
Now large crowds were traveling with him; and he turned and said to them, “Whoever
comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and
sisters, yes, and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. Whoever does not carry the cross
and follow me cannot be my disciple. For which of you, intending to build a tower, does
not first sit down and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it?
Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will
begin to ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ Or
what king, going out to wage war against another king, will not sit down first and
consider whether he is able with ten thousand to oppose the one who comes against
him with twenty thousand? If he cannot, then, while the other is still far away, he sends
a delegation and asks for the terms of peace. So therefore, none of you can become my
disciple if you do not give up all your possessions.

Scripture Reading

for September 4, 2022

Luke  14:25-33 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.



Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners
and eats with them.” So he told them this parable:

Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his
father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided
his property between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and
traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living.
When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country,
and he began to be in need. So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of
that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would gladly have filled
himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him anything. But
when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread
enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father,
and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no
longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ So he set
off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled
with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him.

Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no
longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out
a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.
And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was
dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. “Now his
elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard
music and dancing. He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He
replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he
has got him back safe and sound.’ Then he became angry and refused to go in. His
father came out and began to plead with him. But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all
these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your
command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate
with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your
property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ Then the father said to him,
‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and
rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and
has been found.’”

Scripture Reading

for August 14, 2022

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 
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Scripture Reading
for

August 28, 2022

Psalm 112

Praise the Lord! Happy are those who fear the Lord, who greatly delight in his

commandments.

Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright will be

blessed.

Wealth and riches are in their houses, and their righteousness endures forever.

They rise in the darkness as a light for the upright; they are gracious, merciful, and

righteous.

It is well with those who deal generously and lend, who conduct their affairs with

justice.

For the righteous will never be moved; they will be remembered forever.

They are not afraid of evil tidings; their hearts are firm, secure in the Lord.

Their hearts are steady, they will not be afraid; in the end they will look in triumph on

their foes.

They have distributed freely, they have given to the poor; their righteousness endures

forever; their horn is exalted in honor.

The wicked see it and are angry; they gnash their teeth and melt away; the desire of the

wicked comes to nothing.
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Scripture Reading
for

August 28, 2022

Luke 14:1, 7-14

On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat

a meal on the sabbath, they were watching him closely.

When he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a parable.

“When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit down at the place

of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has been invited by your host;

and the host who invited both of you may come and say to you, ‘Give this person your

place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to take the lowest place. But when you are

invited, go and sit down at the lowest place, so that when your host comes, he may say

to you, ‘Friend, move up higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit

at the table with you. For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who

humble themselves will be exalted.” He said also to the one who had invited him,

“When you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers or

your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, and you would

be repaid. But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the

blind. And you will be blessed, because they cannot repay you, for you will be repaid at

the resurrection of the righteous.”
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Psalm 103:1-8

Scripture Reading
for

August 21, 2022

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name.

Bless the Lord, O my soul, and do not forget all his benefits—

who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases,

who redeems your life from the Pit, who crowns you with steadfast love and mercy,

who satisfies you with good as long as you live so that your youth is renewed like the

eagle’s.

The Lord works vindication and justice for all who are oppressed.

He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the people of Israel.

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.
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Scripture Reading
for

August 21, 2022

Luke 13:10-17

Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath. And just then there

appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent

over and was quite unable to stand up straight. When Jesus saw her, he called her over

and said, “Woman, you are set free from your ailment.” When he laid his hands on her,

immediately she stood up straight and began praising God. But the leader of the

synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the sabbath, kept saying to the

crowd, “There are six days on which work ought to be done; come on those days and

be cured, and not on the sabbath day.” But the Lord answered him and said, “You

hypocrites! Does not each of you on the sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the

manger, and lead it away to give it water? And ought not this woman, a daughter of

Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set free from this bondage on

the sabbath day?” When he said this, all his opponents were put to shame; and the

entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things that he was doing.
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Happy is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom he has chosen as his

heritage.

The Lord looks down from heaven; he sees all humankind.

From where he sits enthroned he watches all the inhabitants of the earth—

he who fashions the hearts of them all, and observes all their deeds.

A king is not saved by his great army; a warrior is not delivered by his great strength.

The war horse is a vain hope for victory, and by its great might it cannot save.

Truly the eye of the Lord is on those who fear him, on those who hope in his steadfast

love,

to deliver their soul from death, and to keep them alive in famine.

Our soul waits for the Lord; he is our help and shield.

Our heart is glad in him, because we trust in his holy name.

Let your steadfast love, O Lord, be upon us, even as we hope in you.

Scripture Reading
for

August 7, 2022

Psalm 33:12-22 
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“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the

kingdom. Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for yourselves that do not

wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth

destroys. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. “Be dressed for

action and have your lamps lit; be like those who are waiting for their master to return

from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for him as soon as he

comes and knocks. Blessed are those slaves whom the master finds alert when he

comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will

come and serve them. If he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and

finds them so, blessed are those slaves. “But know this: if the owner of the house had

known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken

into. You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.”

Scripture Reading
for

August 7, 2022

Luke 12:32-40 
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Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family

inheritance with me.” But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator

over you?” And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed;

for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” Then he told them a

parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought to himself,

‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ Then he said, ‘I will do this: I

will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my

goods. And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years;

relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is

being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ So it is

with those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”

Scripture Reading
for

July 31, 2022

Luke 12:13-21
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Scripture Reading
for

July 24, 2022

Psalm 138 (OT pg. 709)

I give you thanks, O Lord, with my whole heart; before the gods I sing your praise;

I bow down toward your holy temple and give thanks to your name for your steadfast

love and your faithfulness; for you have exalted your name and your word above

everything.

On the day I called, you answered me, you increased my strength of soul.

All the kings of the earth shall praise you, O Lord, for they have heard the words of

your mouth.

They shall sing of the ways of the Lord, for great is the glory of the Lord.

For though the Lord is high, he regards the lowly; but the haughty he perceives from

far away.

Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve me against the wrath of my

enemies; you stretch out your hand, and your right hand delivers me.

The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O Lord, endures forever. Do

not forsake the work of your hands.
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Scripture Reading
for

July 24, 2022

Luke 11: 1-13 (NT pg. 88)

He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples said to

him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” He said to them, “When you

pray, say: Father, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come. Give us each day our

daily bread. And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.

And do not bring us to the time of trial.” And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a

friend, and you go to him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of

bread; for a friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ And he

answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, and my

children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ I tell you, even

though he will not get up and give him anything because he is his friend, at least

because of his persistence he will get up and give him whatever he needs. “So I say to

you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and the door will be

opened for you. For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who searches finds, and

for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. Is there anyone among you who, if

your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a fish? Or if the child asks for an

egg, will give a scorpion? If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your

children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask

him!”
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Scripture Reading
for

July 10, 2022

Psalm 82

God has taken his place in the divine council; in the midst of the gods he holds

judgment:

“How long will you judge unjustly and show partiality to the wicked? Selah

Give justice to the weak and the orphan; maintain the right of the lowly and the

destitute.

Rescue the weak and the needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked.”

They have neither knowledge nor understanding, they walk around in darkness; all the

foundations of the earth are shaken.

I say, “You are gods, children of the Most High, all of you;

nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, and fall like any prince.”

Rise up, O God, judge the earth; for all the nations belong to you!
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Scripture Reading
for

July 17, 2022

Colossians 3:12-17

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness,

humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint

against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must

forgive. Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in

perfect harmony. And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you

were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly;

teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing

psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do

everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
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Scripture Reading
for

July 17, 2022

Jeremiah 29:10-14

For thus says the Lord: Only when Babylon’s seventy years are completed will I visit

you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back to this place. For surely I

know the plans I have for you, says the Lord, plans for your welfare and not for harm,

to give you a future with hope. Then when you call upon me and come and pray to me,

I will hear you. When you search for me, you will find me; if you seek me with all your

heart, I will let you find me, says the Lord, and I will restore your fortunes and gather

you from all the nations and all the places where I have driven you, says the Lord, and I

will bring you back to the place from which I sent you into exile.
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Scripture Reading
for

July 3, 2022

Galatians 6:1-10

My friends, if anyone is detected in a transgression, you who have received the Spirit

should restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness. Take care that you yourselves are

not tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of

Christ. For if those who are nothing think they are something, they deceive themselves.

