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THANKS!
As I was browsing through the stacks
of the John P. Webster Library (as I often
do), I saw one title that fits my attitude
these days: Grateful by Diane Butler Bass.
(I know that you hosted her some time ago; I’ve seen pictures.) I am
grateful for you giving me the opportunity to serve as your bridge senior pastor. It’s the first time that I’ve had that title. I’ve had the title
“Interim Pastor” five times before, but this is the first time I’ve had the
title “Bridge Senior Pastor.” Also, it’s the first time I’ve served a United
Church of Christ congregation. And it’s kind of fun. You all have made
it easy. Thank you!
I will complete my service Sunday, February 6. I began over five
months ago, August 29, 2021. In some ways, that seems like a long
time ago, when we were sweltering in the Meeting House, but in
other ways it seems like the blink of an eye. Time flies when you’re
having fun, right? I know that I have been having fun. Have you? Several of you have complimented me on my “spirit,” my “liveliness,” my
“laughter,” and my “vigor.” I appreciate deeply these words. I have
enjoyed preaching. I have enjoyed developing the Power Points to go
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FEBRUARY 13
“At the Corner of Bitter and Sweet”
(Psalm 1; Luke 6:17-26)
Rev. Jane Willan preaching
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along with my sermons. I used them regularly as a professor, but this
is the first time I have consistently used them in preaching. Thank you
for your words of encouragement.
I believe that a primary purpose of a pastor is to pray for the people. I have done that, sometimes while walking the labyrinth out front
of the church, and sometimes sitting in the rocking chair in my office
with the prayer shawl that you made for me draped over my shoulders. I have prayed for you, and you have prayed for me. Thank you!
Later in February—God willing, and the creek don’t rise—I will begin
another interim pastorate. As soon as all the details are taken care of, I
will announce this. I will give you a hint, though: I’m not going far.
Paul writes to the Philippians, “I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers
for all of you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day
until now” (1:3-5).
Thank you! Peace to you,
The Rev. Dr. Michael Newheart, Bridge Senior Pastor
P.S. I created the digital painting above, entitled “Thanks,” to accompany this letter.

Worship in the Meeting House with us live (or live-stream) at 10 a.m. on Sunday mornings (unless noted).

FEBRUARY 6
“Put Out into the Deep”
(Luke 5:1-11)
Rev. Dr. Michael Newheart preaching
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Watch on YouTube

FEBRUARY 20
All Ages Worship with the
Hot Cat Jazz Band
“Shaken, Not Stirred”
(Genesis 45:3-11, 15; Luke 6:27-38)
Rev. Jane Willan preaching

FEBRUARY 27
“Prayer Changes”
(Luke 9:28-36)
Rev. Amie Giguere preaching

Church Family News
n Our prayers of gratitude are with Rev. Michael Newheart as he transitions to a new interim position. Thank you Michael!
n You may submit your prayer requests to our pastors online at any
time via the links on our website, Instagram or here: http://bit.ly/
FCprayer_request
If you have an announcement to share, please call the office at 860-233-9605, x111.

Technology Survey Results

Thanks to the 39 members of our congregation who responded
to the recent short survey about the use of images in worship. We
want to share your responses with the entire congregation.
Overwhelmingly, respondents felt that the use of images enhances worship overall and that the new large monitor is a significant improvement over having a projection screen in the chancel.
Michael Newheart used images to bring a unique perspective to his
sermons. As a former university professor, he was very comfortable
with the use of images to amplify the points of his sermon. However,
images need to be relevant to the message of the service, and images for the sake of images are a distraction. We will take our lead
from Pastors Jane and Amie as to how images should be used in
worship in the future.
Over 75% of us like to see prayers and lyrics projected on the
screen and 90% indicate that they can see images and text well from
where they typically sit during worship.
When it came to the question of whether a single monitor is sufficient or multiple monitors within the Meeting House would be an
improvement, the responses reflected a variety of opinions. 45% felt
that a single monitor is sufficient and 47% thought multiple monitors would be better! On this basis, the workgroup decided that
taking an “iterative” approach, initially experimenting with a single
additional monitor, would give us the best chance of understanding
what works the best for folks in the congregation.
On the question of whether monitors should be fixed to the
columns only a minority of respondents had a strong opinion for or
against.
Next steps:
We will try adding the additional smaller monitor already owned
by the church in a couple of different locations and seek feedback as
to whether this represents an improvement before making any formal proposals for further video technology
DNR (our video streaming vendor) came in recently to make
some adjustments to the system. There have been concerns about
audio quality particularly in the front right quadrant of pews. After
updating our audio system which is used for both live streaming and
in-person worship approximately five years ago, fixing this problem
is a priority for the workgroup.
Church members are encouraged to reach out to anyone of the
workgroup members with comments or questions regarding our use
of Technology in Worship.
Workgroup members: Jessica Berube, Jim Boratko, Beverli
Christensen, Jennifer deSimas, Court Lewis, Ryan Mannix, Liz
Oman-Wilfred, Terry Schmitt, Kelly Shea, and Paul Truebig

