn’t it? And 
God is redrawing the power map—in love. And because of it, my soul 
magnifies the Lord.”

I thank God for the opportunity to serve here at First Church, 
West Hartford, where we are Living in Spirit, Committed to Service, 
and Open to All.” You have been most kind to me, especially in your 
comments about my preaching. May God be with you as you begin 
this new chapter in the church’s story.   

Peace to you,

Michael
The Rev. Dr. Michael Willett Newheart, Bridge Senior Pastor

P.S. I made the artwork above on my computer. It is entitled, “Epiphany Power Shift.” 

 

Power Shifts

JANUARY 2 
“And the Word Became Flesh” 

John 1:1-18 
Rev. Dr. Michael Newheart 

preaching

JANUARY 9
 Candidating Sunday
“Held by the Spirit”
Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

JANUARY 16 
“The First of His Signs” 

John 2:1-11 
Rev. Dr. Michael Newheart 

preaching

JANUARY 23 
“Gracious Words” 

Luke 4:14-21 
Rev Amie Giguere preaching

JANUARY 30 
“Prophet on the Edge” 

Luke 4:21-30
Rev. Dr. Michael Newheart 

preaching
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 Church Family News

If you have an announcement to share, please call the office at 860-233-9605, x111.

n Our prayers are with the Simsbury/Weatogue community as they 
mourn the tragic loss of Linda Halligan and Bernard Halligan. Colleen 
and Jeff Mitchell were close to this family and our prayers are with you all.  

n Prayers with Ann Crawford, Chief Operating Officer at Hartford 
International University for Religion and Peace after a car accident 
has left her with lots of healing work to do. She is an important co-
worker for Andy Taylor. 

n You may submit your prayer requests to our pastors online at any 
time via the links on our website, Instagram or here: http://bit.ly/
FCprayer_request

Yoga for All Levels 
Yoga classes have been continuing on Zoom on Tuesday eve-

nings at 7 and Wednesday and Thursday mornings at 9:15.  
In addition, in person yoga is available at church on Tuesdays 

and Wednesdays!  Please contact Nancy Murray at:
nancy@deeppeacect.com for more information.

Call to the Congregational Meeting
Sunday, January 9, 2022

Notice is hereby given that a Congregational Meeting of the 
First Church of Christ Congregational of West Hartford, Connecticut, 
UCC, will be held on Sunday, January 9, 2022 at 11:15 AM following 
morning worship to address the following items of business: 

1. To consider and vote on the recommendation of the Senior 
Pastor Search Committee in regard to the call of a new Senior Pas-
tor of the First Church of Christ Congregational, West Hartford, CT, 
United Church of Christ.  The candidate will be preaching at that 
morning's service.

2. In accordance with the By-laws of First Church, action will 
be taken only on matters included in this Call to Meeting.

Notice given on December 16, 2021
Linda Bronstein, Secretary of the Church

This meeting will be held via Zoom and in-person in the Meeting 
House following worship.  You are invited to join in either way; the 
on-line Zoom attendees and in-person attendees will be connected 
and visible to one another using Zoom.  
Zoom meeting Information:  
Topic: FCWH Congregational Meeting 1/9/22
Time: Jan 9, 2022 11:15 AM Eastern Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting (This link will also be in the emails)
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88000322147?pwd=dHROelp-
jN1E3Y09aVkVzZlRxTmYxUT09

Meeting ID: 880 0032 2147
Passcode: 285642

Happy New Year from  
Your Senior Pastor Search 
Committee! 

Happy New Year to you all from your Senior Pastor Search Com-
mittee!  After a long wait, Candidate Weekend is now just around 
the corner!  What a better way to ring in 2022 than to welcome our 
candidate for Senior Pastor in- person!  

Please be sure to sign up for one of the four “Meet and Greet”  
sessions scheduled for Saturday, January 8 if you have not already.  
Attend worship in-person or by live-streaming on Sunday, January 9.  
Participate in the congregational meeting after the service to vote 
on our candidate.  We look forward to a new beginning in 2022!
–Amber Rottman, Amy Melvin, Glen MacLeod, Liz Oman-Wilfrid, Ryan Mannix, 
Robert Schunder, and Suzanne Carnes, chairperson

A couple of First Church 
craftspeople are looking into 
helping a well-established inter-
national program called Days for 
Girls (DFG), which recently held a 
presentation through the JPWL. 