All must test their own work; then that work, rather than their neighbor’s work, will

become a cause for pride. For all must carry their own loads. Those who are taught the

word must share in all good things with their teacher. Do not be deceived; God is not

mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. If you sow to your own flesh, you will reap

corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to the Spirit, you will reap eternal life from

the Spirit. So let us not grow weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest-

time, if we do not give up. So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us work for

the good of all, and especially for those of the family of faith.
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Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 

love one another with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 

Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 

Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 

Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 

Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 

Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 

Live in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; 

do not claim to be wiser than you are. 

Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. 

If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with all. 

Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God;

for it is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 

No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to

drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 

Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Scripture Reading
for

August 30, 2020

Romans 12: 9-21
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Scripture Reading
for

June 26, 2022

Numbers 27:1-11

Then the daughters of Zelophehad came forward. Zelophehad was son of Hepher son

of Gilead son of Machir son of Manasseh son of Joseph, a member of the Manassite

clans. The names of his daughters were: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah, and Tirzah.

They stood before Moses, Eleazar the priest, the leaders, and all the congregation, at

the entrance of the tent of meeting, and they said, “Our father died in the wilderness;

he was not among the company of those who gathered themselves together against the

Lord in the company of Korah, but died for his own sin; and he had no sons. Why

should the name of our father be taken away from his clan because he had no son? Give

to us a possession among our father’s brothers.” Moses brought their case before the

Lord. And the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: The daughters of Zelophehad are right in

what they are saying; you shall indeed let them possess an inheritance among their

father’s brothers and pass the inheritance of their father on to them. You shall also say

to the Israelites, “If a man dies, and has no son, then you shall pass his inheritance on

to his daughter. If he has no daughter, then you shall give his inheritance to his

brothers. If he has no brothers, then you shall give his inheritance to his father’s

brothers. And if his father has no brothers, then you shall give his inheritance to the

nearest kinsman of his clan, and he shall possess it. It shall be for the Israelites a statute

and ordinance, as the Lord commanded Moses.”
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Scripture Reading
for

June 19, 2022

Mark 16:14-18

Later he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were sitting at the table; and he

upbraided them for their lack of faith and stubbornness, because they had not believed

those who saw him after he had risen. And he said to them, “Go into all the world and

proclaim the good news to the whole creation. The one who believes and is baptized

will be saved; but the one who does not believe will be condemned. And these signs will

accompany those who believe: by using my name they will cast out demons; they will

speak in new tongues; they will pick up snakes in their hands, and if they drink any

deadly thing, it will not hurt them; they will lay their hands on the sick, and they will

recover.”
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Scripture Reading
for

June 12, 2022

John 16:12-15

“I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. When the Spirit

of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth; for he will not speak on his own, but

will speak whatever he hears, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. He

will glorify me, because he will take what is mine and declare it to you. All that the

Father has is mine. For this reason I said that he will take what is mine and declare it to

you.
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Scripture Reading
for

June 12, 2022
Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31
Does not wisdom call, 
and does not understanding raise her voice?
On the heights, beside the way,
at the crossroads she takes her stand;
beside the gates in front of the town,
at the entrance of the portals she cries out:
“To you, O people, I call,
and my cry is to all that live.
The Lord created me at the beginning of his work,
the first of his acts of long ago.
Ages ago I was set up,
at the first, before the beginning of the earth.
When there were no depths I was brought forth,
when there were no springs abounding with water.
Before the mountains had been shaped,
before the hills, I was brought forth—
when he had not yet made earth and fields,
or the world’s first bits of soil.
When he established the heavens, I was there,
when he drew a circle on the face of the deep,
when he made firm the skies above,
when he established the fountains of the deep,
when he assigned to the sea its limit,
so that the waters might not transgress his command,
when he marked out the foundations of the earth, then I was beside him, like a master
worker;
and I was daily his delight,
rejoicing before him always,
rejoicing in his inhabited world
and delighting in the human race.
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Scripture Reading
for

May 29, 2022

”I ask not only on behalf of these, but also on behalf of those who will believe in me

through their word, that they may all be one. As you, Father, are in me and I am in you,

may they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me. The glory

that you have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in

them and you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may

know that you have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.

Father, I desire that those also, whom you have given me, may be with me where I am,

to see my glory, which you have given me because you loved me before the foundation

of the world. “Righteous Father, the world does not know you, but I know you; and

these know that you have sent me. I made your name known to them, and I will make it

known, so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”

John 17:20-26
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Scripture Reading
for

May 22, 2022

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with

you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the

psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures,

and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from

the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be

proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of

these things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in

the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them.

While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven.

And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were

continually in the temple blessing God.

Luke 24:44-53
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Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had

passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem,

coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.

And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the home of God is among

mortals. He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God himself

will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more;

mourning and crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.”

And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also

he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It

is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will

give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.

Scripture Reading
for

May 15, 2022

Revelation 21: 1-6
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When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God

has been glorified in him. If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in

himself and will glorify him at once. Little children, I am with you only a little longer.

You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going,

you cannot come.’ I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I

have loved you, you also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you

are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”

Scripture Reading
for

May 15, 2022

John 13:31-35

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.



TThe Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

     he leadeth me beside the still waters.

He restoreth my soul: 

     he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake.

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

     I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: 

     thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: 

     and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

Scripture Reading
for

May 8, 2022

Psalm 23

In Public Domain



Scripture Reading
for

May 8, 2022
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John 10:22-30

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem. It was winter, and

Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of Solomon. So the Jews gathered

around him and said to him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the

Messiah, tell us plainly.” Jesus answered, “I have told you, and you do not believe. The

works that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; but you do not believe, because you

do not belong to my sheep. My sheep hear my voice. I know them, and they follow me.

I give them eternal life, and they will never perish. No one will snatch them out of my

hand. What my Father has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it

out of the Father’s hand. The Father and I are one.”



After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed

himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael

of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. Simon Peter said to them, “I

am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out and got into the boat, but

that night they caught nothing. Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did

not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They

answered him, “No.” He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat, and you will find

some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in because there were so many fish.

That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was

the Lord, he put on some clothes, for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. But the other disciples

came in the boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a

hundred yards off. When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and

bread. Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” So Simon Peter went

aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred fifty-three of them; and though there

were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of

the disciples dared to ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and

took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third time that

Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me

more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my

lambs.” A second time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes,

Lord; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” He said to him the third time,

“Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the third time, “Do you

love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus said to

him, “Feed my sheep. Very truly, I tell you, when you were younger, you used to fasten your own

belt and to go wherever you wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and

someone else will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.” (He said this

to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said to him, “Follow me.”

Scripture Reading
for

May 1, 2022

John 21:1-19
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When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house

where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood

among them and said, “Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them his

hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. Jesus said to

them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” When he had

said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive

the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when

Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to

them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of

the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be

with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out

your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My

Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?

Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” Now Jesus did

many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book.

But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the

Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name.

Scripture Reading
for

April 24, 2022

John 20:19-31
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But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, taking the

spices that they had prepared. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but

when they went in, they did not find the body. While they were perplexed about this,

suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them. The women were terrified

and bowed their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for

the living among the dead? He is not here, but has risen. Remember how he told you,

while he was still in Galilee, that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, and

be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” Then they remembered his words, and

returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and to all the rest. Now it was

Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the other women with them

who told this to the apostles. But these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did

not believe them. But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw

the linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had happened.