Update on our Afghan
Refugee Efforts

Thanks to everyone for your volunteering, donations, and support of the work to resettle Afghan refugees in West Hartford. Our
refugees are likely to arrive by February.
We are resettling two small families, rather than one larger one.
IRIS has assigned us one family made up of an 18-year-old male and
his 30-year-old sister. The other family is a young couple expecting
their first child. Our families are currently housed on a military base
in Doha, Qatar, and will soon be coming to McGuire Air Force Base in
New Jersey where they will go through two weeks of processing before coming to Connecticut. The choice to take two families means
we will need more financial assistance initially, mostly for housing.
However, we expect these families will involve a lot less child care
efforts than our last refugee family.
Our co-sponsorship team is made up of volunteers from our
church, from First Baptist Church, and from Congregation Beth Israel. We are happy to include quite a few church members as part of
the effort, including Liz Oman-Wilfrid, Rachel Protos, Dawne Quinn,
Michele Kayser, Mohamed Suliman, George Stone, and Jim Warner,
with help from Jennifer deSimas and Karla Grafton. We will continue
to need your support and concern as we move forward with our
work, but we are quite excited for the day that our families arrive.
As always, if you have any questions, please contact Terry Schmitt
at terryschmittwh@gmail.com. Thanks again!

Food Donations
Needed

Remember your neighbors
while grocery shopping! Donations
are needed for the West Hartford
Food Pantry and the Loaves and
Fishes Meals to Go Program. Items
can be left in the blue buckets at
the church and members of the
Outreach Team will deliver them to
Town Hall and Loaves and Fishes. Thank you! –The Outreach Team
DUE DATE for TIDINGS: The next deadline is FEBRUARY 14th,
for the MARCH issue. Please send items to Joy Taylor:
joy.taylor@whfirstchurch.org
DUE DATES for SUNDAY NOTES & eNEWS: Submissions are due each
Tuesday by noon to Suzanne: suzanne.nardi@whfirstchurch.org.

Tidings
We are in a season of (exciting) transition! Please get ready for
some updates in format and publishing frequency of Tidings!
In the meantime, you can find out so much about what we are
doing by attending worship, or by visiting First Church online:
www.whfirstchurch.org, Facebook, Instagram and
reading the weekly E-mail as well as Sunday Notes!
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Announcing Rev. Jane Willan:
Our Next Senior Pastor!
								by Suzanne Carnes,
								Senior Pastor Search Commitee Chairperson

On January 9, our congregation voted
joyfully and unanimously to call Reverend
Jane Willan as our next Senior Pastor. Our
long-awaited Candidate Weekend was filled
with points of grace. We gathered in small
“Meet and Greet” groups (both in-person and
virtually) to welcome Jane and her husband,
Don Lutz, and began conversations about our
shared ministry. And, at a time when our culture often feels divided,
we experienced a moment of unity and a renewed sense of purpose.
It was indeed gratifying to hear sounds of laughter, music, and applause at our congregational meeting. Although the calendar reminds
us that it is still winter, it feels as if a fresh breeze is in the air. To add to
the significance of the occasion, Jane will be the first woman called as
a settled Senior Pastor in the congregation’s 309-year history!
Jane has moved to Connecticut and will begin serving in her new
role on February 8, 2022. Our focus for our first month together is on
welcoming and getting to know one another.
As we enter this partnership of ministry with Rev. Jane, we also

