Sunday Notes
January 16, 2022

Looking Towards Sunday
This week is Martin Luther King, Jr. Sunday, and we will celebrate his
life, career, and message during worship. The sermon is entitled, "King
and 'The Other America'" (1 Corinthians 12:1-11). It is adapted from an
invited lecture I gave in Milwaukee, WI January 2020. In King's speech,
he laid out many of his principles for the equality of all people. I look
forward to seeing you as we praise God for Martin Luther King, Jr., and
we dedicate ourselves to his work, which is indeed the work of Spirit.
Today’s Altar Flower Dedication
The flowers adorning our altar today were donated by Eleanor Wight and Rayda Bouma in loving memory of Helen and
Myron Wight; and Rev. Louis and Hermina Bouma.
Masking Protocols for First Church, West Hartford
Masks are required for everyone in the church building. If you are not feeling well or are experiencing any symptoms,
please join us via live-stream. When seated in the sanctuary, please be seated in front of QR codes to maintain social
distancing.
In-Person Church School and Childcare This Week
If you have children with you today, they will remain with you in worship until after the children’s message, when
their teacher(s) will lead them up to their classroom on the 4th floor. You will pick them up from there following worship.
Please note that we are returning to the pre-pandemic check-in procedures. Please look for Margaret Coles to assist you
with checking in your child(ren) at the north entrance to the Meeting House. If you have not yet registered your child(ren)
for this program year, please do so at https://bit.ly/2021-22CSRegistration or by using the QR code which can be found at
either entrance to the Meeting House. Feel free to reach out to Rev. Amie Giguere with questions or concerns.
Stewardship - We Are Resilient!
So far we have received 105 pledges for a total of $ 305,246. We still have a way to go to get to our pledge budget of
$330,000. For those of you who have already pledged, we thank you for your commitment to the mission of First Church.
Pledges can be made online on the church’s website at https://www.whfirstchurch.org/giving/give or just simply mail in
your pledge card! If you need a pledge card, please contact Suzanne at suzanne.nardi@whfirstchurch.org. Your generosity
sustains the good work of our church and its congregants.

Upcoming Events
Virtual Bible Study
Tuesdays at 7 pm via Zoom
All are welcome to join Pastor Michael Newheart’s virtual Bible study classes. Register at https://bit.ly/FCBibleStudy
to receive the Zoom link. Participants will reflect on the coming week’s Scripture passages to engage in deeper
understanding of the history or events surrounding the text.
GHIAA House Meetings
Saturday, January 22nd, from 10 to 11:30 am; Sunday, January 23rd, following worship from 11:30 am to 1 pm;
or Sunday, January 30th, following worship from 11:30 am to 1 pm in the Auditorium
The cornerstone of GHIAA is its relational power, which is forged through “individual meetings” and “house meetings,”
where we gather in small groups to uncover deeper community issues. Please plan to attend one of the house meetings.
Please register to attend at https://bit.ly/GHIAAhouse.
Memoir Writing Workshop with David Pontrelli of Writing Works
Mondays, January 24th, 31st, February 7th, 14th, 28th, and March 7th, from 4:30 to 6 pm in the JPW Library
We have two spots left! Please register at https://bit.ly/PontrelliWorkshop.
Write about unexplored dimensions of your life in a safe environment where the act of writing becomes the means of
discovery. This workshop will be held in-person in the JPW Library; face masks will be required.

Call to Meeting of the Congregation
Notice is hereby given that a Congregational Meeting of the First Church of Christ Congregational of West Hartford,
Connecticut, UCC, will be held both in person in the Meetinghouse and via Zoom on Sunday, January 30, 2022 starting at
about 11:15 AM to transact the following items of business:
1. Approve the minutes of the First Church Budget Meeting held on February 7, 2021.
2. Consider and vote on The First Church Annual Operating Budget for calendar year 2022.
3. In accordance with the By-laws of First Church, action will be taken only on matters included in this Call to Meeting.
Notice given on January 16, 2022 Linda Bronstein, Secretary of the Church
Exploring the Life of Lemuel Haynes
POSTPONED TO THURSDAY FEBRUARY 24, 7 p.m. via Zoom Register here for the link
Mr. Exum will join us for a moment of remembrance of Haynes this Sunday morning.
Earl Exum of the West Hartford African American Social & Cultural Organization (WHAASCO) will discuss the life and
ministry of Rev. Lemuel Haynes (1753-1833). Haynes was the first African-American minister ordained by a mainstream
denomination in the United States. All are welcome to join us for the presentation and Q&A.

Announcements
Coffee Cans Needed
Please donate empty coffee cans for the Parish Care Ministry. Each Sunday, the altar flowers are broken down into smaller
flower arrangements and delivered to church members.
Food Donations Needed
Remember your neighbors while grocery shopping! Donations are needed for the West Hartford Food Pantry and the
Loaves and Fishes Meals to Go Program. Items can be left in the blue buckets at the church and members of the Outreach
Team will deliver them to Town Hall and Loaves and Fishes. Thank you! The Outreach Team
4 Ways to Give
1. Give by Text: Text GIVE to (860) 222-7870. You can now donate using ACH! If you have already used Txt2Give, text
update to change payment type from credit card to ACH.
2. Give Online: Visit our website at http://www.whfirstchurch.org/giving/give
3. Give by Mail: Mail checks to First Church, 12 S. Main Street, West Hartford, CT 06107
4. Give Gifts of Securities: Contact local Financial Advisor Sue Banville at Edward Jones in West Hartford at 860-521-2119.
Altar Flower Donations
Sponsoring altar flowers is a meaningful way to honor or remember loved ones. Still available are these winter dates:
January 23rd, February6th, and March 13th.To place your order, please contact Suzanne in the church office at 860-2339605 or suzanne.nardi@whfirstchurch.org.
January Reach Out: My Sisters’ Place
My Sisters’ Place mission is committed to ending homelessness by empowering women, families, and others in Greater
Hartford to achieve independence and stability in their community by providing housing and supportive services.
For more information or to make a donation, please visit: My Sisters' Place, Inc. at https://sistersplacect.org/.
Update on our Afghan Refugee Efforts
Thanks for your volunteering, donations, and support of the work to resettle Afghan refugees in West Hartford.
Our refugees are likely to arrive by February. We are resettling two small families, rather than one larger one. IRIS has
assigned us one family made up of an 18-year-old male and his 30-year-old sister. The other family is a young couple
expecting their first child. Our families are currently housed on a military base in Doha, Qatar, and will soon be coming to
McGuire Air Force Base in New Jersey where they will go through two weeks of processing before coming to Connecticut.
The choice to take two families means we will need more financial assistance initially, mostly for housing. However, we
expect these families will involve a lot less child care efforts than our last refugee family.
We will continue to need your support and concern as we move forward with our work, but we are quite excited for the day
that our families arrive. As always, if you have any questions, please contact Terry Schmitt at terryschmittwh@gmail.com.
Thanks again!