Luke 24:1-12

Scripture Reading
for

April 17, 2022
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Scripture Reading
for

April 10, 2022

Luke 19:28-40

After he had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. When he had come near

Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples,

saying, “Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has

never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ just say

this, ‘The Lord needs it.’” So those who were sent departed and found it as he had told them. As

they were untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” They said,

“The Lord needs it.” Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt,

they set Jesus on it. As he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. As he was

now approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples

began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had seen,

saying, “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven, and glory in the

highest heaven!” Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to

stop.” He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”
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Scripture Reading
for

April 3, 2022

John 12:1-8

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus, whom he had raised

from the dead. There they gave a dinner for him. Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at

the table with him. Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet,

and wiped them with her hair. The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. But Judas

Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said, “Why was this perfume

not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?” (He said this not because he

cared about the poor, but because he was a thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal

what was put into it.) Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the

day of my burial. You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.”
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Scripture Reading
for

March 27, 2022

Psalm 32

Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.

Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit there is no deceit.

While I kept silence, my body wasted away through my groaning all day long.

For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of

summer. Selah

Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my iniquity; I said, “I will confess my

transgressions to the Lord,” and you forgave the guilt of my sin. Selah

Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to you; at a time of distress, the rush of mighty

waters shall not reach them.

You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with glad cries of

deliverance. Selah

I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; I will counsel you with my eye upon you.

Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding, whose temper must be curbed with bit

and bridle, else it will not stay near you.

Many are the torments of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds those who trust in the Lord.

Be glad in the Lord and rejoice, O righteous, and shout for joy, all you upright in heart.
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Scripture Reading
for

March 27, 2022

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. And the Pharisees and

the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.” So he

told them this parable:

Then Jesus said, “There was a man who had two sons. The younger of them said to his father,

‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’ So he divided his property

between them. A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant

country, and there he squandered his property in dissolute living. When he had spent everything,

a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need. So he went and

hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs.

He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one gave him

anything. But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread

enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will

say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be

called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’ So he set off and went to his father. But

while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his

arms around him and kissed him. Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven

and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ But the father said to his slaves,

‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on

his feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; for this son of mine was

dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began to celebrate. “Now his elder son

was in the field; and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing. He

called one of the slaves and asked what was going on. He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and

your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’ Then he

became angry and refused to go in. His father came out and began to plead with him. But he

answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have

never disobeyed your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might

celebrate with my friends. But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your

property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you

are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this

brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has been found.’”
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Scripture Reading
for

March 20, 2022

Luke 13:1-9
At that very time there were some present who told him about the Galileans whose blood

Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. He asked them, “Do you think that because these

Galileans suffered in this way they were worse sinners than all other Galileans? No, I tell

you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did. Or those eighteen who were

killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—do you think that they were worse

offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem? No, I tell you; but unless you repent,

you will all perish just as they did.”

Then he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard; and he came

looking for fruit on it and found none. So he said to the gardener, ‘See here! For three

years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree, and still I find none. Cut it down! Why

should it be wasting the soil?’ He replied, ‘Sir, let it alone for one more year, until I dig

around it and put manure on it. If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you

can cut it down.’”
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Scripture Reading
for

March 20, 2022

Isaiah 55:1-9
Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters; and you that have no money, come, buy

and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price. Why do you spend

your money for that which is not bread, and your labor for that which does not satisfy?

Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good, and delight yourselves in rich food. Incline

your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live. I will make with you an everlasting

covenant, my steadfast, sure love for David. See, I made him a witness to the peoples, a

leader and commander for the peoples. See, you shall call nations that you do not know,

and nations that do not know you shall run to you, because of the Lord your God, the

Holy One of Israel, for he has glorified you.

Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let the wicked

forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them return to the Lord, that

he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. For my

thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the

heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my

thoughts than your thoughts.
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Scripture Reading
for

March 13, 2022
Psalm 27
The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of

my life; of whom shall I be afraid?

When evildoers assail me to devour my flesh— my adversaries and foes— they shall

stumble and fall.

Though an army encamp against me, my heart shall not fear; though war rise up against

me, yet I will be confident.

One thing I asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: to live in the house of the Lord all the

days of my life, to behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple.

For he will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble; he will conceal me under the

cover of his tent; he will set me high on a rock.

Now my head is lifted up above my enemies all around me, and I will offer in his tent

sacrifices with shouts of joy; I will sing and make melody to the Lord.

Hear, O Lord, when I cry aloud, be gracious to me and answer me!

“Come,” my heart says, “seek his face!” Your face, Lord, do I seek.

Do not hide your face from me. Do not turn your servant away in anger, you who have

been my help. Do not cast me off, do not forsake me, O God of my salvation!

If my father and mother forsake me, the Lord will take me up.

Teach me your way, O Lord, and lead me on a level path because of my enemies.

Do not give me up to the will of my adversaries, for false witnesses have risen against me,

and they are breathing out violence.

I believe that I shall see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living.

Wait for the Lord; be strong, and let your heart take courage; wait for the Lord!
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Scripture Reading
for

March 13, 2022

Luke 13:31-35

At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, “Get away from here, for Herod

wants to kill you.” He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am casting out

demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my

work. Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is

impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city

that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to

gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were

not willing! See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see me until the

time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’”
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Scripture Reading
for

March 6, 2022

Luke 4:1-13

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the

wilderness, where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during

those days, and when they were over, he was famished. The devil said to him, “If you are

the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of bread.” Jesus answered him, “It

is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’” Then the devil led him up and showed him

in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. And the devil said to him, “To you I will give

their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to anyone I

please. If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” Jesus answered him, “It is

written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’” Then the devil took him to

Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you are the

Son of God, throw yourself down from here, for it is written, ‘He will command his angels

concerning you, to protect you,’ and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, so that you

will not dash your foot against a stone.’” Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the

Lord your God to the test.’” When the devil had finished every test, he departed from him

until an opportune time.
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Scripture Reading
for

March 6, 2022

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16

You who live in the shelter of the Most High, who abide in the shadow of the Almighty,

will say to the Lord, “My refuge and my fortress; my God, in whom I trust.”

Because you have made the Lord your refuge, the Most High your dwelling place,

no evil shall befall you, no scourge come near your tent.

For he will command his angels concerning you to guard you in all your ways.

On their hands they will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.

You will tread on the lion and the adder, the young lion and the serpent you will trample

under foot.

Those who love me, I will deliver; I will protect those who know my name.

When they call to me, I will answer them; I will be with them in trouble, I will rescue

them and honor them.

With long life I will satisfy them, and show them my salvation.
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Scripture Reading
for

February 27, 2022

Psalm 99

The Lord is king; let the peoples tremble! He sits enthroned upon the cherubim; let the

earth quake!

The Lord is great in Zion; he is exalted over all the peoples.

Let them praise your great and awesome name. Holy is he!

Mighty King, lover of justice, you have established equity; you have executed justice and

righteousness in Jacob.

Extol the Lord our God; worship at his footstool. Holy is he!

Moses and Aaron were among his priests, Samuel also was among those who called on

his name. They cried to the Lord, and he answered them.

He spoke to them in the pillar of cloud; they kept his decrees, and the statutes that he

gave them.

O Lord our God, you answered them; you were a forgiving God to them, but an avenger

of their wrongdoings.

Extol the Lord our God, and worship at his holy mountain; for the Lord our God is holy.
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Scripture Reading
for

February 27, 2022

Luke 9:28-36

Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James,

and went up on the mountain to pray. And while he was praying, the appearance of his

face changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two men,

Moses and Elijah, talking to him. They appeared in glory and were speaking of his

departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. Now Peter and his

companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had stayed awake, they saw

his glory and the two men who stood with him. Just as they were leaving him, Peter said

to Jesus, “Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you,

one for Moses, and one for Elijah” —not knowing what he said. While he was saying this, a

cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud.

Then from the cloud came a voice that said, “This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!”

When the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those

days told no one any of the things they had seen.
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Scripture Reading
for

February 20, 2022

Luke 6:27-38

“But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless

those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek,

offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even

your shirt. Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do

not ask for them again. Do to others as you would have them do to you. “If you love those

who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. If

you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do

the same. If you lend to those from whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to

you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much again. But love your enemies, do

good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward will be great, and you will be

children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the wicked. Be merciful,

just as your Father is merciful.

“Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be

condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it will be given to you. A good

measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; for the

measure you give will be the measure you get back.”

                   New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.