DFG focuses on women in 
low-income areas around the 
world where many miss many 
days of school each year for lack of menstrual supplies. DFG pro-
vides kits of all-washable, easy to care for fabric pads to be used 
month after month. The program has an award-winning success 
rate for keeping girls in school. Minimal pattern cutting, machine 
sewing, and a supply of fabric are all that’s required. 

We will be attending a demonstration and work session at the 
Simsbury United Methodist church on Saturday, January 22 from 9 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. You are invited to join us  –  all ages and abilities 
are welcome, and lunch is included! Please contact Doey Barnett 
with any questions: dbarnet109@att.net.

Days for Girls “Field Trip” Jan. 22
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James Boratko, Director of Music Arts
Dawne Quinn, FCAFYC Director
Suzanne Nardi, Office Manager
Lisa Reed, Business Manager

Jennifer deSimas, JPWL Director

Living in Spirit • Committed to Service • Open to All

                       Church Office: 860-233-9605 • Fax: 860-232-8183 
J.P. Webster Library: 860-232-3893

First Church Academy for Young Children: 860-232-2106
12 South Main St., West Hartford, CT 06107 • www.whfirstchurch.org

into MyFirstChurch, contact Suzanne in the church office.
 We appreciate your immediate attention to this matter. 
– Stewardship Workgroup

Dear First Church Family and Friends, 
As we ring in the New Year, we ask you to take a few minutes out 

of your schedule to check your 2021 pledge balance and send in the 
remainder of your pledge either online or 
by check as soon as possible. This is im-
portant considering there is a significant 
gap between what was pledged and what 
was budgeted this year. 

If you are not sure what your pledge 
balance is, you can check in CCB follow-
ing the instructions below, or contact 
Suzanne in the church office at 860-233-
9605 x111 or suzanne.nardi@whfirst-
church.org.

Giving Statements
Log onto MyFirstChurch with your 

username and password and follow the  
instructions:

Select Last Year in step 5 for your 
2021 statement. If you need help logging 

DUE DATE for TIDINGS: The next deadline is JANUARY 14th, 
for the FEBRUARY  issue. Please send items to Joy Taylor: 

joy.taylor@whfirstchurch.org
DUE DATES for SUNDAY NOTES & eNEWS: Submissions are due each  

Tuesday by noon to Suzanne: suzanne.nardi@whfirstchurch.org.

Giving Statements Available

Organizing for Justice – Together
We’re so pleased to emphasize that the work of the Greater 

Hartford Interfaith Action Alliance (GHIAA) has resulted in more 
justice in our state over the last two years since the launch of 
GHIAA in October 2019. Now 44 congregations strong, GHIAA has 

had a positive impact on 
thousands of Connecticut 
residents through:
n Removing welfare liens 
n Criminal justice reform/clean slate legislation and 
n Anti-racism training in 10 public school districts along with declar-
ing racism as a public health emergency in Connecticut. 

Please check out the video on the home page of the Center for 
Leadership and Justice website: https://cljct.org/.

It's now time to identify a new slate of issues through the 
magic of getting to know one another’s stories. The cornerstone 
of GHIAA is its relational power, which is forged through “individ-
ual meetings” (face-to-face, one-on-one meetings) and at “house 
meetings,” where we gather in small groups to uncover deeper 
community issues. We know that justice work happens when we 
move away from a helping mentality toward an understanding that 
we’re all affected by injustice and that we all have a responsibility 
to address it, together. 

Please plan to attend one of the house meetings being held at 
First Church in the auditorium in January. Opportunities include: Sat-
urday 1/22 10am-11:30am; Sunday 1/23 following worship 11:30am-
1:00pm or Sunday 1/30 following worship 11:30am-1:00pm. Please 
register to attend.

Core Team members look forward to seeing you there! In the 
meantime, you’re invited to contact any one of us: Linda Bronstein, 
Lindsay Day, Jennifer deSimas, Amie Giguere, Ryan Mannix, Terry 
Schmitt and Bob Sitkowski with questions, concerns or to schedule 
an individual meeting.

Last Year

Last Year
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Contact us!
Jennifer deSimas, Library Director: jpwebsterdir@whfirstchurch.org 
Karla Grafton, Assistant Librarian: jpwebsterlib@whfirstchurch.org 
General Inquiries: jpwebster@whfirstchurch.org Phone: 860-232-3893 

Explore our catalog online! www.jpwebster.biblio.org/eg/opac/home 

Exploring the Life of 
Lemuel Haynes
Sunday, January 16, 11:30 a.m. 
via Zoom.

