
 

FIRST CHURCH WEST HARTFORD  FEBRUARY 11, 2024 
 

PRELUDE Prelude on "Lord, I Want to Be a Christian"  Fred B. Binckes 

 Prelude on "Rest" Raymond H. Haan 
 

WELCOME 
 

†CALL TO WORSHIP  Abigail Mitchell 
One: God draws near and does not keep silent,   
All: no matter the depth of struggle or the degree of trouble.  
One: God illuminates the darkness and improves our perspective.   
All: God speaks.  God shines.   
One: In God’s voice, we hear mercy.   
All: In God’s presence, we experience grace.  
One: May God’s truth move in our minds and in our midst   
All: to transfigure and transform the world!   

 

†HYMN 589 Lord, I Want to Be a Christian I WANT TO BE A CHRISTIAN 
 

†OPENING PRAYER 
Loving God, when we are preoccupied by demons and other distractions and 
your message is hard to perceive, we are still willing to keep climbing.  We are 
still willing to be dazzled and to see things differently.  Still, your presence 
shines — a light to illuminate the shadowy places. When we cannot find the 
words to express our gratitude, let your grace shine in us and through us, that 
we may reflect God’s love for humanity.  Amen. 
  

MESSAGE FOR ALL AGES  Amanda Bethune 
 

ANTHEM The Transfiguration Richard Shephard 
 The First Church Choir  
 

INTRODUCTION TO SCRIPTURE 
 

SCRIPTURE READINGS Matthew 17:1-8 (NT p. 22)  
 Mark 9:2-8 (NT p. 54)  
   
 
 

†RESPONSE Go, Tell It on the Mountain GO, TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN 

Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; 
go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born. 

 

SERMON Elevated Faith: Up, Up and Apart Rev. Fredd 
 
HYMN 182 Transform Us PIC ARDY 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

CALL TO OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY O Nata Lux Charles Villiers Stanford 

 The Adult Choir, Ashley Turner, soloist 
O nata lux de lumine, O Light born of Light, 
Jesu redemptor saeculi, Jesus, redeemer of the world, 
Dignare clemens supplicum with loving-kindness deign to receive 
Laudes precesque sumere. suppliant praise and prayer. 
 

Qui carne quondam contegi Thou who once deigned to be clothed in flesh 
Dignatus es pro perditis, for the sake of the lost, 
Nos membra confer effici grant us to be members 
Tui beati corporis. of thy blessed body. 

 
†DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here 
below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 

 
†PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Gracious God, you have given us a double share of your Spirit and far more than 
we could request or repay. You have blessed us with your love and filled our lives 
with good gifts. Take the offerings of our hearts, that they may be instruments 
of your mercy.  Receive our gifts in Jesus’ name, we pray.  Amen. 
 

https://www.whfirstchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Lord-I-Want-to-Be-a-Christian-Pilgrim-Hymnal-353.pdf
https://www.whfirstchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Scripture-Reading-02.11.2024-Matthew.pdf
https://www.whfirstchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Scripture-Reading-02.11.2024-Mark.pdf
https://www.whfirstchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Hymn-182-Transform-Us.pdf


 † Please stand in body or spirit as you are able.                        Please join us for fellowship and refreshments following the service! 

†HYMN 594 Dear God, Embracing Humankind REST 
 

BENEDICTION AND RESPONSE  

   The Lord Bless You and Keep You Peter Lutkin 

The First Church Choir 
 

POSTLUDE  Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven  David Paxton 
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To Give Online: http://www.whfirstchurch.org/giving/give 
Or Give by Text: Text GIVE to (860) 222-7870. 

 

 
 

 
CELEBRATING THE SABBATH 

Transfiguration Sunday 
 

February 11, 2024 
10 o’clock 

 
 
 
 

 
  

Rev. Fredd Ward, Senior Pastor 
Jim Boratko, Director of Worship Arts 

Jennifer deSimas, Director of Faith Formation and the John P. Webster Library 
 

https://www.whfirstchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Hymn-594-Dear-God-Embracing-Humankind.pdf