Scripture Reading
for

February 20, 2022

Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40
Do not fret because of the wicked; do not be envious of wrongdoers,

for they will soon fade like the grass, and wither like the green herb.

Trust in the Lord, and do good; so you will live in the land, and enjoy security.

Take delight in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart.

Commit your way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will act.

He will make your vindication shine like the light, and the justice of your cause like the

noonday.

Be still before the Lord, and wait patiently for him; do not fret over those who prosper in

their way, over those who carry out evil devices.

Refrain from anger, and forsake wrath. Do not fret—it leads only to evil.

For the wicked shall be cut off, but those who wait for the Lord shall inherit the land.

Yet a little while, and the wicked will be no more; though you look diligently for their

place, they will not be there.

But the meek shall inherit the land, and delight themselves in abundant prosperity.

The salvation of the righteous is from the Lord; he is their refuge in the time of trouble.

The Lord helps them and rescues them; he rescues them from the wicked, and saves

them, because they take refuge in him.
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Scripture Reading
for

February 20, 2022

Genesis 45:3-11, 15

Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could

not answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. Then Joseph said to his

brothers, “Come closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am your brother,

Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with

yourselves, because you sold me here; for God sent me before you to preserve life. For

the famine has been in the land these two years; and there are five more years in which

there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before you to preserve for you a

remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was not you who sent

me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house and ruler

over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says your

son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall

settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your

children’s children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will provide

for you there—since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your

household, and all that you have, will not come to poverty.’ And he kissed all his brothers

and wept upon them; and after that his brothers talked with him.
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Scripture Reading
for

February 13, 2022
Psalm 1
Happy are those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or take the path that

sinners tread, or sit in the seat of scoffers;

but their delight is in the law of the Lord, and on his law they meditate day and night.

They are like trees planted by streams of water, which yield their fruit in its season, and

their leaves do not wither. In all that they do, they prosper.

The wicked are not so, but are like chaff that the wind drives away.

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of

the righteous;

for the Lord watches over the way of the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish.

Luke 6:17-26

He came down with them and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples

and a great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and

Sidon. They had come to hear him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who

were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. And all in the crowd were trying to touch

him, for power came out from him and healed all of them.

Then he looked up at his disciples and said: “Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is

the kingdom of God. “Blessed are you who are hungry now, for you will be filled. “Blessed

are you who weep now, for you will laugh. “Blessed are you when people hate you, and

when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on account of the Son of Man.

Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; for that is

what their ancestors did to the prophets. “But woe to you who are rich, for you have

received your consolation. “Woe to you who are full now, for you will be hungry. “Woe to

you who are laughing now, for you will mourn and weep. “Woe to you when all speak

well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets.
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Scripture Reading
for

February 6, 2022

Luke 5:1-11

Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was

pressing in on him to hear the word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the

lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. He got into one of

the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the

shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. When he had finished

speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a

catch.” Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night long but have caught nothing.

Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” When they had done this, they caught so many

fish that their nets were beginning to break. So they signaled their partners in the other

boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to

sink. But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from

me, Lord, for I am a sinful man!” For he and all who were with him were amazed at the

catch of fish that they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who

were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you

will be catching people.” When they had brought their boats to shore, they left

everything and followed him.
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Scripture Reading
for

January 30, 2022

Luke 4:21-30

Then he began to say to them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.”

All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth.

They said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?” He said to them, “Doubtless you will quote to me

this proverb, ‘Doctor, cure yourself!’ And you will say, ‘Do here also in your hometown

the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.’” And he said, “Truly I tell you, no

prophet is accepted in the prophet’s hometown. But the truth is, there were many

widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up three years and six

months, and there was a severe famine over all the land; yet Elijah was sent to none of

them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. There were also many lepers in Israel in

the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the

Syrian.” When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. They got up,

drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was

built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. But he passed through the midst of them

and went on his way.
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Scripture Reading
for

January 23, 2022

Luke 4:14-22a

Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about

him spread through all the surrounding country. He began to teach in their synagogues

and was praised by everyone. When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought

up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to

read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and

found the place where it was written: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has

anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the

captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the

year of the Lord’s favor.” And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and

sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. Then he began to say to

them, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” All spoke well of him and

were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. 
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Scripture Reading
for

January 16, 2022

1 Corinthians 12:1-11

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed.

You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led astray to idols that

could not speak. Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking by the Spirit

of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the

Holy Spirit. Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are varieties of

services, but the same Lord; and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same God

who activates all of them in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for

the common good. To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to

another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, to another faith by the

same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, to another the working of

miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another various

kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. All these are activated by one

and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.
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Scripture Reading
for

January 9, 2022

Acts 8:14-17

Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had accepted the word of God,

they sent Peter and John to them. The two went down and prayed for them that they

might receive the Holy Spirit (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they

had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). Then Peter and John laid their

hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts

concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, John answered all of them by saying,

“I baptize you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am not

worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat

into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was

praying, the heaven was opened, and the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form

like a dove. And a voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am

well pleased.”
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Scripture Reading
for

January 2, 2022

John 1:1-18

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He

was in the beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him

not one thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was

the light of all people.

The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. There was a man

sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that

all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the

light. The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in

the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him.

He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who

received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who

were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. And

the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a

father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me

ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’”) From his fullness we have all received,

grace upon grace. The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came

through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to

the Father’s heart, who has made him known.
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Scripture Reading
for

December 26, 2021

Luke 2:41-52

Now every year his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. And when

he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. When the festival was

ended and they started to return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his

parents did not know it. Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a day’s

journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and friends. When they

did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they

found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them

questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers.

When his parents saw him they were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why

have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for you in

great anxiety.” He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not know that

I must be in my Father’s house?” But they did not understand what he said to them. Then

he went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother

treasured all these things in her heart. And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and

in divine and human favor.
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Scripture Reading
for

December 19, 2021

Luke 1:39-55

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a Judean town in the hill country,

where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard

Mary’s greeting, the child leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy

Spirit and exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the

fruit of your womb. And why has this happened to me, that the mother of my Lord comes

to me? For as soon as I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped

for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was

spoken to her by the Lord.” And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit

rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his servant.

Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; for the Mighty One has done

great things for me, and holy is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from

generation to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has scattered the

proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has brought down the powerful from their

thrones, and lifted up the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the

rich away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy,

according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to Abraham and to his descendants

forever.”
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Scripture Reading
for

December 5, 2021

Luke 3:1-6

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor

of Judea, and Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of

Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias ruler of Abilene, during the high priesthood of

Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of Zechariah in the wilderness.

He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for

the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah,

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his

paths straight. Every valley shall be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be made low,

and the crooked shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh

shall see the salvation of God.’”
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Scripture Reading
for

November 14, 2021

Mark 13:1-8

As he came out of the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look, Teacher, what large

stones and what large buildings!” Then Jesus asked him, “Do you see these great

buildings? Not one stone will be left here upon another; all will be thrown down.”

When he was sitting on the Mount of Olives opposite the temple, Peter, James, John, and

Andrew asked him privately, “Tell us, when will this be, and what will be the sign that all

these things are about to be accomplished?” Then Jesus began to say to them, “Beware

that no one leads you astray. Many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and they will

lead many astray. When you hear of wars and rumors of wars, do not be alarmed; this

must take place, but the end is still to come. For nation will rise against nation, and

kingdom against kingdom; there will be earthquakes in various places; there will be

famines. This is but the beginning of the birthpangs.
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Scripture Reading
for

November 7, 2021

Mark 12:38-44

As he taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and

to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have the best seats in the

synagogues and places of honor at banquets! They devour widows’ houses and for the

sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive the greater condemnation.”

He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into the

treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. A poor widow came and put in two small

copper coins, which are worth a penny. Then he called his disciples and said to them,

“Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to

the treasury. For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her

poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”
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Scripture Reading
for

October 31, 2021

Mark 12:28-34

One of the scribes came near and heard them disputing with one another, and seeing

that he answered them well, he asked him, “Which commandment is the first of all?”

Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one; you shall

love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind,

and with all your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’

There is no other commandment greater than these.” Then the scribe said to him, “You

are right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he is one, and besides him there is no other’;

and ‘to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the

strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,’ —this is much more important than all

whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, he said

to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” After that no one dared to ask him

any question.
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Scripture Reading
for

October 24, 2021

Mark 10:46-52

They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho,

Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. When he heard

that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have

mercy on me!” Many sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly,

“Son of David, have mercy on me!” Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they

called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” So throwing off

his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me

to do for you?” The blind man said to him, “My teacher, let me see again.” Jesus said to

him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and followed

him on the way.
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Scripture Reading
for

October 17, 2021

Mark 10:35-45

James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came forward to him and said to him, “Teacher, we

want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” And he said to them, “What is it you want

me to do for you?” And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one

at your left, in your glory.” But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking.

Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am

baptized with?” They replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I

drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized;

but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom

it has been prepared.”

When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. So Jesus called

them and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize

as their rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. But it is not

so among you; but whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant,

and whoever wishes to be first among you must be slave of all. For the Son of Man came

not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.”
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Scripture Reading
for

October 10, 2021
Mark 10:17-31

As he was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and asked him,

“Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus said to him, “Why do you

call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the commandments: ‘You shall

not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false

witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father and mother.’” He said to him, “Teacher,

I have kept all these since my youth.” Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack

one thing; go, sell what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have

treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” When he heard this, he was shocked and

went away grieving, for he had many possessions.

Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for those who

have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” And the disciples were perplexed at these

words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to enter the kingdom of

God! It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is

rich to enter the kingdom of God.” They were greatly astounded and said to one another,

“Then who can be saved?” Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible,

but not for God; for God all things are possible.”

Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” Jesus said,

“Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters or mother or

father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good news, who will not

receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and sisters, mothers and

children, and fields with persecutions—and in the age to come eternal life. But many who

are first will be last, and the last will be first.”
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Some Pharisees came, and to test him they asked, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his

wife?” He answered them, “What did Moses command you?” They said, “Moses allowed a

man to write a certificate of dismissal and to divorce her.” But Jesus said to them,

“Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you. But from the

beginning of creation, ‘God made them male and female.’ ‘For this reason a man shall

leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one

flesh.’ So they are no longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined together,

let no one separate.”

Then in the house the disciples asked him again about this matter. He said to them,

“Whoever divorces his wife and marries another commits adultery against her; and if she

divorces her husband and marries another, she commits adultery.”

People were bringing little children to him in order that he might touch them; and the

disciples spoke sternly to them. But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to

them, “Let the little children come to me; do not stop them; for it is to such as these that

the kingdom of God belongs. Truly I tell you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of

God as a little child will never enter it.” And he took them up in his arms, laid his hands

on them, and blessed them.

Scripture Reading
for

October 3, 2021

Mark 10:2-16
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Scripture Reading
for

September 26, 2021

James 5:13-20

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing

songs of praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church

and have them pray over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The

prayer of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has

committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for

one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer of the righteous is powerful and

effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain,

and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. Then he prayed again,

and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. My brothers and sisters, if

anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back by another, you should

know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the sinner’s soul from

death and will cover a multitude of sins.
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Scripture Reading
for

September 19, 2021

James 3:13-4:3

Who is wise and understanding among you? Show by your good life that your works are

done with gentleness born of wisdom. But if you have bitter envy and selfish ambition in

your hearts, do not be boastful and false to the truth. Such wisdom does not come down

from above, but is earthly, unspiritual, devilish. For where there is envy and selfish

ambition, there will also be disorder and wickedness of every kind. But the wisdom from

above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits,

without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy. And a harvest of righteousness is sown in

peace for those who make peace.

Those conflicts and disputes among you, where do they come from? Do they not come

from your cravings that are at war within you? You want something and do not have it;

so you commit murder. And you covet something and cannot obtain it; so you engage in

disputes and conflicts. You do not have, because you do not ask. You ask and do not

receive, because you ask wrongly, in order to spend what you get on your pleasures.
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Scripture Reading
for

September 12, 2021

Psalm 116:1-9
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I love the Lord, because he has heard my voice and my supplications.

Because he inclined his ear to me, therefore I will call on him as long as I live.

The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; I suffered

distress and anguish.

Then I called on the name of the Lord: “O Lord, I pray, save my life!”

Gracious is the Lord, and righteous; our God is merciful.

The Lord protects the simple; when I was brought low, he saved me.

Return, O my soul, to your rest, for the Lord has dealt bountifully with you.

For you have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling.

I walk before the Lord in the land of the living.



Scripture Reading
for

September 5, 2021

Mark 7:24-37

From there he set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did

not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice, but a woman

whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, and she came

and bowed down at his feet. Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin.

She begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. He said to her, “Let the children

be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” But she

answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” Then he

said to her, “For saying that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” So she went

home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.

Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards the Sea of

Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. They brought to him a deaf man who had an

impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand on him. He took him

aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and

touched his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,”

that is, “Be opened.” And immediately his ears were opened, his tongue was released, and

he spoke plainly. Then Jesus ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them,

the more zealously they proclaimed it. They were astounded beyond measure, saying,

“He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”
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Scripture Reading
for

August 29, 2021

James 1:17-27

Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from

the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. In

fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would

become a kind of first fruits of his creatures.

You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak,

slow to anger; for your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. Therefore rid

yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth of wickedness, and welcome with meekness

the implanted word that has the power to save your souls. But be doers of the word, and

not merely hearers who deceive themselves. For if any are hearers of the word and not

doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; for they look at themselves

and, on going away, immediately forget what they were like. But those who look into the

perfect law, the law of liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers

who act—they will be blessed in their doing. If any think they are religious, and do not

bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion is worthless. Religion that is

pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows in

their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.
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Scripture Reading
for

August 22, 2021

Ephesians 4:1-6, 11-16
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The gifts he gave were that some would be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists,

some pastors and teachers, to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the

body of Christ, until all of us come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son

of God, to maturity, to the measure of the full stature of Christ. We must no longer be

children, tossed to and fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by people’s trickery,

by their craftiness in deceitful scheming. But speaking the truth in love, we must grow up

in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, from whom the whole body, joined and

knit together by every ligament with which it is equipped, as each part is working properly,

promotes the body’s growth in building itself up in love.

I therefore, the prisoner in the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which

you have been called,

with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love, making

every effort to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. There is one body

and one Spirit, just as you were called to the one hope of your calling, one Lord, one

faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all and through all and in all.



Scripture Reading
for

August 15, 2021
1 Kings 2:10-12
Then David slept with his ancestors, and was buried in the city of David. The time that David
reigned over Israel was forty years; he reigned seven years in Hebron, and thirty-three years
in Jerusalem.

So Solomon sat on the throne of his father David; and his kingdom was firmly established.
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1 Kings 3:3-14
Solomon loved the Lord, walking in the statutes of his father David; only, he sacrificed and

offered incense at the high places. The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the

principal high place; Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar.

At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask what I

should give you.” And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast love to your servant

my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in

uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him this great and steadfast love, and

have given him a son to sit on his throne today. And now, O Lord my God, you have made your

servant king in place of my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to

go out or come in. And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a

great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. Give your servant therefore

an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between good and evil; for who

can govern this your great people?” It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. God said

to him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for

the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is right, I

now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning mind; no one like you

has been before you and no one like you shall arise after you. I give you also what you have

not asked, both riches and honor all your life; no other king shall compare with you. If you will

walk in my ways, keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked,

then I will lengthen your life.”



So then, putting away falsehood, let all of us speak the truth to our neighbors, for we

are members of one another. Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun go down on

your anger, and do not make room for the devil. Thieves must give up stealing; rather

let them labor and work honestly with their own hands, so as to have something to

share with the needy. Let no evil talk come out of your mouths, but only what is useful

for building up, as there is need, so that your words may give grace to those who hear.

And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were marked with a seal for

the day of redemption. Put away from you all bitterness and wrath and anger and

wrangling and slander, together with all malice, and be kind to one another,

tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ has forgiven you.

Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children, and live in love, as Christ loved us

and gave himself up for us, a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.

Scripture Reading
for

August 8, 2021

Ephesians 4:25-5:2

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.



Scripture Reading
for

August 1, 2021

John 6:24-35
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So when the crowd saw that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they themselves

got into the boats and went to Capernaum looking for Jesus. When they found him on

the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when did you come here?” Jesus

answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs,

but because you ate your fill of the loaves. Do not work for the food that perishes, but for

the food that endures for eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For it is on him

that God the Father has set his seal.”

Then they said to him, “What must we do to perform the works of God?” Jesus answered

them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in him whom he has sent.” So they said

to him, “What sign are you going to give us then, so that we may see it and believe you?

What work are you performing? Our ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is

written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” Then Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I

tell you, it was not Moses who gave you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father who

gives you the true bread from heaven. For the bread of God is that which comes down

from heaven and gives life to the world.” They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.”

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never be hungry,

and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty."



Scripture Reading
for

July 25, 2021

Ephesians 3:14-21

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and

on earth takes its name. I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant

that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that

Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in

love. I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the

breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses

knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God. Now to him who by the

power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or

imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and

ever. Amen.
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Scripture Reading
for

July 18, 2021

Mark 6:30-34
The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done and taught. He

said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by yourselves and rest a while.” For

many were coming and going, and they had no leisure even to eat. And they went away

in the boat to a deserted place by themselves. Now many saw them going and recognized

them, and they hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. As he

went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion for them, because they were

like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many things.
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Mark 6:53-56

When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored the boat. When

they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, and rushed about that whole

region and began to bring the sick on mats to wherever they heard he was. And wherever

he went, into villages or cities or farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged

him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed.



Scripture Reading
for

July 11, 2021

Psalm 24
The earth is the Lord’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in it;

for he has founded it on the seas, and established it on the rivers.

Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? And who shall stand in his holy place?

Those who have clean hands and pure hearts, who do not lift up their souls to what is

false, and do not swear deceitfully.

They will receive blessing from the Lord, and vindication from the God of their salvation.

Such is the company of those who seek him, who seek the face of the God of Jacob. Selah

Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors! that the King of glory may

come in.

Who is the King of glory? The Lord, strong and mighty, the Lord, mighty in battle.

Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors! that the King of glory may

come in.

Who is this King of glory? The Lord of hosts, he is the King of glory. Selah
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Scripture Reading
for

July 4, 2021

Mark 6:1-6a

He left that place and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. On the

sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astounded.

They said, “Where did this man get all this? What is this wisdom that has been given to

him? What deeds of power are being done by his hands! Is not this the carpenter, the son

of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon, and are not his sisters here

with us?” And they took offense at him. Then Jesus said to them, “Prophets are not

without honor, except in their hometown, and among their own kin, and in their own

house.” And he could do no deed of power there, except that he laid his hands on a few

sick people and cured them. And he was amazed at their unbelief.

Then he went about among the villages teaching.
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Scripture Reading
for

June 27, 2021

Isaiah 56:1-8

Thus says the Lord: Maintain justice, and do what is right, for soon my salvation will

come, and my deliverance be revealed. Happy is the mortal who does this, the one who

holds it fast, who keeps the sabbath, not profaning it, and refrains from doing any evil.

Do not let the foreigner joined to the Lord say, “The Lord will surely separate me from

his people”; and do not let the eunuch say, “I am just a dry tree.” For thus says the Lord:

To the eunuchs who keep my sabbaths, who choose the things that please me and hold

fast my covenant, I will give, in my house and within my walls, a monument and a name

better than sons and daughters; I will give them an everlasting name that shall not be cut

off. And the foreigners who join themselves to the Lord, to minister to him, to love the

name of the Lord, and to be his servants, all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it,

and hold fast my covenant— these I will bring to my holy mountain, and make them joyful

in my house of prayer; their burnt offerings and their sacrifices will be accepted on my

altar; for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. Thus says the Lord

God, who gathers the outcasts of Israel, I will gather others to them besides those

already gathered.
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Scripture Reading
for

June 20, 2021

Ezra 9:5-6

At the evening sacrifice I got up from my fasting, with my garments and my mantle torn,

and fell on my knees, spread out my hands to the Lord my God, and said, “O my God, I

am too ashamed and embarrassed to lift my face to you, my God, for our iniquities have

risen higher than our heads, and our guilt has mounted up to the heavens."
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Scripture Reading
for

June 13, 2021

Acts 5:27-32

When they had brought them, they had them stand before the council. The high priest

questioned them, saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here

you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s

blood on us.” But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than any

human authority. The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you had killed by

hanging him on a tree. God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he

might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. And we are witnesses to these

things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.”
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Scripture Reading
for

June 6, 2021

Acts 1:3-8

After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by many convincing proofs,

appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. While

staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait there for the

promise of the Father. “This,” he said, “is what you have heard from me; for John

baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from

now.”

So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, is this the time when you will

restore the kingdom to Israel?” He replied, “It is not for you to know the times or

periods that the Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when

the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

                   New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.



Scripture Reading
for

May 30, 2021

John 3:1-17

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by

night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God;

for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” Jesus

answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being

born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having

grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus

answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being

born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit

is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ The

wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where

it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.”

Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” Jesus answered him, “Are you a

teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? “Very truly, I tell you, we

speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our

testimony. If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you

believe if I tell you about heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the

one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the

serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in

him may have eternal life. “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so

that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. “Indeed,

God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the

world might be saved through him.
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Scripture Reading
for

May 23, 2021
Acts 2:1-21

When the Feast of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. Without
warning there was a sound like a strong wind, gale force—no one could tell where it
came from. It filled the whole building. Then, like a wildfire, the Holy Spirit spread
through their ranks, and they started speaking in a number of different languages as
the Spirit prompted them.
There were many Jews staying in Jerusalem just then, devout pilgrims from all over the
world. When they heard the sound, they came on the run. Then when they heard, one
after another, their own mother tongues being spoken, they were blown away. They
couldn’t for the life of them figure out what was going on, and kept saying, “Aren’t
these all Galileans? How come we’re hearing them talk in our various mother tongues?”
Parthians, Medes, and Elamites; Visitors from Mesopotamia, Judea, and Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to
Cyrene; Immigrants from Rome, both Jews and proselytes; Even Cretans and Arabs!
“They’re speaking our languages, describing God’s mighty works!”
Their heads were spinning; they couldn’t make head or tail of any of it. They talked
back and forth, confused: “What’s going on here?”
 Others joked, “They’re drunk on cheap wine.”
 That’s when Peter stood up and, backed by the other eleven, spoke out with bold
urgency: “Fellow Jews, all of you who are visiting Jerusalem, listen carefully and get this
story straight. These people aren’t drunk as some of you suspect. They haven’t had time
to get drunk—it’s only nine o’clock in the morning. This is what the prophet Joel
announced would happen:
“In the Last Days,” God says, “I will pour out my Spirit on every kind of people: Your
sons will prophesy, also your daughters; Your young men will see visions, your old men
dream dreams. When the time comes, I’ll pour out my Spirit on those who serve me,
men and women both, and they’ll prophesy. I’ll set wonders in the sky above and signs
on the earth below, blood and fire and billowing smoke, the sun turning black and the
moon blood-red, before the Day of the Lord arrives, the Day tremendous and
marvelous; And whoever calls out for help to me, God, will be saved.”

The Message (MSG)Copyright © 1993, 2002, 2018 by Eugene H. Peterson

https://classic.biblegateway.com/versions/Message-MSG-Bible/
https://classic.biblegateway.com/versions/?action=getVersionInfo&vid=65


Scripture Reading
for

May 16, 2021

Luke 24:44-53

Then he said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with

you—that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the

psalms must be fulfilled.” Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures,

and he said to them, “Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from

the dead on the third day, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be

proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of

these things. And see, I am sending upon you what my Father promised; so stay here in

the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them.

While he was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven.

And they worshiped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were

continually in the temple blessing God.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.