Earl Exum of the West 
Hartford African American 
Social & Cultural Organization 
(WHAASCO) will discuss the 
life and ministry of Rev. Lemuel 
Haynes (1753-1833). Haynes, a 
mixed-race man, was born in 
West Hartford and raised as 
an indentured servant in Gran-
ville, MA. When Haynes was in 
his 30’s he was ordained by the 
Congregational Church -- the 
first African-American minis-
ter ordained in a mainstream denomination in the United States. 
In 2019 the Vermont Division for Historic Preservation dedicated a 
historical marker to honor Haynes. Exum and WHAASCO are hop-
ing to likewise recognize Haynes’ life here in West Hartford. All are 
welcome to join us for the presentation and Q&A.

JPWL Partners with Hartford Healthcare for 
Youth Mental Health

The JPW Library has begun a new collaboration with Hartford 
Healthcare to present a mental health series for students, caregiv-
ers, and families. Watch for programs on youth sports betting and 
gambling addictions; video gaming and screen habits; and suicide 
prevention during February and March. The series will also include a 
half-day workshop on Youth Mental Health First Aid in early spring. 
Please watch for more information and help spread the word about 
this opportunity to learn about these very important issues! 

We are open! 
Stop in and see us

We have plenty of new books 
fiction, biographies, children’s, and 

more!
Monday - Thursday 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Sunday 9 a.m. -  noon

Check out these new books!
For adults

Soul Therapy: The Art and Craft of Caring Conversations by Thomas Moore  “Encouragement for professional and lay therapists on 
providing soul care for clients, friends, family members, and the world at large.” (Spirituality & Practice review)  

Hell of a Book by Jason Mott   Winner of the 2021 National Book Award “A paean to familial love and friendship and a reckoning with 
racism and police violence…By turns playful and surprising and intimate, a moving meditation on being Black in America.” (Kirkus Reviews)

For all ages
Our Table by Peter H. Reynolds  A youngest child misses sitting around the table with her now-busy family, then finds a way to restore 

their time together. 
A Very Big Problem by Amy-Jill Levine and Sandy Eisenberg Sasso; illustrated by Annie Bowler   “God's garden is beautiful and peaceful, 

but it doesn't stay that way. Rain brags that it is the most refreshing. Birds boast that they’re the most splendid. Then Children come along, 
claiming to be the best of all. And it's only fair that the best is loved most, isn't it?”

New JPWL Gallery Exhibit
Deb Moyer – minister, art-

ist, and piano teacher – presents 
a selection of her paintings in the 
JPWL Gallery. Moyer, who has a 
studio at the Farmington Valley 
Arts Center, teaches “expressive 
arts and spirituality workshops for 
children and adults that promote 
healing and well-being.” Her solo 
exhibition for the JPW Library will 
run from Jan. 24 - Feb. 27, 2022.

Book Group News
Awakening the Spirit is led by Acting Associate Pastor Amie 

Giguere. The group meets every Monday at 1 p.m. (no meeting on 
1/17). In January they will begin reading Life Together: The Clas-
sic Exploration of Christian in Community by Dietrich Bonhoeffer. 
“Written out of his experience of living in community with pastors 
and those training for gospel ministry in 1930s Germany, every one 
of [this book’s] pages contains penetrating biblical insights concern-
ing what it means to live together as God’s dearly loved children. 
Bonhoeffer constantly reminds his readers of their true identity as 
God’s people bound to God and to one another in Christ alone; by 
grace alone” (review, The Gospel Coalition /Australia). 

Food for Thought, led by JPW Library Director Jennifer 
deSimas, meets at 5:30 p.m. on the first Thursday of each month. 
Participants are welcome to meet in person or via Zoom link. Their 
next meeting is February 3 to discuss Ask Again, Yes by Mary Beth 
Keane. “Neighboring families in a New York commuter suburb are 
entwined, root and branch, through work, their children, and a 
tragedy of profound consequence. Graceful and mature…A solidly 
satisfying, immersive read into the nature of forgiveness” (Kirkus 
Starred Review). 
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Brief Instructions for Viewing Livestream Services
On Sunday mornings, a few minutes before 10 a.m., go to 
our YouTube channel on your computer’s usual web browser, 
or on your smart TV, just find the YouTube app and look for 
First Church, West Hartford. You should see our video for the current  
Sunday service first in our content. After the service ends, the video 
will be available to view again and again!

Men's Fellowship
The men’s fellowship gathers on the third Wednesday of each 

month at 9 a.m. in the community room next to the choir room. 
This is a change in the meeting day and time and was chosen to  
accommodate the many different schedules of members. Atten-
dance may be either in person or by Zoom. This is an opportunity for 
fellowship, to share ideas and occasionally to hear a guest speaker. 

