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 † Please stand in body or spirit as you are able.                        Please join us for fellowship and refreshments following the service! 

FIRST CHURCH WEST HARTFORD  FEBRUARY 18, 2024 
 

PRELUDE Improvisation on DOUROUX  

 ("Give Me a Clean Heart") 

 Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross arr. Jason W. Krug 
  The Whitechapel Handbell Choir, Jessica Berube-Sengupta, director 
 

WELCOME 
 

†CALL TO WORSHIP  Doey Barnett 
One: People of God, set aside worries and earthly concerns.   
All: Create in me a clean heart, O God.  
One: Let us gather for worship with heads unbowed by shame.   
All: O God, put a new and right spirit within me.   
One: Beloved of God, receive grace from above.   
All: Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and my mouth will declare 

your praise!  
 

†HYMN 665 Where Cross the Crowded Ways of Life GERMANY 
 

†OPENING PRAYER 
We give thanks, Eternal God, that we do not walk through life’s deserts 
alone. You are ever with us, especially in the deepest and loneliest valleys. 
You bless us with Christian companions who share this path and, thus, assure 
us that we never walk alone.  In this season of preparation, may we do less, so 
that you can do more with us.  Receive our prayers and our praise, until we 
rise anew with Jesus. Amen. 
  

INVITATION TO SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 

ANTHEM O Sacred Head, Now Wounded arr. Jason W. Krug 
 The Whitechapel Handbell Choir, conducted by Michael Loveland  
 

INTRODUCTION TO SCRIPTURE 
 

SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 51:1-13 (OT p. 640)  
   
 

†RESPONSE (HYMN 515)                    Give Me a Clean Heart DOUROUX 

Give me a clean heart so I may serve thee. Lord, fix my heart so that I may be 
used by thee. For I'm not worthy of all these blessings. Give me a clean heart 
and I'll follow thee.   *Music on back of bulletin 

 

SERMON Clean Heart.  Clear Path. Rev. Fredd 
 
HYMN 540 O Love That Wilt Not Let Me Go ST. MARGARET 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread.  And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

CALL TO OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY Lord, For Thy Tender Mercy's Sake Richard Farrant 

 The First Church Choir 
 
†DOXOLOGY 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise God, all creatures here 
below; 
Praise God above, ye heavenly hosts: Creator, Christ, and Holy Ghost. 
Amen. 

 
†PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

Generous God, thank you for entrusting us with this good earth. Thank you 
for the blessings we have received from your hands.  Help us live up to your 
trust, even as we learn to trust in you.  Bless the gifts that we share, that 
they may honor the goodness and mercy you have shown us.  In gratitude, 
we pray. Amen. 
 

†HYMN 612 O Jesus, I Have Promised  ANGEL’S STORY 
 

BENEDICTION AND RESPONSE Amazing Love SAGINA 

   The First Church Choir 
 

POSTLUDE  Fugue in C Major  J. S. Bach 

https://www.whfirstchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Hymn-665-Where-Cross-the-Crowded-Ways-of-Life.pdf
https://www.whfirstchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Scripture-Reading-02.18.2024.pdf
https://www.whfirstchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Hymn-540-O-Love-That-Wilt-Not-Let-Me-Go.pdf
https://www.whfirstchurch.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Hymn-612-O-Jesus-I-Have-Promised.pdf