Scripture Reading
for

May 9, 2021

John 15:9-17

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. If you keep my

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s

commandments and abide in his love. I have said these things to you so that my joy

may be in you, and that your joy may be complete. “This is my commandment, that you

love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down

one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what I command you. I do not

call you servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is

doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you everything that

I have heard from my Father. You did not choose me but I chose you. And I appointed

you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you whatever

you ask him in my name. I am giving you these commands so that you may love one

another.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.



Scripture Reading
for

May 2, 2021

John 15:1-8

”I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He removes every branch in me

that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit.

You have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. Abide in me as I

abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine,

neither can you unless you abide in me. I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who

abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing.

Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such branches

are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me, and my words abide

in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is glorified by

this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples."

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.



Scripture Reading
for

April 25, 2021

1 John 3:16-24

We know love by this, that he laid down his life for us—and we ought to lay down our

lives for one another. How does God’s love abide in anyone who has the world’s goods

and sees a brother or sister in need and yet refuses help? 

Little children, let us love, not in word or speech, but in truth and action. And by this

we will know that we are from the truth and will reassure our hearts before him

whenever our hearts condemn us; for God is greater than our hearts, and he knows

everything. Beloved, if our hearts do not condemn us, we have boldness before God;

and we receive from him whatever we ask, because we obey his commandments and

do what pleases him.

And this is his commandment, that we should believe in the name of his Son Jesus

Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. All who obey his

commandments abide in him, and he abides in them. And by this we know that he

abides in us, by the Spirit that he has given us.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.



Scripture Reading
for

April 18, 2021

Luke 24:36b-48

While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them,

“Peace be with you.” They were startled and terrified, and thought that they were

seeing a ghost. He said to them, “Why are you frightened, and why do doubts arise in

your hearts? Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch me and see;

for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have.” And when he had said

this, he showed them his hands and his feet. While in their joy they were disbelieving

and still wondering, he said to them, “Have you anything here to eat?” They gave him a

piece of broiled fish, and he took it and ate in their presence. Then he said to them,

“These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that everything

written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be fulfilled.”

Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, “Thus it

is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and

that repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations,

beginning from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.



Scripture Reading
for

April 11, 2021

Psalm 133

How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity!

It is like the precious oil on the head, running down upon the beard, on the beard of

Aaron, running down over the collar of his robes.

It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion. For there the Lord

ordained his blessing, life forevermore.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.



Scripture Reading
for

April 4, 2021

1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Now I would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that I proclaimed to

you, which you in turn received, in which also you stand, through which also you are

being saved, if you hold firmly to the message that I proclaimed to you—unless you

have come to believe in vain. For I handed on to you as of first importance what I in

turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and

that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the

scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to

more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive,

though some have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all,

as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. For I am the least of the apostles,

unfit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. But by the grace

of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me has not been in vain. On the contrary, I

worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with

me. Whether then it was I or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.



Scripture Reading
for

March 28, 2021

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.

Mark 11:1-11

When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of

Olives, he sent two of his disciples and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of you,

and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been

ridden; untie it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say

this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’” They went away and

found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, some of the

bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” They told them what

Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. Then they brought the colt to Jesus

and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the

road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. Then those who

went ahead and those who followed were shouting,

“Hosanna!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!

Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!

Hosanna in the highest heaven!”

Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked around

at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.



Scripture Reading
for

March  21, 2021

Jeremiah 31:31-34

The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant with the

house of Israel and the house of Judah. It will not be like the covenant that I made with

their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a

covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. But this is the

covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the Lord: I will

put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and

they shall be my people. No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other,

“Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says

the Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.



Scripture Reading
for

March 14, 2021

Ephesians 2:1-10

You were dead through the trespasses and sins in which you once lived, following the

course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at

work among those who are disobedient. All of us once lived among them in the

passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature

children of wrath, like everyone else.

But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great love with which he loved us even when

we were dead through our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace

you have been saved— and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the

heavenly places in Christ Jesus, so that in the ages to come he might show the

immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. For by grace

you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God

— not the result of works, so that no one may boast. For we are what he has made us,

created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way

of life.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.



Scripture Reading
for

March 7, 2021

1 CORINTHIANS 1:18-25

For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us

who are being saved it is the power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of

the wise, and the discernment of the discerning I will thwart.” Where is the one who is

wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made

foolish the wisdom of the world? For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not

know God through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our proclamation,

to save those who believe. For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we

proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to

those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the

wisdom of God. For God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s

weakness is stronger than human strength.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.



Scripture Reading
for

February 28, 2021

Romans 4:18-25

Hoping against hope, he believed that he would become “the father of many nations,”

according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants be.” He did not

weaken in faith when he considered his own body, which was already as good as dead

(for he was about a hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of

Sarah’s womb. No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he

grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, being fully convinced that God was

able to do what he had promised. Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as

righteousness."

Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake alone, but for

ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from

the dead, who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was raised for our

justification.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.
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Then God said to Noah and to his sons with him, “As for me, I am establishing my

covenant with you and your descendants after you, and with every living creature that

is with you, the birds, the domestic animals, and every animal of the earth with you, as

many as came out of the ark. I establish my covenant with you, that never again shall

all flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood, and never again shall there be a flood to

destroy the earth

.”God said, “This is the sign of the covenant that I make between me and you and

every living creature that is with you, for all future generations: I have set my bow in

the clouds, and it shall be a sign of the covenant between me and the earth. When I

bring clouds over the earth and the bow is seen in the clouds, I will remember my

covenant that is between me and you and every living creature of all flesh; and the

waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh. When the bow is in the

clouds, I will see it and remember the everlasting covenant between God and every

living creature of all flesh that is on the earth.” God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the

covenant that I have established between me and all flesh that is on the earth.”

Genesis 9:8-17

Scripture Reading
for

 February 21, 2021



Scripture Reading
for

 February 14, 2021

Mark 9:2-9
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high

mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes

became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there

appeared to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to

Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one

for Moses, and one for Elijah.” He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then

a cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son,

the Beloved; listen to him!” Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with

them any more, but only Jesus.

As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what

they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.
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Scripture Reading
for

 January 31, 2021

1 Corinthians 8:1-13

Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.”

Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up. Anyone who claims to know something does

not yet have the necessary knowledge; but anyone who loves God is known by him.

Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that “no idol in the world really

exists,” and that “there is no God but one.” Indeed, even though there may be so-called

gods in heaven or on earth—as in fact there are many gods and many lords— yet for

us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and

one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist.

It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge. Since some have become so

accustomed to idols until now, they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an

idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. “Food will not bring us close to God.”

We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. But take care that this

liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak. For if others

see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol, might they not, since

their conscience is weak, be encouraged to the point of eating food sacrificed to

idols? So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed.

But when you thus sin against members of your family, and wound their conscience

when it is weak, you sin against Christ. Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will

never eat meat, so that I may not cause one of them to fall.
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Scripture Reading
for

 January 24, 2021

Mark 1:14-20

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of

God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent,

and believe in the good news.” As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw

Simon and his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen.

And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” And

immediately they left their nets and followed him. As he went a little farther, he saw

James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets.

Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the

hired men, and followed him.
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Scripture Reading
for

 January 17, 2021

Psalm 139

O Lord, you have searched me and known me.

You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away.

You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all my ways.

Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it completely.

You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot attain it.

For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in my mother’s

womb.

I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; that I

know very well.

My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret, intricately

woven in the depths of the earth.

Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. In your book were written all the days that

were formed for me, when none of them as yet existed.

How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them!

I try to count them—they are more than the sand; I come to the end—I am still with

you.
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In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, the earth was a

formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God

swept over the face of the waters.

Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. And God saw that the light was

good; and God separated the light from the darkness. God called the light Day, and

the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first

day.