There is so much change going on in our church and the world 
right now, and so many reaching out for healing, understanding and 
to express their opinion on an issue. As a group we pledge confi-
dently and our support to our members during difficult times. All the 
men of the church and visitors are welcome. 

Please direct any questions, program ideas and comments to 
Joseph Tobin, 860-916-1923 or to jmtobin@gmail.com. New Year 
blessings to everyone.

Worship Technology Workgroup 

Worship Technology Survey
If you didn't complete the Worship Technology Workgroup's  sur-

vey of the people who attended our worship in person on Sundays for 
the month of December, you can still respond. If you attended in per-
son, please fill in the yellow sheet and leave it in the basket on the way 
out of worship. If you have come to in-person worship in the past cou-
ple of weeks since we switched to using the video monitor, print this 
survey out and mail it to the church, attention Jim Boratko. Thanks! 
https://bit.ly/MeetingHouseSurvey

Altar Flower 
Donations

Sponsoring altar flowers 
is a meaningful way to honor 
or remember loved ones. 
Flowers are enjoyed during 
worship, and then distributed 
to members celebrating a 
milestone birthday, anniver-
say, or to people in need of a little cheering up.  

These winter dates are still available at date of publication: 
January 9th and 23rd; February 6th and 13th; March 13th. You can 
book dates further out as well. To place your order, please contact 
Suzanne in the church office at 860-233-9605 or suzanne.nardi@
whfirstchurch.org.

News From The Covenant to Care Team:

Thank You
The Annual Hat and Mitten Drive began October 1st and we are 

grateful for all who donated (including some hand knit items!). . 

Thank you also to everyone who bought gifts or gift cards for 
the children served by Covenant to Care. Gifts were given to our 
two Covenant to Care social workers for the children they support. 
In gratitude, Janice Carter Hall and Carole Carter

Happy New Year - Join Church School Anytime!
Church school is open to all kids (members and visitors). We’ve been meeting on the 4th floor on Sunday 

mornings. Kids can start the worship experience with their family, then depart for Sunday School after the 
message for children (the pastor will alert you when the time comes!) Please look for Margaret Coles to assist 
you with checking in your child(ren) at the north entrance to the Meeting House. There are five classrooms, 
including a new 6th and 7th grade class, and the nursery and preschoolers! Don’t worry if you’ve missed the start 
of the academic year, you may join any time.

Please register your children for church school at the link (scan the QR code). The church school is always 
looking for new volunteers who are excited to teach our children - please inquire upon check-in.

Memoir Writing Workshop
with David Pontrelli of Writing Works

Register at: https://bit.ly/Memoir_Writing2022
Mondays, 4:30-6 p.m.: 

January 24, 31, February 7, 14, 28, March 7 in the JPWL

We are pleased to announce the dates for our memoir writing 
workshop – after having been postponed last fall! Join David 
Pontrelli, seasoned poet and writer, to write about unexplored 
dimensions of your life in a safe environment where the act of 
writing becomes the means of discovery. These workshops can 
result in a special gift for loved ones, or as the first steps toward 
more formal publication. David Pontrelli, a graduate of Wes-
leyan University, teaches writing to a wide range of ages and 
abilities at Capital Community College and in local schools and 
non-profit organizations. This workshop will be held in-person 
in the JPW Library if in accordance with First Church Covid pro-
tocols. Face masks will be required.
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12 South Main Street
West Hartford, CT 06107

JANUARY REACH OUT:
Every day, throughout the Greater Hartford area, there are 

hundreds of people who have found themselves homeless due to 
domestic violence, eviction, unemployment, or mental illness – the 
overwhelming majority often women and children.

My Sisters’ Place mission is committed to ending homelessness 
by empowering women, families, and others in Greater Hartford to 
achieve independence and stability in their community by providing 
housing and supportive services.

My Sisters’ Place provides a comprehensive array of outreach 
and services that is unmatched by any other organization in the 

Hartford, Connecticut re-
gion. From safe housing 
and education to employ-
ment and empowerment, 
My Sister Place provides 
real, life-changing bene-
fits to clients.  

For more information please visit: My Sisters' Place, Inc. (sis-
tersplacect.org) or call 860-895-6629 . 

To donate online via our website, www.whfirstchurch.org, 
click on the blue donate button ad select Reach Out. You can also 
donate directly at: sistersplacect.org.

Advent Highlights: How beautiful are the ones who bring this good news!