look back to reflect upon the pastors and staff who nurtured and
sustained us spiritually during the past two years: Interim Senior Pastor, Rev. Erica Avena and our Bridge Senior Pastor, Rev. Dr. Michael
Newheart. We are also grateful for Rev. Amie Giguere, who has been
a constant presence and all our staff members who have encouraged
and cared for us along the way, generously offering their skills, talents, and flexibility!
Epiphany means “manifestation” and is associated with illumination or enlightenment. As we look toward a still-distant spring, daylight is noticeably lengthening, pushing back the darkness. We are
midway to the vernal equinox, a hopeful sign to human beings since
ancient times. On February 2, we observe Candlemas, a time when the
church traditionally blessed candles, sources of light and warmth and
symbols of the presence of the Divine. May we hold the candle of welcome for our new Senior Pastor and celebrate the light of
the Spirit in our midst, that
we may be bearers of light
to our wider community.

Scenes from Candidate Weekend include: Rev. Jane
delivered a sermon titled “Held by The Spirit” (top, and
above left); Moderator Eleanor Wight leads the Congregational meeting live in the Meeting House with some
attending via Zoom on the large screen (above middle); Publicity exploded online, on air and on the front
page of the Hartford Courant 1/24/22 (right); Suzanne
Carnes lead a “Meet & Greet” on January 8 (left).
__________________________________________
Watch your Eblast and Sunday Notes for updates
on a welcome reception for Rev. Jane on February 13.
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Arts In the Center Presents:

Jeffrey Boratko

Gracie Day

Robert C. Fullerton

Saturday, March 5, 2022 •7 p.m.
in the Meeting House and Online

20 each, Adult in person • $15 each, Students and Seniors in person

$

10 online access

$

Purchase All Tickets here:
https://bit.ly/songshowcase, or scan
the QR code

Hot Cat Jazz Band:
Feb. 20 in Worship!
The Hot Cat Jazz Band will during our worship service on Feb. 20th and you
can participate in person, or via Livestream. This local Dixieland band adds the
appropriate amount of “Mardi Gras” with upbeat jazz to our worship service and
we look forward to them every time! Lent begins on Wednesday, March 2.
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Contact us!
Jennifer deSimas, Library Director: jpwebsterdir@whfirstchurch.org
Karla Grafton, Assistant Librarian: jpwebsterlib@whfirstchurch.org
General Inquiries: jpwebster@whfirstchurch.org Phone: 860-232-3893
Explore our catalog online! www.jpwebster.biblio.org/eg/opac/home

From the Director …

On quieter days at the JPW Library, staff and volunteers spend
time weeding the collection – checking for outdated, unused or
damaged materials – reorganizing shelves and closets, and generally tidying up. Even after last summer’s giant book sale, we’re still
culling and updating, continually striving to provide patrons with
the latest theological, spiritual, and faith-based resources, not to
mention great children’s books!
Lately we’ve been working on adding bookshelves in the main
reading room and setting up a kiosk for patrons to browse the catalog. Next week, we’ll install additional painting storage in the Archives room. I finished revising the JPWL Operations Manual last
fall. It contains our vision and mission statement, collection and
lending policies, protocols for day-to-day operations, a description
of the JPWL ministry partners (JPWL Archives, the Ruth Dudley
Resource Center, and the JPWL Programs and Events), and much
more.
In the midst of this deep dive, I’ve had a chance to reflect on
First Church’s unique library ministry, and I’d like to share the following fun facts with you.

The John P. Webster Library:

• is part of Bibliomation, CT’s largest library consortium. Sixty-three other public libraries and 17 schools are also Bibliomation
members. The libraries share a centralized cataloging and computer network..
• is on Twitter, Instagram, and Facebook (@jpwlibrary).
• has an Archive containing documents dating to the early
1700s, many written in the hands of our first members and pastors.
Living in Spirit • Committed to Service • Open to All

Rev. Dr. Michael W. Newheart, Bridge Pastor
Rev. Jane Willan, Incoming Senior Pastor
Rev. Amie Stuart Giguere, Acting Associate Pastor
James Boratko, Director of Worship Arts
Dawne Quinn, FCAFYC Director
Suzanne Nardi, Office Manager
Lisa Reed, Business Manager
Jennifer deSimas, JPWL Director
Church Office: 860-233-9605 • Fax: 860-232-8183
J.P. Webster Library: 860-232-3893
First Church Academy for Young Children: 860-232-2106
12 South Main St., West Hartford, CT 06107 • www.whfirstchurch.org

We are open!