Genesis 1:1-5

Scripture Reading
for

 January 10, 2021



Scripture Reading

for

 January 3, 2021

John 1:1-18

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things
came into being through him, and without him not one thing came
into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life
was the light of all people.The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness did not overcome it. There was a man sent from God,
whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light,
so that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light,
but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the
world came into being through him; yet the world did not know
him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not
accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name,
he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of
blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen
his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
(John testified to him and cried out, “This was he of whom I said,
‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before
me.’”) From his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. The
law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God. It is God the only
Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.



Scripture Reading

for

December 27, 2020

Luke 2:22-49

When the time came for their purification according to the law of
Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the
Lord (as it is written in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male
shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a
sacrifice according to what is stated in the law of the Lord, “a pair
of turtledoves or two young pigeons.”Now there was a man in
Jerusalem whose name was Simeon; this man was righteous and
devout, looking forward to the consolation of Israel, and the Holy
Spirit rested on him. It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit
that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.
Guided by the Spirit, Simeon came into the temple; and when the
parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him what was
customary under the law, Simeon took him in his arms and praised
God, saying, “Master, now you are dismissing your servant in peace,
according to your word; for my eyes have seen your salvation,
which you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for
revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel.” And
the child’s father and mother were amazed at what was being said
about him. 



 Then Simeon blessed them and said to his mother Mary, “This
child is destined for the falling and the rising of many in Israel, and
to be a sign that will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many
will be revealed—and a sword will pierce your own soul too.” There
was also a prophet, Anna the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of
Asher. She was of a great age, having lived with her husband seven
years after her marriage, then as a widow to the age of eighty-four.
She never left the temple but worshiped there with fasting and
prayer night and day. At that moment she came, and began to
praise God and to speak about the child to all who were looking for
the redemption of Jerusalem. When they had finished everything
required by the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their
own town of Nazareth. The child grew and became strong, filled
with wisdom; and the favor of God was upon him. Now every year
his parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. And
when he was twelve years old, they went up as usual for the
festival. When the festival was ended and they started to return,
the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not
know it. Assuming that he was in the group of travelers, they went a
day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their
relatives and friends. When they did not find him, they returned to
Jerusalem to search for him. After three days they found him in the
temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking
them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his
understanding and his answers. When his parents saw him they
were astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why have you
treated us like this? Look, your father and I have been searching for
you in great anxiety.” He said to them, “Why were you searching for
me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father’s house?”
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Scripture Reading

for

December 20, 2020
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Luke 1:46b-55

And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my spirit rejoices
in God my Savior, for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of
his servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me
blessed; for the Mighty One has done great things for me, and holy
is his name. His mercy is for those who fear him from generation
to generation. He has shown strength with his arm; he has
scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts. He has
brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up the
lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich
away empty. He has helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of
his mercy, according to the promise he made to our ancestors, to
Abraham and to his descendants forever.”



There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.

This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed and did not deny
it, but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.” And they asked him, “What then?
Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the prophet?” He answered,
“No.” Then they said to him, “Who are you? Let us have an answer for those
who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the voice of
one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’” as the
prophet Isaiah said. Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. They asked
him, “Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah, nor Elijah,
nor the prophet?” John answered them, “I baptize with water. Among you
stands one whom you do not know, the one who is coming after me; I am
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.” This took place in Bethany
across the Jordan where John was baptizing.

Scripture Reading

for

December 13, 2020

John 1:6-8, 19-28
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Lord, you were favorable to your land; you restored the fortunes of Jacob.

You forgave the iniquity of your people; you pardoned all their sin. Selah
 

Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, for he will speak peace to his people,
to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.

Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, that his glory may dwell
in our land.

Steadfast love and faithfulness will meet; righteousness and peace will kiss each
other.

Faithfulness will spring up from the ground, and righteousness will look down
from the sky.

The Lord will give what is good, and our land will yield its increase.

Righteousness will go before him, and will make a path for his steps.

Scripture Reading
for

December 6, 2020

Psalm 85: 1-2, 8-13
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Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown,
stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 

I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 

Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have
struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of
my co-workers, whose names are in the book of life. 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 

Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is
pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 

Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in
me, and the God of peace will be with you.

Scripture Reading
for

October 11, 2020

Philippians 4: 1-9
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“But in those days, after that suffering,

the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light,
and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 

Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from
the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and
puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 

So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the
very gates. 

Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have
taken place. 

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the
Son, but only the Father. 

Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 

It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in
charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 

Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will
come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 

or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 

And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”

Scripture Reading
for

November 29, 2020

Mark 13: 24-37
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and the moon will not give its light,
and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 
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Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have
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Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the
Son, but only the Father. 

Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 

It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in
charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 

Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will
come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 

or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 

And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”

Scripture Reading
for

November 29, 2020

Mark 13: 24-37
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“But in those days, after that suffering,

the sun will be darkened, 
and the moon will not give its light,
and the stars will be falling from heaven,
and the powers in the heavens will be shaken.

Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and glory. 

Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from
the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven.

“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and
puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 

So also, when you see these things taking place, you know that he is near, at the
very gates. 

Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have
taken place. 

Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the
Son, but only the Father. 

Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. 

It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in
charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 

Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house will
come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 

or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 

And what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.”

Scripture Reading
for

November 29, 2020

Mark 13: 24-37
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Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers,
constantly 

remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 

because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power
and in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons
we proved to be among you for your sake.

And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you
received the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 

so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.
 

For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and
Achaia, but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no
need to speak about it. 

For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among
you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 

and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who
rescues us from the wrath that is coming.

Scripture Reading
for

October 18, 2020

1 Thessalonians 1: 1-10
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Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy, To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace.

We always give thanks to God for all of you and mention you in our prayers, constantly 

remembering before our God and Father your work of faith and labor of love and
steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 

For we know, brothers and sisters beloved by God, that he has chosen you, 

because our message of the gospel came to you not in word only, but also in power and
in the Holy Spirit and with full conviction; just as you know what kind of persons we
proved to be among you for your sake.

And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for in spite of persecution you received
the word with joy inspired by the Holy Spirit, 

so that you became an example to all the believers in Macedonia and in Achaia.
 

For the word of the Lord has sounded forth from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia,
but in every place your faith in God has become known, so that we have no need to
speak about it. 

For the people of those regions report about us what kind of welcome we had among
you, and how you turned to God from idols, to serve a living and true God, 

and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues
us from the wrath that is coming.

Scripture Reading
for

October 18, 2020
 

1 Thessalonians 1: 1-10

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.



When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, 
they gathered together, 

and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 

“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 

He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 
and with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 

This is the greatest and first commandment. 

And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”

Scripture Reading
for

October 25, 2020
 

Matthew 22: 34-40
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When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered
together, 

and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. 

“Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 

He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 

This is the greatest and first commandment. 

And a second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”

Matthew 22: 34-40
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Scripture Reading
for

October 25, 2020
 



We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the grace of God that has been
granted to the churches of Macedonia; 

for during a severe ordeal of affliction, their abundant joy and their extreme
poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part. 

For, as I can testify, they voluntarily gave according to their means, and even
beyond their means, 

begging us earnestly for the privilege of sharing in this ministry to the saints— 

and this, not merely as we expected; they gave themselves first to the Lord and, by
the will of God, to us, 

so that we might urge Titus that, as he had already made a beginning, so he should
also complete this generous undertaking among you.

Now as you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge,  in utmost
eagerness, and in our love for you—so we want you to excel also in this generous
undertaking.

Scripture Reading
for

November 15, 2020
 

2 Corinthians 8: 1-7 
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As he taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long
robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, 

and to have the best seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets! 

They devour widows’ houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers.
They will receive the greater condemnation.”

He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money into
the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. 

A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. 

Then he called his disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow
has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 

For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her
poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”
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Scripture Reading
for

November 1, 2020
 

Mark 12: 38-44









Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, stand
firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 

I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the Lord. 

Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these women, for they have struggled
beside me in the work of the gospel, together with Clement and the rest of my co-
workers, whose names are in the book of life. 

Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 

Let your gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 

And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus. 

Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is
pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things. 

Keep on doing the things that you have learned and received and heard and seen in
me, and the God of peace will be with you.

Scripture Reading
for

October 11, 2020

Philippians 4: 1-9
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Scripture Reading
for
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