Monday - Thursday
9 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday
9 a.m. - noon

• has over 1800 children’s picture books.
• has the area’s only Seed Library – a collection of donated
seeds that patrons and visitors can “borrow” and plant at home.
(After your plants have grown, harvest the seeds and return them to
the Seed Library to share with others!).
• has an online catalog that can be accessed from a smartphone. To get the app, search for “Acorn Catalog” in your app store.
Or, search the catalog from a computer at (https://jpwebster.biblio.
org/eg/opac/home)
• also contains a collection of art of and by First Church members. Among these special treasures are paintings of our first minister, Rev. Benjamin Colton, and one of Rev. Nathan Perkins, who
taught future word-collector Noah Webster.
• holds over 400 DVDs, 200 audiobooks, and a new collection of
games and puzzles for adults, children, and families.
• is the result of the incredible generosity of Florence Sidette
Marcy Crofut, a 19th century woman with 21st century vision. Her
1974 bequest to First Church called for the creation of “an outstanding New England church library.” The JPWL is the only UCC church
library of its caliber in New England – perhaps on the entire East
Coast! – and it’s right under the Meeting House!
• is one of central CT’s largest, best-curated, and publicly-accessible collections of spiritual, religious, and faith resources. Come in
and see us – and bring a friend!

JPWL Partners with Hartford
Healthcare for Youth Mental Health

The JPW Library has begun a new collaboration with Hartford
Healthcare to present a mental health series for students, caregivers, and families. Programs exploring Youth Sports Betting and
Gampbling Addictions; Video Gaming and Screen Habits; and Suicide Prevention are planned.
Additionally, a half-day workshop on Youth Mental Health First
Aid will take place on Saturday, April 9. Watch for more information
and to register in the coming weeks.

New Date for Days for Girls

The field trip to the Simsbury United Methodist Church to work
with their Days For Girls Chapter has been rescheduled to Saturday,
February 19, 9:00 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Minimal pattern-cutting, machine-sewing, and a supply of fabric are all that’s required. Please
join us – all ages and abilities are welcome, and lunch is included!
Contact Jennifer at the JPWL or Doey Barnett at dbarnet109@
att.net. https://bit.ly/days4girls-sewing

In the Gallery... The Deb Moyer Art Show in the JPWL
Gallery scheduled for January-February has been postponed. We
hope to bring in Deb’s wonderful art soon!
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12 South Main Street
West Hartford, CT 06107

FEBRUARY REACH OUT:

South Park Inn’s Emergency Shelter provides a safe, temporary
residence to individuals that are homeless. The shelter welcomes
individuals from all walks of life and has space to accommodate up
to 85 men, women, and children every night. They are open 24 hours
a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year, never closing their doors.
Their emergency shelter, veterans’ programs, respite, and supportive housing provide personalized support to each of the men,
women and children that enter their doors. South Park Inn offers
many services, including nutritious meals, personal hygiene supplies, laundry facilities, and bus passes for transportation. South

Park Inn goal is to provide a safe, temporary
place to stay as individuals identify the supports
and opportunities that
lead to their own, longterm housing solutions.
For more information: www.southparkinn.org
To donate online thru the church: http://www.whfirstchurch.
org/giving/give/reachout or you can donate directly at:
www.southparkinn.org. Thank you for your support.
.

Hand Knit Hearts for Kentucky

During December the Creative Crafters team knit hearts in many colors and sizes.
The project known as “Helping Hands with Healing Hearts” was started by KnittyGrittyYarnGirl which is an online yarn shop located in Niantic, CT. The idea was to collect as many handmade hearts as possible, and send them to comfort the children in
Kentucky who lost so much during the devastating tornados. First Church Creative
Crafters packaged up the hearts with a message in each sending Love from Friends
at First Church. The Yarn Girl organization will hand them out on Valentines Day.
Creative Crafters meets on Fridays in the Youth Room from 10:30 a.m. to noon.
Every one is welcome. For more information, please email Nancy Ball at:
shoedog1961@gmail.com.
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